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BENEDICTION OF THE MOST 

HOLY SACRAMENT 

General Directions  

In the Liberal Catholic Rite, Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament (more often referred to 

simply as Solemn Benediction) is a Liturgical Service. It may be celebrated on any day of the 

year except during the interval between the Eucharist on Maundy Thursday and the 

evening of Holy Saturday. It is ordinarily an afternoon or evening service. It is highly 

desirable that Benediction should conclude the service on Sunday evening and the evenings 

of Festivals. Benediction is frequently preceded by Vespers or the Service of Healing, but it 

may be celebrated by itself, independently of any other service. It may even follow Complin, 

which is a late Office intended to be said at the close of day before retiring to rest. 

Benediction should never precede any other service.  

The Liturgy permits considerably shortening this service if necessary, the 0 Salutaris 

Hostia, the Tantum Ergo, the Versicles and Responses and the Prayer which follow, and the 

act of Benediction being the only portions of liturgical obligation; however, the service loses 

considerably if curtailed to the essential minimum.  

The Collect for the Day and any additional Collects, concluding with the Collect for Peace, 

may be said immediately after the 0 Salutaris Hostia, provided the Service of Benediction has 

not been preceded by either Vespers or Complin where these Collects would have already 

been said. If Benediction is celebrated with the special intent of healing, the Collect for the 

Sick, taken from the Occasional Prayers in the concluding pages of the Liturgy, may be 

interpolated. When Collects are said at this point in the service they are introduced as usual 

by: Let us pray.  

Clergy are counseled to avoid distorting the service so that it loses its original meaning. For 

example, Benediction may be celebrated from time to time with the intent of healing, but it is 

obviously not desirable that this special intent should gain preponderance over its more 

usual purpose, that of arousing and directing the devotion of the people to the RealPresence 

in the Blessed Sacrament. The counsel of Bishop Leadbeater in this connection is most wise; 

“I should be inclined to make such additions occasional rather than customary, for the 

service as it is seems simple, perfect and beautiful.”  

 

The Liturgy permits that Benediction may be given with a veiled ciborium. This is much less 

effective than Benediction with a monstrance, and is not recommended. It does permit the 



celebration of Benediction in a small or extempore church which does not yet possess a 

monstrance. 

 In case the veiled ciborium is used, the procedure is as follows: The priest, wearing surplice 

and stole, having opened the tabernacle door, advances the ciborium (covered with a white 

veil) forward in the tabernacle, and leaves the door open. The service proceeds as usual, or in 

abbreviated form. Assuming the humeral veil, the priest then takes the ciborium, still 

covered by its veil, in his/her veiled hands, turns to the people and with the ciborium gives 

the Benediction. Turning back to the altar, the ciborium is replaced and the tabernacle 

closed.  

 

White vestments are used for Benediction, except that red may be used when it is the colour 

of the Day. When Benediction immediately follows Vespers, the altar frontal used at Vespers 

need not be replaced. The celebrant should always wear a cope if one is available; if not, s/he 

may vest in surplice and stole. In this latter case his/her assistants will not vest in dalmatic 

and tunicle.  

The celebrant at Benediction must be in priest’s Orders, S/he must be assisted by at least one 

server, who will bring the thurible and humeral veil. S/he will do the censing during the 

time of Benediction, if someone in the congregation can ring the bell, otherwise the censing 

at this time is omitted, and the server rings the bell. If possible there should also be a thurifer 

and two candle bearers, among whom the work may be divided. The number of candle 

bearers may be increased to four, six or eight, depending upon the size of the sanctuary and 

the solemnity of the occasion. It is preferable that there should be two vested assistants, 

wearing either copes or dalmatic and tunicle as described in the chapter on Vespers. On 

occasions of lesser solemnity the vested assistants may be replaced by two priests, wearing 

surplice and Stole or by those of lesser rank. As the first assistant usually places the 

Monstrance on its throne and returns the Host to the tabernacle, s/he should not be of lesser 

rank than an ordained deacon; if a first assistant of the required rank is not available, the 

celebrant him/herself must expose and return the Host.  

If there is to be a procession with the Blessed Sacrament around the church, the necessary 

additional preparations will be those described for the Corpus Christi procession.  It is 

preferable that there should be such a procession if the size and arrangement of the church, 

the number of clergy and servers available, and the size of the congregation will permit of its 

being done with dignity.  

The celebrant and assistants vest exactly as for Solemn Vespers.  Non officiating priests 

wear surplice, stole and biretta. They may on greater occasions wear copes. Unless the 

monstrance containing the Host is kept in the tabernacle, the empty monstrance, usually 

covered with a white silken veil, is placed on the gospel end of the altar with its edge towards 

the people to make it inconspicuous, and with the side containing the little door facing 



towards the south, so as to make convenient the insertion of the lunette. If another service 

precedes Benediction, the monstrance may be placed on the credence and brought to the altar 

by a server between the two services. The lunette (which holds the Host), contained in the 

pyx, should be inside the tabernacle. The key is in the tabernacle door.  

During the exposition of the Host the monstrance is placed on its throne. This may be either 

the top of the tabernacle, or a special throne behind and above the tabernacle. The tabernacle 

top can be used to advantage, especially if it is deep enough to hold the altar cross, a vase or 

two of flowers and the monstrance at the same time. The general rule is that the altar cross 

should be removed before the monstrance is placed on its throne. But if the monstrance can 

be placed on top of the tabernacle, so that the cross is concealed, the cross need not be 

removed. (In some churches the arrangements are such that in order to remove the altar 

cross and place the monstrance on its throne, a step-ladder is required. A small, neat, self 

supporting set of steps for this purpose should be kept either in the vestry or, if it can be 

hidden, in the sanctuary. A server should be assigned to bring it forward when needed and 

to take it away when no longer required.)  

Two linen corporals are needed, one to spread on the altar in front of the tabernacle, the 

other to be laid wherever the monstrance is to stand for the Exposition. The burse, in which 

the corporals were brought to the altar, is placed on the gospel side and is laid flat on the 

altar. A humeral veil, neatly folded, lies on the credence table. The sacring bell (or gong or 

chimes) should be at hand in the sanctuary near the place where the server kneels who is to 

sound it. If the steps leading to the altar are without carpet, a cushion for the officiant  (and 

assistants) should be placed in the middle on the lowest altar step. The incense boat should 

either be put near the place where the second assistant is to kneel or given to him/her 

immediately after the Invocation.  

It is preferable that at least twelve candles should burn on the altar,, six of them being of 

course the regular altar candles, but there may be as many more as the church can afford, 

especially on the greater Festivals. (If Benediction is being celebrated with a veiled ciboriun 

and the celebrant is vested only in surplice and stole, the minimum number of candles may 

be six.) The bishop’s candle is not used when a bishop officiates.  

If Benediction is celebrated alone without a service or address preceding it, the altar and 

processional candles are lighted, the thurible (or thuribles) prepared, and the procession goes 

to the sanctuary as usual.  

If, as may be the case, it is preceded by another service or an address, the two services are 

usually separated by the Singing of a hymn. During the hymn any additional unlighted 

candles on the altar are lit by one or two servers, any collection is taken, the thurifer (or 

thurifers) retires to the Vestry to prepare the thurible, and, if there is to be a procession with 

the Blessed Sacrament, the processional candles are lighted. If it is necessary for the 

celebrant (and the assistants) to leave the sanctuary in order to change vestments, they and 

the requisite servers leave and re-enter the sanctuary by the short way, the other clergy and 



servers remaining in the sanctuary. If it is not necessary for the celebrant to leave the 

sanctuary, the thurifer and candle bearers come in just before the Invocation.  

When it is time to begin the service, the celebrant (and his/her assistants) leaving the biretta 

on his/her seat, goes to stand before the lowest altar step in the middle.  

 Benediction by a Priest in the Presence of a Bishop  

When Benediction is celebrated by a priest in the presence of a bishop, the bishop intones the 

Invocation, while wearing the mitre and holding the crozier. There are no other changes. 

However, if a bishop be present, it is preferable that s/he should celebrate the Benediction.  

 

 Benediction by a Bishop  

The ceremony is the same. The bishop retains his/her mitre while genuflecting, but the 

assistants remove their birettas. S/he wears the mitre and holds the crozier at the Invocation. 

When the first assistant ascends to the footpace to expose the Host, s/he may take with 

him/her the mitre and lay it flat on the altar on the gospel side, with its fanons hanging over 

the edge; or the second assistant or crozier bearer may place the mitre on the altar. At the 

end of the service when the first assistant returns to his place beside the bishop after putting 

the Host in the tabernacle, he may bring with him the mitre, or the second assistant or 

crozier bearer may bring it from the altar to the bishop. The crozier is placed in its holder 

immediately after the Invocation and remains there until the procession forms at the end of 

the service.  

At the act of Benediction the bishop makes the sign of the Cross three times with the 

monstrance, the first towards the middle of the church, the second towards the people on the 

left of the church and the third towards the people on the right. The bell is sounded either 

continuously or intermittently as before, but if sounded in groups of three, one group of 

three is given at each sign of the cross.  

During the procession to the vestry the bishop does not bless the people, inasmuch as 

Christ’s blessing has already been given at the Benediction.  

Simple Benediction by a Priest  

In the sanctuary the thurifer genuflects in the middle and goes to his/her place before the 

altar somewhat to the epistle side. (If there be a second thurifer s/he takes his/her place 

somewhat to the gospel side.) If the incense boat is not within reach of the second server, it 

should be given to him/her immediately before or after the Invocation. The additional candle 

bearers (if any) genuflect in pairs and, if there is to be a procession with the Host, go to their 

assigned places where they stand holding their candles in front of them. If, however, there is 



not to be a procession with the Host, they deposit their candles at the credence and return to 

stand before their seats in the sanctuary. The non-officiating clergy stand at their places at 

the sides of the sanctuary. The celebrant and the two chief servers with candles stand in line 

before the lowest altar step. The celebrant removes the biretta and gives it to the M.C. or a 

server to place on his/her seat. The officiant and the two servers genuflect together. The 

celebrant crosses him/herself and intones or says the Invocation. 

 Rubrics for Benediction by a Priest with Vested Assistants are underlined. 

 

In the procession to the sanctuary the first and second assistants precede the celebrant in the 

same manner as the deacon and subdeacon at a High  Celebration. Arriving in the sanctuary 

the celebrant, assistants, and the two chief candle bearers arrange themselves before the 

lowest altar step. The birettas are removed and given either to the M.C. or to a Server to 

place on the seats.  

THE INVOCATION 

P.   In the name of God, + the Loving Source of all, Christ the Eternal Word and God 

the Holy Spirit. C. Amen. 

The people kneel.  

The celebrant then ascends to the footpace and all in the sanctuary kneel, the chief servers 

kneeling in plano before the lowest altar step, placing their candles either on the corners of 

that step or on the step above. If it is necessary to remove the altar cross, the celebrant now 

removes it and gives it to the M.C. or first server who places it on the credence. The celebrant 

unfolds the corporal on the altar and places the second corporal  on the monstrance throne (if 

this has not already been done), removes the veil from the monstrance, opens the tabernacle 

door, genuflects, takes out the pyx and places it on the corporal, closes the tabernacle, opens 

the pyx, takes out the lunette with the Host and places it in the monstrance. S/he then places 

the monstrance on its throne, facing the people. Genuflecting, s/he descends the steps to kneel 

at his/her place on the lowest altar step. In descending, s/he should take care not to turn his 

back directly on the Host. To avoid doing this, it is best to step back a pace or two to the 

epistle side of the footpace, and descend the steps obliquely. (Do not walk backwards down the 

steps, as this may result in an undignified fall.)  

As soon as the celebrant is kneeling, the thurifer hands the thurible to the first server, and at 

the same time the second server should give the open incense boat to the celebrant. The first 

server holds up the open thurible and the celebrant sprinkles incense on the charcoal, but does 

not bless it. The celebrant returns the boat to the second server and receives the closed thurible 

from the first server.  



The singing of the 0 Salutaris Hostia may begin when the celebrant kneels, or, if s/he prefer, 

only after s/he has the thurible ready in his/her hand. The latter has the advantage, in small 

churches, that the celebrant is free to take part in or to lead the singing.  

Before beginning the censing, the celebrant and servers make a medium bow. The latter then 

hold up the corners of the cope fanwise while the celebrant censes the Blessed Sacrament with 

three triple swings. They again bow and the thurible is returned to the first server who hands 

it to the thurifer. (If the 0 Salutaris Hostia is said, not sung, the celebrant first censes the 

Blessed Sacrament and then the hymn is said by all). In order that much incense may ascend 

before the Host some celebrants, after the censing of the Host is ended, continue to swing the 

thurible for a few moments, either to the north and to the south, or seven times in the 

direction of the altar. This is to be recommended, but is not obligatory.  

After the Invocation, the celebrant and assistants kneel on the lowest altar step, the two chief 

servers in plano before that step. The servers place their candlesticks at either corner of the 

lowest step. The first assistant (provided s/he is an ordained deacon or priest, otherwise the 

celebrant him/herself) immediately rises, ascends to the footpace and exposes the Host as 

previously described. Genuflecting, s/he returns to kneel beside the celebrant, taking care, 

while doing so, that s/he does not turn his/her back directly on the Host.  

At the time of the censing, the thurifer hands the thurible to the first assistant the moment 

s/he is again kneeling, and at the same time the second assistant gives the incense boat to the 

celebrant. The celebrant returns the boat to the second assistant, before taking the thurible.  

The assistants bow with the celebrant and hold out fanwise the corners of his/her cope during 

the censing. This ended, the first assistant receives the thurible from the celebrant and returns 

it to the thurifer. 

All kneel 

0 SALUTARIS HOSTIA 

O Saving Victim, opening wide 

The gate of heaven to us below, 

Our foes press in from every side; 

Thine aid supply, thy strength bestow. 

 

All praise and thanks to thee ascend  

For evermore, blest One in Three; 

O grant us life that shall not end 

In our true native land with thee. Amen. 

 



A hymn, psalm or any suitable litany may now be sung, or a passage from scripture may be read, 

the people kneeling.  If there is to be a procession of the most holy sacrament, it takes place 

during the singing, the Host being carried under a canopy.  

A time may be set apart at this place for meditation.  

If Collects are to be interpolated here, the celebrant now rises and intones or says: Let us pray. 

S/he then intones the Collect for the Day and any other Collects desired, ending with the 

Collect for Peace. After each Collect the response, Amen is sung. When the Service of 

Benediction follows Vespers the Collects are said in the latter service and omitted in the 

Benediction Service.  

The assistants do not rise with the celebrant if Collects are said after the 0 Salutaris.  

If there is to be a Procession with the Blessed Sacrament, the procedure will be much the same 

as that described for Corpus Christi  when celebrating before the Blessed Sacrament Exposed, 

with a few obvious differences: The celebrant will already be vested in the cope; the corporal 

for the monstrance will already be in place at the centre of the altar; the monstrance will be 

enthroned on the altar instead of on the tabernacle until after the procession. The celebrant 

will assume the humeral veil, go to the altar, take the monstrance in his veiled hands and take 

his/her place in the procession; the servers rise and join him/her as s/he descends the altar 

steps. On returning to the sanctuary there will be no change to chasuble; the servers kneel on 

the lower step while the celebrant enthrones the monstrance and descends to kneel between 

them.  

The thurifer and candle bearers remain in the sanctuary in their normal positions for 

Benediction after returning in the processions. The humeral veil may be removed until after 

the Tantum Ergo, if desired.  

 

If, however, there is not to be a procession, all remain kneeling in their places. 

If there is to be a procession with the Blessed Sacrament, the assistants ascend to the footpace 

with the celebrant. The procedure as on Corpus Christi is again followed. 

The people remain kneeling. 

TANTUM ERGO 

The first verse of the Tantum Ergo is now sung. All bow reverently at the second line, but 

exaggeration of this inclination should be avoided, and care should be taken not to bow too 

rapidly. During the singing of the first verse the celebrant sprinkles incense on the charcoal in 

the open thurible, but does not bless it, exactly as was done at the O Salutaris Hostia. (If the 



Tantum Ergo is said, not sung, the sprinkling of the incense as well as the censing of the Host 

should take place between the saying of the two verses.) The censing begins at the end of the 

first verse.  

During the singing of the first verse of the Tantum Ergo the first assistant holds up the open 

thurible, while the celebrant sprinkles incense on the charcoal, in the same manner as at the 0 

Salutaris.  

 (At the second line all bow low in adoration) 

Down in adoration falling, 

Here the sacred Host we hail; 

See, o'er ancient forms departing, 

Newer rites of grace prevail; 

Faith for all defects supplying, 

Where the feeble senses fail. 

The singing of the second verse does not begin until the triple swings are ended and the usual 

bow at the end of the censing has been made. During the censing there may either be silence, 

or the organist may extemporize softly. During the second verse the censer may be swung to 

and fro gently. 

To the everlasting Maker, 

And the Word who reigns on high, 

With the Paraclete proceeding 

Forth from each eternally, 

Be salvation, honor, blessing, 

Might and endless majesty. Amen. 

Towards the end of this verse the thurifer rises, receives the thurible from the first server (or 

the celebrant), and goes to the middle, to kneel either a little behind the celebrant, or in the 

central point of the semicircle of candle bearers, depending upon local conditions. (If two 

thurifers, they kneel side by side.)  

As the thurifer rises to take the thurible, the additional candle bearers rise, take their candles 

and go to their assigned places (unless there has been a procession and they are  already in 

position). They kneel, following the lead of the thurifer, and place their candles on the floor in 

front of  them.  

At the end of the Tantum Ergo, the server places the humeral veil on the shoulders of the 

celebrant who then rises and sings the Versicles, the people the Responses.  



The assistants remain kneeling when the celebrant rises to sing the Versicles.  

P. You did give them bread from heaven. 

C. Containing within itself all sweetness. 

P. 0 Sovereign Christ, hidden dweller in the human spirit: 

C. Open your eyes in us, that we may see. 

S/he then intones the prayer:  

P. 0 God, who in the wonderful sacrament of the altar have left us a living memorial 

of your eternal sacrifice; grant us, we beseech you, so to venerate the sacred mystery 

of your Body and Blood that we may ever perceive within ourselves the power of 

your indwelling life and thus, by the glad pouring out of our lives in sacrifice, may 

know ourselves to be one with you and through you with all that lives; who live and 

reign with the Creator in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God throughout all ages of 

ages.  C. Amen. 

-after which s/he ascends to the footpace and, facing the Host, says (or may intone) the 

Ascription. It is a pleasing custom in some churches to lower the lights in the church when 

the celebrant ascends to the altar, so that most, if not all, of the illumination comes from the 

candles in the sanctuary.  

THE ASCRIPTION 

 

P. To the most holy and adorable Trinity, Creator, Word and Holy Spirit, three 

Persons in one God; to our Sovereign Christ, the only wise counsellor, the Monarch 

of peace; to the seven mighty spirits before the throne; and to the glorious assembly 

of the just  made perfect, the Watchers, the Saints, the Holy Ones, be praise 

unceasing from every living creature; and honour, might and glory, henceforth and 

for evermore. C. Amen. 

 

THE SOLEMN BENEDICTION 

is given. 

The monstrance is now removed from its throne, placed on the corporal, and turned to face the 

tabernacle. Covering his/her hands with the ends of the humeral veil, the celebrant takes up 

the monstrance, grasping the knob on the stem with the right hand and the base with the left. 

Meanwhile, as noiselessly as possible, the thurifer places more incense in the thurible, closes 



it, and takes it up ready for the censing. The server stationed by the bell or gong should make 

ready. The candle bearers take up their candlesticks and hold then in front of them. As the 

celebrant takes up the monstrance, the Server at the bell rings it once, or sounds a low note on 

the gong, as a warning to the people that the act of Benediction is about to take place. This 

also serves as a signal to the candle bearers to raise their candles above their heads, exactly as 

is done during the Elevations in the Holy Eucharist. 

 During the act of Benediction the bell or gong is sounded. The exact way in which this is 

done is left to the discretion of the priest in charge of the church. In some churches the bell (or 

chimes) is sounded continuously during the entire act of Benediction. In others the bell or 

gong is sounded three times three; Thrice during the downward movement with the 

monstrance, thrice at the beginning of the horizontal stroke, and thrice towards the end of that 

stroke. Or the priest may, if s/he prefers, have the bell sounded thrice when the monstrance is 

lifted from the altar and again when it is replaced on the altar. In any case the sounding 

should be softly though distinctly done, so as to create a pleasing sound and not a distracting 

noise.  

The kneeling thurifer (or thurifers) censes the Host either continuously or according to the 

way in which the bell is sounded. The servers lower their candles when the celebrant turns 

back to the altar, but continue to hold then.  

For the act of Benediction the celebrant should turn slowly and with dignity by the right to 

face the people. With the monstrance s/he makes the sign of the cross once over the people. No 

words are uttered. The silence marks the fact that the Benediction is given directly by our 

Sovereign Christ through the vehicle of the Real Presence in the Sacrament, and not as 

ordinarily through the minister. In making the sign the motions should not be exaggerated. 

The sign of the cross is made somewhat in this fashion. Lifting the monstrance so that the 

Host is about a foot above the level of his eyes, the officiant slowly traces a vertical line 

downwards until the Host is about a foot below the level of his eyes. Now, raising the 

monstrance more rapidly until it is eye level, s/he swings it fairly rapidly to the left in 

preparation for the horizontal stroke. This stroke is also traced slowly. S/he brings the 

monstrance back to the centre at the end of the horizontal stroke, moving this time more 

rapidly, before turning back to the altar by his right, thus completing the circle. The entire act 

of benediction should not occupy more than thirty seconds at most.  

Upon turning back to the altar, the celebrant places the monstrance on the corporal, turns it 

so that it faces the people, and genuflects. S/he remains kneeling (on one knee or both, as 

preferred) while some seconds, perhaps ten or fifteen, of perfect stillness is observed through 

the church.  



S/he then rises and the organist begins to extemporize softly. The celebrant then turns the 

monstrance edgewise, opens it and takes out the lunette. The latter is placed in the pyx, the 

monstrance is moved to the left, the tabernacle opened and the pyx placed therein. S/he 

genuflects, closes and locks the tabernacle door, covers the monstrance with its silken veil, 

turns it edgewise to the people and places it at the gospel side of the altar or hands it to a 

server to be placed on the credence, folds the corporals, places then in the burse (which is left 

on the altar), replaces the altar cross if this has been taken down and returns to his/her place 

in the middle before the lowest altar step. (S/he does not at this time walk obliquely down the 

steps)  

S/he turns to face the altar and the humeral veil is removed. As s/he 

descends the altar steps all in the sanctuary rise, and the lights, if 

previously lowered, are turned on again. 

 If the monstrance is enthroned on the tabernacle, the celebrant places it on 

the corporal before the tabernacle, prior to the act of Benediction. If the 

monstrance is enthroned in a place not easily accessible, the first assistant 

(if qualified) rises at the end of the Ascription and brings the monstrance 

to the altar, either placing it on the corporal or giving it to the celebrant. 

The first assistant genuflects to the Host, after the monstrance has left 

his/her hands, and descends to kneel at his/her place.  

 

After the act of Benediction, the celebrant kneels on the footpace for a few 

seconds before the Host, while silence is maintained in the church. As s/he 

rises the organist begins to extemporize softly. The celebrant turns the 

monstrance with its edge towards the people, steps back a pace or two to 

the epistle side, descends obliquely to his/her place and kneels. The first 

assistant rises and ascends to the footpace. S/he places the Host in the 

tabernacle, covers the monstrance as previously described and returns to 

his/her place at the side of the celebrant.  

Meanwhile, as soon as the first assistant has closed the tabernacle door, the second assistant 

removes the humeral veil from the shoulders of the celebrant and gives it to the server to put, 

during the singing of the Antiphon, on the credence. As soon as the first assistant turns to 

descend the steps (this time s/he does not walk down obliquely) the celebrant and second 

assistant rise. All in the sanctuary rise with them. (If the first assistant is not qualified to 

handle the Host, it will of course be placed in the tabernacle by the celebrant.)  

 



After the benediction and after the most holy sacrament has been replaced in the tabernacle, the 

following psalm is sung, or said if there be no music. 

All stand. 

PSALM 

The organist sounds the opening chord and the antiphon is sung by all. The organist plays 

over the opening notes of the Psalm and the celebrant (or cantor) sings the first half of the first 

verse, all taking up the singing at this point and continuing until the end of the Antiphon. 

(All as usual face east during the Gloria Patri.)  

Meanwhile a server takes the celebrant’s biretta to him/her. The humeral veil is placed on the 

credence, and the cross bearer, banner bearer, thurifer and candle bearers take their usual 

places preparatory to the procession back to the vestry. All should be standing in their places, 

facing the altar, by the end of the Psalm.  

Antiphon 

O come, let us adore our Sovereign Christ. 

1. We praise you, God, all we your servants: we praise you, all  your nations. 

2.   For your loving kindness is ever more and more towards us: and your truth, Most 

High, endures for ever. 

Glory to you, Source of all being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

Ant!phon 

O come, let us adore our Sovereign Christ. 

The following or another hymn may be sung either as a retrocessional or before the procession 

passes out. 

CLOSING HYMN 

The Closing Hymn may be sung before the procession leaves the sanctuary; usually, 

however, the procession starts during the hymn, at such time as will permit all to pass from 

the sanctuary by the time the hymn is concluded. When the celebrant desires the procession 

to start, s/he gives the signal by genuflecting. All genuflect with him/her except the cross 

bearer (and his/her attendant candle bearers). As soon as they have genuflected, all in the 

procession turn to face west. The procession usually moves by the short way to the vestry.  

Closed is the solemn hour, The sacred rites are done; 

And lo! the music of thy power Thrills through us, every one. 



O Master, let that harmony Sing through the lives we lead for thee! 

 

And now with reverent pace, Our strength renewed by thine, 

Devoted guardians of thy grace, Quit we this holy shrine, 

And pass into the silent night, To be the bearers of thy light. 

 

The Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament may also be used as an intercessory service for the 

sick. After the prayer following the Tantum Ergo the prayer ‘For the Sick’  should be used and 

the names to be commemorated read aloud. If there be many names, the priest may read them 

aloud before the prayer, saying: ‘The prayers of the congregation are desired for . . 

Amen. 

 


