
The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 

A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

Although the MESFC acknowledges its own freedom and that of others to use different 

styles of worship from different traditions, nonetheless, it adopts, as the basis of its 

liturgical activity, the Liturgy of the Liberal Catholic Church. 

However, the MESFC respectfully feels that a revision of that Liturgy is urgently 

required to redress obvious gender imbalance, and is in the course of reviewing it, as 

gently as possibly, to achieve that result. 

At the same time, and carefully weighing the balance between the beauty of the 

language used in that Liturgy, and the pastoral needs of the modern congregation, we 

have also decided to revise the Liturgy by the adoption of modern language. 

 Both decisions will find their critics. We cannot apologise for the principles which we 

have adopted, but will always welcome constructive suggestions for the improvement of 

the results of our efforts. 

We also feel the need to incorporate rubrics into the printed services for the assistance 
of those who are involved in conducting them. For that purpose we have incorporated 
substantial passages from “CEREMONIES OF THE  LIBERAL CATHOLIC RITE” by The Rt. 
Rev. IRVING S. COOPER 1935. 

Here we met a crisis of conscience: how to remain true to the Liberal Catholic tradition 
and yet overcome rules, some of  which are now, to us at least, obvious anachronisms, 
and unnecessarily rigid. 

We have settled upon a compromise whereby we will edit the rubrics only when we feel  
it compellingly necessary to do, but otherwise leave them substantially intact. 

We also intend to supply a “pew copy” of the services, which omits the bulk of the 
rubrics, retaining only those necessary for the congregation. 

In doing all this, we hope to preserve the spirit of the Liberal Catholic Liturgy and yet 
make it more relevant to a modern world. 

The longer or the shorter form? 

The MESFC prefers the longer form. If time is short, it is perfectly acceptable to omit the 
specified parts of the Long Form.  

The Asperges. 

The MESFC is happy for either form of asperges to be used with either the Long or Short 
Form Eucharist and has no objection to the use of the chasuble rather than a cope 
during the long form asperges. 



High/Sung Mass or Low/Said Mass or Missa Cantata? 

Again, we are happy for any celebration of the Eucharist to be sung in full or in part, 
with or without the presence of a deacon and/or subdeacon.  Thus, if, in addition to the 
celebrant, there is only either a deacon or subdeacon , or indeed neither available, the 
celebrant is still free to use as much or as little of the ritual for a High Mass or Missa 
Cantata as he or she deems appropriate and is manageable with dignity.  This freedom 
extends to the use or omission of some or all of the singing in the ceremony. 

 


