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The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 
A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

THE OFFICE OF PRIME 

(The Angelus was traditionally recited in churches, convents, and monasteries three 

times daily: 6:00 am, noon, and 6:00 pm., and is usually accompanied by the ringing 

of the Angelus bell, which is to spread good-will to everyone on Earth. In most 

Franciscan houses, the Angelus continues to be prayed three times a day. We pray it 

before the morning, midday and evening service of each day.) 

 

V. The angel of the Most High declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Word is with you. Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us children, now and at the hour 

of our need. Amen. 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Most High. 

R. Be it done unto me according to your Word. 

Hail Mary... 

V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary... 

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, Most High ,  Your 

grace into our hearts, that we to whom the incarnation of our 

Sovereign Christ was made known by the message of an angel, 

may by Christ’s teaching and life be brought to the glory of the 

resurrection; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Prime is used in the morning, Complin in the evening. Both are, like Vespers, Choir 

Offices. 

The Offices of Prime and Complin may be said or sung under two sets of conditions: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelus#Angelus_bell
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1. With the minimum of formality. In this case it may be of the nature of family 

prayers, in a community, school or home, either without an altar, with a table 

serving as an altar, covered with a white linen cloth and bearing a cross and two 

lighted candles, or it may be rendered informally in a church, by way of contrast with 

other services, there being only two candles on the altar, preferably not two of the 

regular six altar candles.  In either case vestments need not be worn, although it is 

preferable (and in the sanctuary of a church understood) that clergy and acolytes 

should be in cassocks. No further ceremonial directions, other than those appearing 

in the Liturgy, are needed under these conditions. 

2. Ceremonially. In this case the following instructions should be observed: 

Prime and Complin may be conducted by one in Orders of any rank from cleric to 

bishop, or by a layperson. When a layperson or one in Orders up to the rank of 

acolyte officiates, s/he should be vested in cassock and surplice. A subdeacon may also 

wear a biretta, When a deacon officiates s/he should be vested in surplice, stole worn 

deacon-fashion and a biretta. When a priest officiates s/he is vested in surplice, stole 

and biretta. A bishop is vested in rochet, stole and biretta. S/he also wears the ring 

and pectoral cross, and may use the crozier. S/he may wear the mozetta (or 

mantelletta). The cope is not worn. 

In all cases the stole is of the color of the Day. The biretta is not worn during any 

part of the service by the officiant, unless a bishop, but only to and from the 

sanctuary. 

Two candles only are lighted on the altar, usually not two of the regular six altar 

candles, but two placed on the altar for the purpose. 

Incense may be used if there is a procession to and from the sanctuary, but the 

thurible will not be needed during the service itself. 

The officiant may be assisted by two or more servers and by a cantor, or s/he may be 

alone. 

 

Whenever it is desirable to shorten the service of Prime, any or all of the following 

may be omitted : the two lessons, the second and third psalm, the office hymn. In 

such case, if desired, the second or third psalm may be substituted for the first. 

In order to avoid repetition, where Prime and Complin are said daily, or are  used in 

conjunction with the Holy Eucharist, other short lections from any part of the 

Liturgy may at the discretion of the officiant be read as a Lesson instead of the Epistle 

and Gospel of the Day. 

Prime or Complin may be used as a separate service or may precede the Holy 

Eucharist. In the latter case the Service  ends with the Grace instead of the 
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Benediction. The officiant will in such case make a suitable selection of Collects for 

use in each service so as to avoid repetition. Prime or Complin may  follow an 

address, or  may precede Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament. In the latter case, 

once more, the Grace is said and not the Benediction. 

(When Prime or Complin is conducted by a priest (or by one of lesser rank) in the 

presence of a bishop, the bishop intones or says the Invocation, pronounces the 

Absolution (making the sign of the cross four times) and gives the Benediction 

(making the sign of the cross once). The bishop may wear the mozetta (or 

mantelletta). S/he wears the biretta and may use the crozier. 

If a  bishop officiates, there are no points to be noted in addition to those mentioned in 

the preceding paragraph. S/he officiates  from the throne or from a faldstool at the 

gospel side.) 

 

The ministrant goes to the altar preceded by any who are to assist him/her. They bow 

to the altar cross, unless the Host is reserved in the tabernacle, in which case they 

genuflect. They then go to their seats, which are preferably on the epistle side of the 

sanctuary. All stand, each at his/her place, facing the middle. The ministrant says or 

intones the Invocation, crossing him/herself as s/he does so. 

(Stand) In the name of God, the Loving Source of All, + Christ, the Eternal 

Word, and God, the Holy Spirit. Amen 

S/he says or sings the Versicles which follow, the congregation saying or singing the 

Responses. 

Our help is in the Name of the Most High 

Who has made heaven and earth. 

At morn and at even will we praise You. 

For our hearts rest ever in Your love. 

All kneel and say the Confiteor in unison. 

Confiteor 

(Kneel) O Holy One, You have created us to be immortal and made us to be 

an image of Your own eternity yet often we forget the glory of our heritage 

and wander from the path which leads to righteousness. But You, Most 

High, have made us for Yourself and our hearts are ever restless till they 

find their rest in You. Look with the eyes of Your love upon our manifold 

imperfections and pardon all our shortcomings, that we may be filled with 

the brightness of the everlasting light and become the unspotted mirror of 

Your power and the image of Your goodness; In Christ’s name we pray. 

Amen. 
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(a  priest rises in his/her place, turns towards the people and says the absolution as 

follows) 

P. May God the Source of all Being , Eternal 

The priest makes the sign of the cross 

[+] Word and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve and sanctify us; may God's face 

shine upon us and be gracious unto us; may the Most High (+) heal us  from 

all our imperfections and grant us the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen.  

If there be no priest, the ministrant, still kneeling, now says the following prayer: 

May You bless us, Most High, (all cross themselves) absolve us from all our 

sins and may Your peace rest on us this day and evermore. 

The congregation respond: 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 (THE FIRST PSALM)(Antiphon)(stand)  

All now stand. The Antiphon is said by all together. 

You shall stand every morning to thank and praise the Most High. At 

morning and likewise at evening 

The Psalm may be similarly said, or alternately, the first verse by the ministrant, the 

second by the congregation, and so on. If the Psalm is sung, all sing the Antiphon, 

then the ministrant (or cantor appointed for the purpose) sings the first half of the 

first verse of the Psalm, the people joining in at the second half and continuing to the 

end of the Antiphon. 

 

1. Come, let us sing unto our God: let us heartily rejoice in the strength 

of our salvation. 

2. Let us come before your presence with thanksgiving: and show 

ourselves glad in you with psalms. 

3. The sea is yours and you made it; and your hands prepared the dry 

land. 

4. You are our Most High God: and we are the people of your pasture 

and the sheep of your hand. 

 Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without 

end. Amen 
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You shall stand every morning to thank and praise the Most High. 

At morning and likewise at evening 

All of the Psalms are said or sung in the same fashion. 

All are seated and the ministrant, or someone appointed by him/her, reads the Epistle 

of the Day, or another lection, as the First Lesson. The reader stands at his/her place, 

facing the middle, while reading the Lesson. 

(THE FIRST LESSON-sit) 

The Lesson ended, all stand and the Second Psalm with its Antiphon is said or sung. 

(The SECOND PSALM)(Antiphon)(stand)The morning stars sang together. 

And all the children of God shouted for joy. 

 

1. My voice you will hear in the morning, Most High: I will direct my 

prayer to you and look up. 

2. I will sing of your power: and will praise your loving-kindness at 

once in the morning. 

3. In the evening and morning and at noonday will I call: and you 

shall hear my voice. 

4. Your tenderness is new every morning: great, O God, is your 

faithfulness. 

 Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without 

end. Amen 

  

The morning stars sang together. And all the children of God shouted 

for joy. 

 

Again the people are seated and the Gospel of the Day, or other lection, is read as the 

Second Lesson, in the same manner as the First Lesson. 

(THE SECOND LESSON-sit) 

All rise, turn to the east and say or intone the Act of Faith. (Any of the Creeds or 

Acts of Faith appearing in the Liturgy may be substituted for the one mentioned.) 

AN ACT OF FAITH (The original Nicene Creed, slightly adapted.) 

(Stand) 

We believe in one God, the Creator Almighty, Maker of all things visible 

and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of 

the Creator, the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Creator, God of 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism
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God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Creator; 

By whom all things were made both in heaven and on earth; Who for us, 

and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; 

He suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; From 

thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. And in the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

The Collects 

The ministrant then says; 

Let us pray. 

All kneel, including the ministrant him/herself. S/he reads the Collect of the Day and 

the three Collects which appear in the Office. (A priest stands during the saying of 

the Collects) 

(Kneel)  

Heavenly Creator, almighty and everlasting God, who have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day; defend us in the same with your mighty 

power, and grant that this day we may bravely strive against sin and 

selfishness, that all our deeds may be ordered by your governance, to do 

always that which is righteous in your sight; in Christ’s name we pray. After 

each Collect the congregation says or sings: Amen. 

Sovereign Christ, we your faithful servants dedicate this new-born day to 

you, praying that it may shine in your service as a pure pearl in the chaplet of 

our life, great Monarch of love, to whom be praise and adoration for 

evermore.  Amen. 

Teach us, O God, to see your life in all humanity and in all the peoples of 

your earth and so guide the nations into the understanding of your laws that 

peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

The Collects ended, all rise and the Office Hymn is sung. If Prime or Complin is to 

be the only service and there is to be a collection, it is taken during the singing of the 

Hymn. 

(HYMN--stand) 

 

Now that the daylight fills the sky, 

We lift our hearts that God on high, 
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Would deign, in all we do or say, 

To keep us free from harm today. 

 May God restrain our tongues from strife, 

And shield from anger’s din our life, 

And guard with watchful care our eyes 

From earth’s absorbing vanities. 

 O may our inmost hearts be pure, 

From thoughts of folly kept secure, 

And pride of worldly flesh subdued 

Through sparing use of daily food. 

 So we, when this day’s work is o’er, 

And shades of night return once more, 

Our path of trial safely trod, 

Shall give the glory to our God. 

 All glory to the Trinity, 

The Three in One, the One in Three, 

As it is now, it was before, 

And so it will be evermore. 

If there is to be a sermon, it follows the Hymn.  

 (SERMON-sit) 

The Third Psalm is now said or sung. 

THE THIRD PSALM    Antiphon 

Heaviness may endure for a night. But joy comes in the morning. 

1. The just shall be as the light of the morning:even a morning without 

clouds. 

2. As the tender grass springing out of the earth: as clear shining after rain. 

3. The righteous shall be clearer than the noonday: they shall shine forth, 

they shall be as the morning. 

4. Their light shall break forth as the dawn: their righteousness shall go 

before them and the glory of the Most High shall be their rearguard. 

 Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 
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As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

 

Heaviness may endure for a night. But joy comes in the morning. 

The ministrant then says: 

Let us pray. 

All kneel, including the ministrant. The ministrant says the prayer.( A priest stands 

during the prayer, versicles and Benediction following the Third Psalm.) 

(kneel) Let us pray. 

Be with us, Most High, throughout this day, that in all our work, begun, 

continued and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name: in Christ’s 

name we pray. The people respond; Amen. 

The Versicles and Responses are then said or sung alternately by ministrant and 

people, all still kneeling. 

Breathe on us Spirit of God. 

In your strength we can do all things. 

May our hearts be filled with your love. 

In your strength we can do all things  

Glory to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

In your strength we can do all things. 

If it is desired to administer Communion to the people at the Service of Prime or 

Complin, the Office will end at the conclusion of the final Versicles and Responses 

(i.e., before the Benediction or Grace.) While the people remain kneeling, the officiant 

goes to the footpace and proceeds immediately with the prayer: “0 Thou who in the 

wonderful Sacrament of the Altar” from the Form for the Administration of Holy 

Communion with the Reserved Sacrament, and will continue to the conclusion of 

that service. In such case the officiant must be of the order of deacon or above, since 

none below the rank of deacon may administer Communion. If a deacon, s/he will 

conform to the necessary changes in wording in the Benediction. 

(If Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament follows Prime, the Grace is said instead 

of the Blessing.) 

(A priest turns to face the people and with upraised hand makes the sign of the cross 

over them in the usual way, saying;-). 

Blessing 

P. Unto your gracious love and protection, O God, may we be committed ; 

may you +  bless us, Most High, and keep us; may you make your face to 
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shine upon us and be gracious unto us; may you lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us your  peace, now and for evermore. R/.  

Amen. 

In the absence of a priest, the ministrant now says the Grace, all crossing themselves  

The Grace of our Sovereign Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. The people respond:  Amen 

All rise. Those in the sanctuary group themselves before the altar and bow (or 

genuflect) to the cross. They return to the vestry in procession, the ministrant 

walking last. 

 

The Office of Prime or Complin, combined with the Administration of Holy 

Communion with the Reserved Sacrament, provides a very effective sacramental 

worship when only a deacon is available but the Sacrament is reserved. 

 

The Hail, Holy Queen, is commonly said after the completion of the rosary, and is 

recited after the office of Complin, and after the last public service of the day. 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 

our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 

To you we cry, the children of Eve; 

to you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this land of exile. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us; 

lead us home at last 

and show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus: 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_hours

