
The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 
A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

SIMPLE VESPERS with rubrics. 

 (The Angelus was traditionally recited in churches, convents, and monasteries three 

times daily: 6:00 am, noon, and 6:00 pm., and is usually accompanied by the ringing 

of the Angelus bell, which is to spread good-will to everyone on Earth. In most 

Franciscan houses, the Angelus continues to be prayed three times a day. We pray it 

before the morning, midday and evening service of each day.) 

V. The angel of the Most High declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Word is with you. Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us children, now and at the hour 

of our need. Amen. 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Most High. 

R. Be it done unto me according to your Word. 

Hail Mary... 

V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary... 

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, Most High ,  Your 

grace into our hearts, that we to whom the incarnation of our 

Sovereign Christ was made known by the message of an angel, 

may by Christ’s teaching and life be brought to the glory of the 

resurrection; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Vespers is one of the ancient canonical hours of the church, or portions of the divine 

office recited as an act of devotion. These are: Matins, Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, 

None, Vespers, Complin. Vespers has become the most popular of these, being well 

adapted to use as a public evening service. 

The psalms, heralded by the key-thoughts of their respective antiphons, serve to attune 

the mind to the glory of the Deity. The Little Chapter and hymn introduce other 

notes. Then the whole culminates in the great outpouring of praise at the Magnificat 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelus#Angelus_bell


and comes to a fitting conclusion in the peace and calm of the collects and final 

versicles. 

The service follows somewhat closely the structure of the Latin original, but the 

component matter is different. The psalms, for example, are a cento. 

General Directions  

Vespers is a service intended for use at the close of the day and provides a suitable 

occasion for gathering people together in church for a second time on a Sunday. It 

should not be held earlier than 3 p.m., and it is scarcely fitting to place it later than 

8.30 p.m., since even in the early and late hours of this margin of time some license 

has to be taken in the interpretation of the first verse of the Hymn.  

The Office of Vespers is normally intended to be sung, depending much for its effect 

on the rhythmical and not too slow recitation of the chants. If this is not possible, 

there is no objection to its being said, though on such occasions the Hymn, and if 

possible the Magnificat may be sung. If the singing of all the Psalms is beyond the 

capacity of the congregation, it is permitted to omit either the Psalm of Godly Life or 

the Psalm of Wisdom, or even both; in which case the invitation will run: Omitting 

the Psalm of.....let us sing etc., or intimation may be made before the singing of the 

Psalms which are to be sung (or omitted).  

The three Collects at the close are not suitable for the afternoon and should not 

therefore be used at early Vespers. They are for evening use, and are intended to 

contribute the note of peace at the close of day, which is the especial beauty of 

Complin. 

Feasts of major rank (Class A) may be ushered in by Solemn Vespers, sung on the 

preceding evening. This is called First Vespers,  that sung on the day of the Festival 

being called Second Vespers. Vespers may be sung on any day during the year except 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. On these days Vespers are replaced by the 

Office of Complin, which is said. On Holy Saturday Vespers may be sung in the 

evening, and will rank as the First Vespers of Easter. 

The colour of the Day when Vespers are celebrated may be different from that used at 

the Holy Eucharist in the morning, because of the rule that the Christian Day begins 

at sunset (fixed arbitrarily at. 6 p.m. local time for the purposes of our own Church). 

The colour of the vestments used at early Vespers is usually that of the Day on which 

they are celebrated, but if Vespers are celebrated after 6 p.m. the colour is that of the 

Day following. This rule is not always strictly followed, especially on the evening of 

the Octave of a major Festival. (MESFC: it is sensible to wear white vestments if 

benediction is to follow.) 

The celebrant should if possible be in priest’s Orders. In the absence of the priest, a 

deacon may conduct Vespers, but only under the following conditions: (I) s/he does 

not go to the altar but officiates from his/her  seat at the side of the sanctuary 

throughout the service; (2) s/he does not bless incense nor cense the altar, although 

incense may be burned in the thurible during the service; (3) s/he always says the 



Grace and never the blessing at the end of the service.  

Vespers constitute a Choir Office and are therefore celebrated from a seat at the side 

of the sanctuary, and not before the altar. This seat may be the sedilia or a suitable 

chair on the epistle side. If there be several clergy present it is convenient that the 

celebrant occupy the stall or chair nearest the people. At Solemn Vespers the two 

assistants (corresponding to the deacon and subdeacon of the Eucharist) are seated 

one on either side of the celebrant, the first assistant to the right, the second assistant 

to the left. In front of the seat of the celebrant there may be placed, if available, a 

kneeling desk or prie diez.  

Vespers may be either Simple or Solemn.  

Simple Vespers are prescribed on week days which are not major Festivals. Only the 

usual six altar candles are lighted. The celebrant, if a priest, vests in surplice, stole 

and biretta;  if a bishop, in rochet, stole and biretta, wears the ring and pectoral cross 

and uses the crozier. The wearing of the mozetta (or mantelletta) is optional. Simple 

Vespers are also permissible on Sundays of Class B, C or D. 

 Solemn Vespers are prescribed on Sundays of Class A and major Festivals. Extra 

candles are lighted on the altar. If the officiant must celebrant without vested 

assistants s/he is vested as follows: If a priest, in surplice, stole, cope and biretta; if a 

bishop, in rochet, stole, cope and mitre, wearing the ring and pectoral cross and 

using the crozier. If s/he officiates with two assistants in vestments, certain 

variations are introduced. It is permissible for the assistants at Vespers (as at 

Benediction) to vest in dalmatic and tunicle, but copes are to be preferred if available. 

The dalmatic and tunicle should be reserved for the High Celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist. But it will often happen that three copes of the same colour and style will 

not be available in which case the dalmatic and tunicle may be worn. If copes are 

used by the assistants at Vespers then the celebrant (if a priest) and his/her assistants 

vest in surplice, stole (for those in priest’s or deacon’s Orders), cope and biretta. If, 

however, the assistants are vested in dalmatic and tunicle, and therefore in amice, alb 

etc., as at a High Celebration of the Eucharist (except that the maniple is not worn) 

then the celebrant, if a priest, vests in amice, alb, girdle, stole (not crossed in front 

but hanging straight down), cope and biretta. In either case, a bishop vests in rochet, 

stole and cope, wears the mitre, pectoral cross and ring, and uses the crozier.  

 

If there is a choir, the voices may be divided so that an equal number of about the 

same power may be seated on either side of the chancel or church (depending upon 

local arrangements). In the same way, with the cooperation of the people, the 

congregation may be divided. This division of voices is helpful, if not necessary, in 

order that during the singing of the Psalms, one verse may be sung by those on one 

side of the church, the next verse by those on the other side, and so on alternately, as 



described hereafter. When this is done the singing is more interesting and spirited. If 

more convenient, a cantor or group of voices may alternate with the entire 

congregation led by the remainder of the choir. Whether or not the singing of the 

Psalms is taken alternately in such fashion will of course depend on the size and 

resources of the congregation.  

 

If Solemn Benediction follows Vespers and white vestments are to be substituted 

for those used at Vespers the celebrant and his/her assistants (and any others present 

vested in copes) may retire to the vestry to change their vestments. Those so retiring 

should depart from and return to the sanctuary in procession, by the short way, 

during the interval between the services, when the congregation is singing a hymn. 

Other priests and deacons in the sanctuary who are vested in stoles may quietly 

change their green or violet stoles (if desired) for white, without leaving their seats. If 

Vespers are simple and the officiant is not to be attended during Benediction by two 

vested assistants, s/he may, after Vespers, unobtrusively change his/her stole (if 

necessary) and assume the cope, while at his seat in the sanctuary.  

 

Few preparations are required for Vespers.  

 

If Simple Vespers are to be celebrated the servers required for the full celebration of 

the rite are: thurifer, two candle bearers, and, if possible, a cross bearer and a boat 

bearer. If these are not available, the service can be conducted with the aid of a single 

server who will bring the thurible at the appointed times. If a bishop is present a 

crozier bearer will be needed. The altar frontal should be of the colour of the Day, 

although in small churches white may be used. On the prie dieu of the officiant is 

placed a Vesperal (containing both words and music) and a Liturgy marked at the 

Collect of the Day. A hymnbook (with a list of the hymns to be sung) is also laid 

thereon, unless it is to be carried in procession to the sanctuary. Similarly the words 

and music of the service and a hymnbook should be placed at the seats of non- 

officiating clergy and of the servers. If Solemn Benediction is to follow Vespers and 

the officiant is to change to white stole and cope at his/her seat, these vestments 

should be placed near at hand. The white stoles (if required for Benediction) of any 

non-officiating clergy should be placed at their seats. In the vestry the vestments to 

be worn in procession are laid out, the charcoal is prepared and the processional 

candles lighted. At Simple Vespers only the six altar candles are lighted, the extra 

candles for Benediction (if celebrated) not being lighted until just before that service 

begins. If it is the custom in the church, the candles on the Lady Altar and/or altar of 

the Patron Saint may also be lighted.  



 

At Solemn Vespers, in addition to the foregoing servers mentioned, there should be 

two assistants in vestments. They need not be in Major Orders, but should, at least, 

have been ordained Cleric. (If the first assistant has not been ordained deacon s/he 

may not wear the stole, and copes should be used and not the dalmatic and tunicle.) 

There may be additional candle bearers and, in large churches, an additional thurifer. 

Additional candles are placed on the altar and are lighted, with the six altar candles, 

before the service of Vespers begins. There may be a cantor, if desired, especially it the 

officiant does not possess a sufficiently good singing voice to lead the service. The 

cantor may vest in cope. 

Vespers Before the Exposed Sacrament  

It is not recommended that the blessed Sacrament be exposed simply to give added 

solemnity to Vespers. But it may happen that a period of Exposition for purposes of 

special devotion is being observed when Vespers are to be sung. If this period of 

Exposition is to begin with Vespers, the Host is exposed after the Invocation, exactly 

as is done at Benediction. If It is already exposed, two lighted candles are placed, one 

on each of the corners of the lowest altar step before Vespers begin, and the two 

required for the Little Chapter added to them when the procession reaches the 

sanctuary. Extra reverence is shown at all genuflections. It is permissible to be seated 

during the Psalms, but birettas are not worn. At the censing, the officiant and 

assistants kneel and cense the Host with three triple swings as at Benediction. They 

then rise, ascend to the footpace and cense the altar, omitting, however, the censing of 

the altar cross. Persons are censed as usual, but not other altars. No one should turn 

his/her back to the Exposed Sacrament.  

 

Priest Officiating in the Presence of a Bishop  

When a priest officiates at Vespers in the presence of a bishop, either with or without 

vested assistants, the only points of difference are: The priest (and assistants) goes 

directly to his seat after genuflecting in the middle before the lowest step. The bishop 

(with mitre or biretta and crozier) intones the Invocation from his/her throne (or 

faldstool at the gospel side), and blesses the incense (remaining seated as s/he does so 

if the throne is sufficiently raised). S/he is censed after the officiant (and second 

assistant). If no service is to follow, the bishop intones or says the Blessing, but if a 

service is to follow, the officiant, not the bishop, intones or says the Grace. 

Simple Vespers by a Bishop  

When a bishop, vested in rochet, stole and biretta, officiates at Simple Vespers, it is not 

customary for him/her to have two vested assistants. The bishop’s candle is not placed 

on the altar, inasmuch as this is lighted only when a bishop celebrates the Eucharist.  

The bishop is seated at his throne (or in a faldstool on the gospel side). The Little 

Chapter is read at the gospel  



The biretta is worn by the bishop during the Psalms, but not during the reading of the 

Little Chapter; while blessing incense, while being censed, and for the last Blessing, 

but not for the Grace. In general, s/he does not wear the biretta when standing or 

kneeling, but always when sitting. It is of course raised for the first half of the Gloria 

Patri. 

 Simple Vespers by a Priest  

The procession to the sanctuary is like that at the Holy Eucharist. Arriving before the 

lowest altar step all genuflect (removing their birettas while doing so), and go at once 

to their seats in the sanctuary, with the exception of the officiant and his/her two 

attendant candle bearers who remain standing before the lowest altar step in the 

middle. Other servers carrying candles put away and extinguish their candles before 

going to their seats. When all are in their places the officiant removes his/her biretta 

(all others in the sanctuary with birettas following his/her example) and intones the 

Invocation.  

THE INVOCATION 

The people stand. 

Priest. In the name of the Holy Trinity, + Creator, Word and Holy Spirit. 

R/.      Amen. 

Again genuflecting, s/he puts on his biretta and goes to his/her seat at the epistle 

side. The two attendant servers place their lighted candles on the credence and go to 

their seats, which may be on either side of the officiant. The officiant removes his/her 

biretta, opens the vesperal and is ready to begin the service. All in the sanctuary are 

now standing, facing towards the middle. In the meantime the organist will have 

played a few chords.  

As soon as the organist has sounded the intoning note, the celebrant sings:  

After the priest has reached the sedilia the service proceeds as follows: 

P. Our help is in the name of the Most High 

All sing the response;  

C. Who has made heaven and earth. 

The two following versicles and responses are sung likewise. While singing all of the 

versicles which follow the Invocation, the hands of the officiant are joined before the 

breast, except when s/he turns to the people at the Minor Benediction.  

P. Let us trust in our God  for ever. 

C. For you are our  Rock of  Ages. 

P. Blessed are the pure in  heart. 

C. For they shall see God. 

The celebrant then turns to the people, momentarily extends his/her hands and sings;  

P. Christ be with you. 



As the people respond s/he turns back to face the middle.  

C. And with your spirit. 

The organist immediately gives the opening chord and all sing the Gloria Patri. All 

turn to the east and slightly bow their heads while singing; 

All. Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

 They stand erect for the words which follow, and at the Amen turn back to face the 

middle again 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

After the Amen all are seated, the officiant (and any other clergy present) putting on 

his/her biretta. S/he now says clearly ( does not intone) so that all may hear;  

Some of the psalms may be omitted at the discretion of the officiant, for instance, the 

Second Psalm of Praise and either the Psalm of Godly Life or the Psalm of Wisdom. 

 

THE FIRST PSALM OF PRAISE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the First Psalm of Praise. 

The organist then either sounds the opening chord or plays over the entire antiphon 

depending upon the familiarity of the congregation with the music. The antiphon is 

sung by all. The organist now plays over the opening notes of the Psalm, and then the 

celebrant (or the cantor) sings alone the first half of the first verse, the choir and 

congregation joining in at the second half. All sing the next verse. If the singing is to 

be taken alternately, those on the epistle side of the church and sanctuary now sing 

the third verse, while those on the gospel side sing the fourth verse, and so on 

alternately to the end. (If there be a cantor or small choir to alternate with the 

congregation, the cantor sings the third verse and every odd- numbered verse 

thereafter, and the congregation the fourth verse and every even-numbered verse.)  

Antiphon 

All: Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. We praise you Most High, for you are gracious: we sing praises unto 

your name, for it is lovely. 

2. You have promised your blessing: and life for evermore. 

3. We will be glad and rejoice in you:  our songs will we make of your 

name, Most High. 

4. We will greatly rejoice in you and be joyful in our God: for you will 

cause righteousness and praise to spring forth in all nations. 

5. We give you thanks, 0 God almighty: who were and are and are to 

come. 



6. You are worthy, Most High, to receive glory and honour and power:  

for you have created all things. 

7. Great and marvellous are your works, O God Almighty: just and true 

are your ways, O Monarch of saints. 

8. Most High God of hosts: blessed are they that put their trust in you. 

All sing the Gloria Patri and the antiphon. During the singing of: Glory…, 

the officiant and any other clergy present remove the biretta and incline the 

head slightly, but remain seated.  

All.  Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 

Birettas and the erect seated position are resumed for the second verse of the Gloria 

Patri:  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

All of the Psalms which follow are sung in exactly the same way; the celebrant 

announces the Psalm; the antiphon is sung by all; the officiant (or cantor) sings the 

first half of the first verse, the choir and people joining in at the second half; those on 

the epistle side may sing the odd numbered verses and those on the gospel side the 

even numbered verses; all sing the Gloria Patri and the antiphon. A slight pause for 

rest and recollection may be observed between the various Psalms. 

THE PSALM OF GODLY LIFE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Psalm of Godly Life. 

Antiphon 

O God, you uphold the righteous. And their inheritance shall endure 

forever. 

1. Behold how good and joyful a thing it is: to dwell together in unity. 

2. The integrity of the upright shall guide them: the righteousness of 

the perfect shall direct their way. 

3. Righteousness tends to life: and to them that sow it, there shall be a 

sure reward. 

4. Glorious is the fruit of good labours: and the root of wisdom shall 

never fall away 

5. You  shall show me the path of life; in your presence is the fullness 

of joy: and at your right hand there is pleasure for evermore.  



6. I will behold your presence in righteousness: and when I wake up 

after your likeness, I shall be satisfied with it. 

7. Our spirits are the candles of the Most High: and the righteous shall 

shine forth as the sun in the realm of their Creator. 

8. The Most High shall be their everlasting light: and their God their 

glory. 

9. Let  our light so shine  that our good works may be seen : and we 

may glorify our Creator who is in heaven. 

10. For every good gift and every perfect gift is from above:  and comes 

down from the Author of lights, in whom is no variableness, neither 

shadow of turning. 

11. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more 

unto the perfect day. 

12. The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God: and there, shall no 

torment touch them.  

13. In the sight the unwise they seem to die and their departure is taken 

for misery:  but they are in peace. 

14. For God, you created us to be immortal: and made us to be an image 

of your own eternity. 

All. Glory to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit. As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen 

Antiphon 

O God, you uphold the righteous. And their inheritance shall endure 

forever. 

 

THE SECOND PSALM OF PRAISE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Second Psalm of Praise. 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. O praise the Most High, for it is a good thing to sing praises to our 

God:  a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 

2. Great are you, O God, and great is your power:   and your wisdom     

is infinite. 



3. We sing unto you a new song: let the congregation of saints praise 

you. 

4. Let young men and maidens, old men and children, praise your 

name, Most High : for your name only is excellent and your praise 

above heav’n and earth. 

All. Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

THE PSALM OF WISDOM 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Psalm of Wisdom. 

Antiphon 

From you comes victory and wisdom. And yours, Most High is the glory. 

1. Blessed be your name, O God, for ever and ever: for you give their 

wisdom unto the wise and knowledge to them that know 

understanding. 

2. You reveal the deep and secret  things : you know what is in the 

darkness and the light dwells with you. 

3. Wisdom is the breath of the power of God : a pure effluence flowing 

from the glory of the Almighty 

4. Wisdom is the brightness of the everlasting light : the unspotted 

mirror of the power of God and the image of God’s goodness. 

5. Wisdom reaches from one end of the world to the other: mightily and 

sweetly does she order all things. 

6. Being but one, she can all things: remaining in herself, she makes all 

things new. 

7. Into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter:  nor dwell in the body 

that is subject unto sin 

8. Wisdom enters into holy souls: she makes them prophets and friends 

of God. 

9. For God loves them: that dwell with wisdom. 

10. They that love wisdom love life : and they that seek her early shall 

be filled with joy 



11. They that hold her fast shall inherit glory: and wheresoever she 

enters,  the Most High will  bless. 

12. Wisdom is more beautiful than the sun and above all the order of the 

stars: compared with the light, she is found before it. 

13. They that serve her shall minister to the Holy One: and the Most 

High loves them that love her. 

14. Wisdom is the rose of Sharon: and the lily of the valley. 

15. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things that you can 

desire are not to be compared to her.  

16. She is the mother of fair love: patience and perseverance, and of holy 

hope. 

17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness: and all her paths are peace. 

18. They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament: and 

they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever. 

Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

From you comes victory and wisdom. And yours, Most High is the glory. 

 

THE THIRD PSALM OF PRAISE 

During the singing of the last Psalm (the Third Psalm of Praise) incense is blessed 

and the thurifer (and boat bearer) takes his/her place opposite to and facing the 

celebrant, but at a convenient distance so that the view of the congregation is not 

unduly obstructed. While the incense is being prepared the two chief servers go to the 

credence, take up their lighted candles and  go to the celebrant. Bowing slightly to 

him/her, they stand on either side of him/her, a little in front of his prie-dieu and 

facing one another. 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Third Psalm of Praise.  

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. Let us praise you, O God, in your holiness:  praise you in the 

firmament of your power 

2. Let them praise you, all your angels :  praise you, all your host.  



3. Let us praise you in your noble acts :  praise you according to your 

excellent greatness. 

4. Let everything that has breath : praise you, Most High. 

At the Gloria Patri the officiant removes his/her biretta and bows as usual, 

and then lays the biretta on the seat beside him/her.  

All.  Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

The people rise. 

As the antiphon is being sung, s/he rises in his/her place to read the Little Chapter. 

(This is preferably read, not intoned,) All likewise remove their birettas and rise with 

him/her. 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

THE LITTLE CHAPTER 

During the reading of the Little Chapter the thurifer swings the thurible to and fro. 

The hands of the officiant are joined before his/her breast, unless it is necessary for 

him/her to hold the vesperal. 

P. Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God and everyone that loves 

is born of God and knows God. They that love not,  know not God; for God is 

love. And this  commandment have we, that they who love God love each 

other also.The Chapter ended, all sing 

C. Thanks be to God. 

The servers and thurifer bow to the celebrant and put away the candles and thurible. 

(Should the arrangements be such that the servers pass in front of the altar in going to 

and from the celebrant, they will face the altar and genuflect together each time. The 

thurifer will do likewise.)  

The Hymn is sung, all standing. 

HYMN 

O Trinity of burning light, 

Shine bright within our hearts this night; 

The fiery sun sinks in the west, 

Grant us in you in peace to rest. 

 

To you our morning song of praise, 

To you our evening hymn we raise; 



Your love supernal we adore, 

For ever and for evermore. 

During the last verse the celebrant proceeds to the middle before the lowest altar step. 

The two chief servers, bearing their lighted candles, having first joined him/her, 

precede him/her and station themselves on either side of him/her, slightly to the rear, 

facing the altar. Standing in plano all three genuflect.  

All glory to the Trinity, 

The Three in One, the One in Three, 

As it is now, it was before, 

And so it will be evermore. 

 

MAGNIFICAT 

The antiphon of the Magnificat is sung by all.  

Antiphon 

Blessed are the pure in heart. For they shall see God 

After the opening notes by the organist, the officiant (or cantor) now sings the 

opening words: 

 

1. My soul magnifies you, Most High: 

All at this point take up the singing of the Magnificat, which should be sung 

briskly. The verses are not sung alternately as in the case of the Psalms, but by 

all together.  

As soon as the celebrant has sung the opening words, s/he ascends to the 

footpace. If s/he is vested in surplice and stole, the servers place their candles 

on the corners of the lowest altar step and retire to their seats. If, however, s/he 

is vested in cope, after placing their candles on the step they ascend to the 

footpace with him/her and assist him/her by raising the corners of the cope 

during the censing of the altar. They genuflect and move with him/her in the 

same manner as the deacon and subdeacon at the Eucharist, keeping the cope 

spread out like an opened fan, in order that the arms of the celebrant may be 

free to swing the thurible.  

When s/he reaches the footpace, the celebrant moves to the epistle end and the 

thurifer comes to him/her as at the Eucharist. The first server may hold the 

boat while the second server holds up the right corner of the cope. After the 

incense has been blessed, the thurifer hands the closed thurible to the celebrant 

who censes the altar exactly as it is done at the First Censing in the Eucharist. 

This ended, the servers (if they accompanied the celebrant to the footpace) bow 

to him/her and retire to the sanctuary floor to stand in front of the altar before 

the corners of the lowest altar step. They take up their candles and hold them.  

 and my spirit has rejoiced in you, my God and Savior. 

2. For you have regarded: the lowliness of your handmaiden.  

3. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.  



4. For you who are mighty have magnified me: and holy is your name.  

5. And your mercy is on them that fear you: throughout all generations.  

6. You have showed strength with your arm: you have scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

7. You have put down the mighty from their seat: and have exalted the 

humble and meek.  

8. You have filled the hungry with good things: and the rich you have 

sent empty away.  

Towards the close of the Magnificat the two servers, whether standing before 

the altar or at their seats, go to place their candles on the credence. Returning 

to their places before the lowest altar step during the singing of the antiphon, 

they face the altar. After the censing of the altar the officiant returns the 

thurible to the thurifer, who thereupon censes first the celebrant, next any 

clergy present, then the two servers (individually in this case) and finally the 

people, in much the same way as is done at the Eucharist. The two servers face 

the thurifer while being censed, then turn again to face the altar. Meanwhile 

the celebrant returns to the middle of the footpace and stands there facing the 

altar until the end of the Magnificat. After censing the people, the thurifer, if 

the singing is not yet finished, stands in the middle in piano facing the altar, 

swinging the thurible to the right and to the left.  

9. You remembering your mercy: have helped your servant Israel. 

10. As you promised Abraham and Sarah: and their line for ever.  

Glory to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Blessed are the pure in heart. For they shall see God 

At the end of the antiphon the thurifer genuflects and returns the thurible to its place. 

The celebrant descends to stand in plano between the two servers, facing the altar. All 

three genuflect. The servers accompany the celebrant to his seat, bow slightly to him, 

and stand before their own seats facing the middle.  

Standing at his/her seat, the celebrant turns to the people, extends his/her hands 

momentarily and sings: 

P. Christ be with you. 

As the people respond, s/he turns back to face the middle. 

C. And with your spirit. 

 

THE COLLECTS 

Still standing, s/he intones;  

P. Let us pray. 

All kneel except the celebrant. S/he then intones or reads the 

Collect of the Day, while holding the book. S/he then may intone or 



read the three Evening Collects, if appropriate. Lastly follows the 

Collect for Peace, the response, 

The people kneel. 

 (Kneel) Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, 

and so guide the nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and 

goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s name we pray. After each Collect the 

congregation says or sings: Amen. 

The following collects may be recited if desired; but if Complin is to be said 

immediately afterwards, they shall be recited in that office and not in this place. 

P. 0 God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; give unto your servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

both that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments and also that 

we, being defended by you from the fear of all evil, may pass this night in rest 

and quietness; in Christ’s name we pray. R/.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God, the protector of all who trust in you, send forth your power 

to keep us this night both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in ourselves; 

that so far as is expedient for us we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts which may assault 

and hurt the soul; in Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

P. Almighty God, who have given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplications unto you; and  do promise that where two 

or three are gathered together in your name, there are you in the midst of 

them: fulfil now, Most High, the desires and petitions of your servants, as 

may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth and in the world to come life everlasting. R/. Amen 

The Collects ended, the celebrant sings:  

P. Let us bless the Most High 

C. Henceforth and for evermore 

After the response s/he crosses him/herself and sings; (All likewise 

cross themselves. ) 

P.  + May the souls of the departed through the love of God rest in peace. 

C. Amen. 

S/he then sings: 

P. Give us, O God, your peace. 

and the people respond; 

C. And life everlasting. 

If Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament is to follow, the celebrant makes the sign of 

the cross over him/herself and intones or says the Grace. The sermon, if any, then 

follows. This ended, an offertory hymn may be sung during which the collection is 

taken. The celebrant goes to the altar to present the offerings of the people. The service 

of Benediction then follows.  



If no other service follows Vespers, the celebrant omits the Grace and proceeds 

immediately with the sermon, if any. Then may follow the Offertory Hymn, the 

celebrant presenting the offerings at the altar. This ended, the celebrant stands at 

his/her seat, turns to the people and blesses them in the usual way as s/he intones or 

says the Blessing. 

+The Grace of our Sovereign Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. The people respond:  Amen 

Blessing 

P. Unto your gracious love and protection, O God, may we be committed ; 

may you +  bless us, Most High, and keep us; may you make your face to 

shine upon us and be gracious unto us; may you lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us your  peace, now and for evermore. R/.  

Amen. 

A Recessional Hymn may  be sung as the procession returns, usually by the shorter 

way, to the vestry.  

The Hail, Holy Queen, is commonly said after the completion of the rosary, and is 

recited after the office of Complin, and after the last public service of the day. 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 

our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 

To you we cry, the children of Eve; 

to you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this land of exile. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us; 

lead us home at last 

and show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus: 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_hours

