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VESPERS-pew copy 

 (The Angelus was traditionally recited in churches, convents, and monasteries three 

times daily: 6:00 am, noon, and 6:00 pm., and is usually accompanied by the ringing 

of the Angelus bell, which is to spread good-will to everyone on Earth. In most 

Franciscan houses, the Angelus continues to be prayed three times a day. We pray it 

before the morning, midday and evening service of each day.) 

V. The angel of the Most High declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Word is with you. Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us children, now and at the hour 

of our need. Amen. 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Most High. 

R. Be it done unto me according to your Word. 

Hail Mary... 

V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary... 

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech you, Most High ,  Your 

grace into our hearts, that we to whom the incarnation of our 

Sovereign Christ was made known by the message of an angel, 

may by Christ’s teaching and life be brought to the glory of the 

resurrection; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Vespers is one of the ancient canonical hours of the church, or portions of the divine 

office recited as an act of devotion. These are: Matins, Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, 

None, Vespers, Complin. Vespers has become the most popular of these, being well 

adapted to use as a public evening service. 

The psalms, heralded by the key-thoughts of their respective antiphons, serve to attune 

the mind to the glory of the Deity. The Little Chapter and hymn introduce other 

notes. Then the whole culminates in the great outpouring of praise at the Magnificat 

and comes to a fitting conclusion in the peace and calm of the collects and final 

versicles. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelus#Angelus_bell


The service follows somewhat closely the structure of the Latin original, but the 

component matter is different. The psalms, for example, are a cento. 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The people stand. 

Priest. In the name of the Holy Trinity, + Creator, Word and Holy Spirit. 

R/.      Amen. 

After the priest has reached the sedilia the service proceeds as follows: 

P. Our help is in the name of the Most High 

C. Who has made heaven and earth. 

P. Let us trust in our God  for ever. 

C. For you are our  Rock of  Ages. 

P. Blessed are the pure in  heart. 

C. For they shall see God. 

P. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

All. Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

 

All are seated. 

The priest alone (or a cantor appointed by him/her) in all cases sings the first half of 

the first verse of each of the psalms, the choir and people joining in at the second half. 

In order to avoid tiring the voices of the people it is usual, unless the congregation be 

very small, to sing the psalms antiphonally, one half of the choir and people (generally 

those on the epistle side) singing the verses with odd numbers and the other half those 

with even numbers. All join in the Gloria. 

Some of the psalms may be omitted at the discretion of the officiant, for instance, the 

Second Psalm of Praise and either the Psalm of Godly Life or the Psalm of Wisdom. 

 

THE FIRST PSALM OF PRAISE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the First Psalm of Praise. 

Antiphon 

All: Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. We praise you Most High, for you are gracious: we sing praises unto 

your name, for it is lovely. 



2. You have promised your blessing: and life for evermore. 

3. We will be glad and rejoice in you:  our songs will we make of your 

name, Most High. 

4. We will greatly rejoice in you and be joyful in our God: for you will 

cause righteousness and praise to spring forth in all nations. 

5. We give you thanks, 0 God almighty: who were and are and are to 

come. 

6. You are worthy, Most High, to receive glory and honour and power:  

for you have created all things. 

7. Great and marvellous are your works, O God Almighty: just and true 

are your ways, O Monarch of saints. 

8. Most High God of hosts: blessed are they that put their trust in you. 

All.  Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

THE PSALM OF GODLY LIFE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Psalm of Godly Life. 

Antiphon 

O God, you uphold the righteous. And their inheritance shall endure 

forever. 

1. Behold how good and joyful a thing it is: to dwell together in unity. 

2. The integrity of the upright shall guide them: the righteousness of 

the perfect shall direct their way. 

3. Righteousness tends to life: and to them that sow it, there shall be a 

sure reward. 

4. Glorious is the fruit of good labours: and the root of wisdom shall 

never fall away 

5. You shall show me the path of life; in your presence is the fullness of 

joy: and at your right hand there is pleasure for evermore.  

6. I will behold your presence in righteousness: and when I wake up 

after your likeness, I shall be satisfied with it. 



7. Our spirits are the candles of the Most High: and the righteous shall 

shine forth as the sun in the realm of their Creator. 

8. The Most High shall be their everlasting light: and their God their 

glory. 

9. Let  our light so shine  that our good works may be seen : and we 

may glorify our Creator who is in heaven. 

10. For every good gift and every perfect gift is from above:  and comes 

down from the Author of lights, in whom is no variableness, neither 

shadow of turning. 

11. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more 

unto the perfect day. 

12. The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God: and there, shall no 

torment touch them.  

13. In the sight the unwise they seem to die and their departure is taken 

for misery:  but they are in peace. 

14. For God, you created us to be immortal: and made us to be an image 

of your own eternity. 

All. Glory to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit. As it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen 

Antiphon 

O God, you uphold the righteous. And their inheritance shall endure 

forever. 

 

THE SECOND PSALM OF PRAISE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Second Psalm of Praise. 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. O praise the Most High, for it is a good thing to sing praises to our 

God:  a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 

2. Great are you, O God, and great is your power:   and your wisdom     

is infinite. 

3. We sing unto you a new song: let the congregation of saints praise 

you. 



4. Let young men and maidens, old men and children, praise your 

name, Most High : for your name only is excellent and your praise 

above heav’n and earth. 

All. Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

THE PSALM OF WISDOM 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Psalm of Wisdom. 

Antiphon 

From you comes victory and wisdom. And yours, Most High is the glory. 

1. Blessed be your name, O God, for ever and ever: for you give their 

wisdom unto the wise and knowledge to them that know 

understanding. 

2. You reveal the deep and secret  things : you know what is in the 

darkness and the light dwells with you. 

3. Wisdom is the breath of the power of God : a pure effluence flowing 

from the glory of the Almighty 

4. Wisdom is the brightness of the everlasting light : the unspotted 

mirror of the power of God and the image of God’s goodness. 

5. Wisdom reaches from one end of the world to the other: mightily and 

sweetly does she order all things. 

6. Being but one, she can all things: remaining in herself, she makes all 

things new. 

7. Into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter:  nor dwell in the body 

that is subject unto sin 

8. Wisdom enters into holy souls: she makes them prophets and friends 

of God. 

9. For God loves them: that dwell with wisdom. 

10. They that love wisdom love life : and they that seek her early shall 

be filled with joy 

11. They that hold her fast shall inherit glory: and wheresoever she 

enters,  the Most High will  bless. 



12. Wisdom is more beautiful than the sun and above all the order of the 

stars: compared with the light, she is found before it. 

13. They that serve her shall minister to the Holy One: and the Most 

High loves them that love her. 

14. Wisdom is the rose of Sharon: and the lily of the valley. 

15. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things that you can 

desire are not to be compared to her.  

16. She is the mother of fair love: patience and perseverance, and of holy 

hope. 

17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness: and all her paths are peace. 

18. They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament: and 

they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever. 

Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

From you comes victory and wisdom. And yours, Most High is the glory. 

 

THE THIRD PSALM OF PRAISE 

P. Let us sing to the praise and glory of God the Third Psalm of Praise.  

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 

 

1. Let us praise you, O God, in your holiness:  praise you in the 

firmament of your power 

2. Let them praise you, all your angels :  praise you, all your host.  

3. Let us praise you in your noble acts :  praise you according to your 

excellent greatness. 

4. Let everything that has breath : praise you, Most High. 

All. Glory  to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

The people rise. 

Antiphon 

Praise to you, Most High. May your name be praised. 



 

THE LITTLE CHAPTER 

P. Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God and everyone that loves 

is born of God and knows God. They that love not,  know not God; for God is 

love. And this  commandment have we, that they who love God love each 

other also. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 

O Trinity of burning light, 

Shine bright within our hearts this night; 

The fiery sun sinks in the west, 

Grant us in you in peace to rest. 

 

To you our morning song of praise, 

To you our evening hymn we raise; 

Your love supernal we adore, 

For ever and for evermore. 

 

All glory to the Trinity, 

The Three in One, the One in Three, 

As it is now, it was before, 

And so it will be evermore. 

 

MAGNIFICAT 

 

Antiphon 

Blessed are the pure in heart. For they shall see God 

 

1. My soul magnifies you, Most High: and my spirit has rejoiced in you, 

my God and Savior. 

2. For you have regarded: the lowliness of your handmaiden.  

3. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.  

4. For you who are mighty have magnified me: and holy is your name.  

5. And your mercy is on them that fear you: throughout all generations.  

6. You have showed strength with your arm: you have scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

7. You have put down the mighty from their seat: and have exalted the 

humble and meek.  

8. You have filled the hungry with good things: and the rich you have 

sent empty away.  



9. You remembering your mercy: have helped your servant Israel. 

10. As you promised Abraham and Sarah: and their line for ever.  

Glory to you, Source of All Being : Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. 

Amen 

Antiphon 

Blessed are the pure in heart. For they shall see God 

 

P. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

 

THE COLLECTS 

P. Let us pray. 

The people kneel. 

The collect of the day is said, followed by this collect for peace. 

(Kneel) Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, 

and so guide the nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and 

goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s name we pray. After each Collect the 

congregation says or sings: Amen. 

The following collects may be recited if desired; but if Complin is to be said 

immediately afterwards, they shall be recited in that office and not in this place. 

P. 0 God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; give unto your servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

both that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments and also that 

we, being defended by you from the fear of all evil, may pass this night in rest 

and quietness; in Christ’s name we pray. R/.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God, the protector of all who trust in you, send forth your power 

to keep us this night both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in ourselves; 

that so far as is expedient for us we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts which may assault 

and hurt the soul; in Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

P. Almighty God, who have given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplications unto you; and  do promise that where two 

or three are gathered together in your name, there are you in the midst of 

them: fulfil now, Most High, the desires and petitions of your servants, as 

may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth and in the world to come life everlasting. R/. Amen 

P. Let us bless the Most High 

C. Henceforth and for evermore 



P.  + May the souls of the departed through the love of God rest in peace. 

C. Amen. 

P. Give us, O God, your peace. 

C. And life everlasting. 

If Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament is to be celebrated, the priest intones the 

following ‘Grace’, after which may follow a sermon and a hymn. 

+The Grace of our Sovereign Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. The people respond:  Amen 

If there is to be no service of Benediction the priest omits the ‘Grace’ and proceeds 

immediately with the sermon, if any. He then gives the following blessing. 

Blessing 

P. Unto your gracious love and protection, O God, may we be committed ; 

may you +  bless us, Most High, and keep us; may you make your face to 

shine upon us and be gracious unto us; may you lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us your  peace, now and for evermore. R/.  

Amen. 

If it is desired to sing a hymn it may precede the blessing or follow it as a recessional. 

The Hail, Holy Queen, is commonly said after the completion of the rosary, and is 

recited after the office of Complin, and after the last public service of the day. 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 

our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 

To you we cry, the children of Eve; 

to you we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this land of exile. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us; 

lead us home at last 

and show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus: 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_hours

