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1. THE BLESSING OF HOLY WATER  

The blessing of holy water may take place at any hour. In as much as both salt 

and water are exorcised, the general rule is followed and a violet stole is worn, 

but in emergency a stole of any colour will suffice. The priest is vested in 

surplice (Or amice, alb and girdle) and stole. If elsewhere than in a church, and 

vesting is inconvenient, he/she may do the blessing in ordinary clothes.  

Before him/her should be placed a vessel of water and some salt.  

Only sufficient salt should be blessed to make the water distinctly salty; it must 

not be turned into brine. It is best to avoid boiled or distilled water and to use 

freshly drawn water. Care should be taken to see that the salt is pure (if 

obtainable) and not the so-called free-running salt which is mixed with other 

substances to prevent caking or hardening. It is a good plan to keep in the 

church a covered, wide-mouthed glass or porcelain jar or bowl in which a supply 

of pure salt may be stored. (Jewish kosher salt is pure.)  

Fresh holy water should be prepared frequently for use in the church, as it loses 

most of its force in two or three weeks.  

 

When the holy water is to be used in the rite of Baptism, the special prayer and 

blessing provided in the Liturgy, set out below,  is added, the priest making the 

sign of the cross twice over the holy water as indicated. Fresh baptismal holy 

water should be prepared for each service at which one or more baptisms are to 

take place.  

Holy water may be blessed on the altar, in which case two candles may be 

lighted.  

When a bishop prepares holy water he/she vests in rochet and violet stole, wears 

the cross and ring, and may use the crozier.  

It should be remembered that whenever salt water falls upon the silk of a 

vestment it causes the fabric to crumble away leaving a hole in the material. It 

will also corrode metal such as an altar cross or candlesticks. Actual drops of 

water need not fall on the object sprinkled, when there is danger of causing 

damage. The influence of the holy water, directed by the intention of the priest, 

will suffice. 

 

THE EXORCISM AND BLESSING OF THE SALT  

 

The priest, duly vested, holds his/her right hand, palm down, over the salt and 

exorcises it,making the sign of the cross where indicated. 

Priest. I exorcise you, creature of salt, by the living + God, by the holy + 

God, by the omnipotent + God, that you may be purified from all evil 

influence, in the name of the Ruler of angels and of us all, whose majesty 

and glory fill the whole earth. Amen.  



He/she then blesses the salt, making the sign of the cross twice. 

P. We pray you, 0 God, in your boundless loving kindness to stretch 

forth the right hand of your power upon this creature of salt which we + 

bless and + hallow in your holy name. Grant that this salt may make for 

health of mind and body to all who partake thereof and that there may 

be banished from the place where it is used every power of adversity and 

every illusion or artifice of evil; In Christ's name we pray. Amen.  

 

THE EXORCISM AND BLESSING 0F THE WATER  

In exactly the same way the water is exorcized and blessed  

P. I exorcise you, creature of water, by the living + God, by the holy + 

God, by the omnipotent + God, that you may be purified from all evil 

influence, in the name of the Ruler of angels and of us all, whose majesty 

and glory fill the whole earth. Amen.  

P. 0 God, who for our helping and safeguarding  hallow the water set 

apart for the service of your holy church, send forth your light and your 

power upon this element of water which we + bless and + hallow in your 

holy name. Grant that whosoever uses this water in faithfulness of spirit 

may be strengthened in all goodness and that everything sprinkled with 

it may be made holy and pure and guarded from all assaults of evil; In 

Christ's name we pray. Amen.  

Now taking up some of the salt in his/her right hand he/she casts it thrice into 

the water in the form of a cross. 

P. Let salt and water mingle together in the name of the Holy Trinity, + 

Creator, + Word and Holy + Spirit. Amen. 

More salt may be taken up, if required, for making the second and third sign, 

then the remainder of the blessed salt is added to the water.  

The Minor Benediction and the Amen which follows each prayer are omitted, if 

the service is not public.  

P. Christ be with you.  

C.  And with your spirit.  

Again extending his/her right hand over the vessel of holy water, the priest says:  

P. 0 God, the giver of invincible strength and Sovereign of irresistible 

power, whose splendour shines throughout the whole of creation, we 

pray you to look upon this your creature of salt and water, to pour down 

upon it the radiance of your + blessing and to + hallow it with the dew of 

your loving- kindness, that wherever it shall be sprinkled and your holy 

name shall be invoked in prayer, every noble aspiration may be 

strengthened, every good resolve made firm and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit vouchsafed to us who, place our trust in you; who with the 

Word live and reign in the unity of the same Holy Spirit, God 

throughout all ages of ages. Amen.  

 
 



2. THE BLESSING OF HOLY WATER FOR BAPTISM  

 

The priest takes holy water and says over it the following blessing:  

 

Priest. 0 Sovereign Christ, who in the mystery of your boundless love did 

take upon yourself the limitations of human form and in your gracious 

compassion did gather little children into your arms; stretch forth, we 

pray you the right hand of your power over this holy water and fill it 

with your heavenly + grace and + blessing, that those ( or as the case may 

be ) to be baptized therewith may receive the fullness of your love and 

ever remain in the number of your faithful children. R. Amen.  

 

 

3. THE BLESSING OF OBJECTS IN GENERAL  

 

When objects are blessed, the general rule is that the priest wears a surplice 

and violet stole, provided the object is to be exorcised. If there be no 

exorcism, the colour of the stole is white. Where less formality is involved 

the priest may wear his/her ordinary clothes. 

 While saying the exorcism, he/she holds his/her right hand palm down over 

the object. He/she mentions the name of the object in the exorcism and in the 

blessing as indicated in the Liturgy.  

After the exorcism he/she may sprinkle the object thrice with holy water. 

This is always omitted if the object is made of silk or other material which 

the salt water would injure. He/she may also cense the object thrice with the 

thurible with the usual sequence of swings: middle, left, right. In the 

blessing he/she twice makes the sign of the cross over the object.  

Suitable objects, more especially those (such as eucharistic vestments) to be 

used in the church, may be blessed on the altar. Two candles may be lighted, 

and a server may bring the aspergill and thurible as required.  

 

THE EXORCISM  

 

Priest. In your name, O God, I exorcise all influences of evil that they 

may be banished and driven forth from this….which we are about to 

dedicate to your service. In the power of God the + loving Source of 

All, and of Christ the + Eternal Word  and of God the + Holy  Spirit. 

R.  Amen.  

 

 

The object may now be sprinkled with holy water and censed.  

 

P. Let us pray.  

 



P. 0 God, who in the mystery of your boundless love did breathe 

forth your own divine life into your universe and are yourself the 

continual source of its existence, stretch forth, we pray you, the right 

hand of your power over this….,which has in divers ways been 

purified, and fill this creature with heavenly + grace and + blessing; 

grant that whosoever shall use this….may be enlightened in heart 

and mind and serve you in all good works; through our Sovereign 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God throughout all ages of ages. R. Amen.  

 

 


