
The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 

A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

1. The Short Form when Said by a Priest (Low Celebration) 

The preparations to be made are exactly the same as in the Long Form. The following differences 

in celebrating in the Short Form are, however, to be noted.  

The people stand until the Confiteor. At the end of the Asperges , the priest says the Antiphon 

and Canticle of the Short Form in company with the people. The service proceeds as usual until 

the end of the Absolution. The people now rise. At this point the celebrant turns to the altar, 

opens his/her hands and says: With praise and with prayer shall our temple be built, the servers 

and people responding; To God alone be the glory. The people are seated while the altar is being 

censed, then stand for the Introit. The Epistle, Munda cor Meum and Gospel may be omitted, but 

if said, the ritual is exactly the same as in the Long Form. If omitted, the Gradual also may be 

omitted, but it is preferable that it be retained, There may or may not be a sermon. Any of the 

authorized Creeds or Acts of Faith may be said as the Creed.  

A hymn may be sung and a collection taken before the Offertorium. The second censing is exactly 

the same as in the Long Form. The Lavabo is the same, except that no words are said unless 

desired by the celebrant, in which case he/she uses those of the Long Form. If he/she does, he/she 

may say the Gloria Patri as well as the other parts silently.  

The Orate Fratres may be the same as in the Long Form, or the optional addition may be inserted. 

There are other optional uses authorized. The prayer which follows the Orate Fratres is shorter, 

and there are only two verses in the hymn, 0 come, all ye faithful.  

The hands are extended while saying the prayer: Wherefore, 0 Lord and heavenly Father , which 

follows the hymn, but they are joined for a moment at the word: offer. When in this prayer the 

priest reaches the words: And we pray that thou.... he/she bows the head and remains in this 

position until the words, eternal sacrifice. The ritual actions from this point onwards are exactly 

the same as in the Long Form.  

Clergy in choir and servers will take their places for Communion immediately before the 

Salutation of Peace.  

2. The Short Form when Sung by a Priest or Bishop (High Celebration) 

Three hymns are usual as in the Long Form. The Asperges is usually intoned. The clergy and 

choir are not aspersed. After the celebrant has said: Brethren, Let us ..our Temple, all sing the 

Antiphon. The organist plays the opening notes of the Canticle and the celebrant alone sings the 

words: We are no more strangers and foreigners. The remainder of the Canticle and the Antiphon 

are sung by all together. After the Absolution the celebrant, facing the altar, sings: With praise 

..temple be built, the people singing the response: To God alone be the glory. The remaining sung 

portions of the service are the same as in the Long Form.  

The clergy and servers take their places for Communion immediately before the Salutation of 

Peace.  

 


