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The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 

A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

SERVICE OF ANOINTING WITH HOLY OIL (HEALING) 

General Directions  

The Service of Healing may take place at any convenient hour, either in the morning, afternoon 

or evening. The morning is the most suitable time, as the bodies have not by then been subjected 

to the stress of the day’s life and work In some churches, however, one evening a week or a month 

is devoted to the work of healing, it having been found that more people in need of help can 

attend at that time. It is a public service, non-members as well as members being free to come 

forward for anointing and to receive Communion.  

To have the best effect, the Healing Service should be held in a church or chapel with a 

congregation present. The Form of Healing Service for Use in Private should be used for private 

administration, even in the church.  

Red vestments are used at the Service of Healing, except that where specifically authorized by the 
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Ordinary, green may be used. When green is used, the Veni Creator must be omitted. (MESFC 

authorizes any colour and the use or omission of the Veni Creator as preferred) . The officiant, if a 

priest, is vested in surplice, stole and biretta. The biretta is worn to and from the sanctuary, but 

not during the service itself.  

If Communion is to be administered, there should be in the tabernacle, preferably contained in a 

ciborium, consecrated Hosts sufficient for the needs of the people. A corporal is spread upon the 

altar in front of the tabernacle and a burse is placed nearby to the gospel side.  

A missal stand may be placed on the altar to the epistle side, although it will be used only during 

the saying of two or three prayers. The six regular altar candles are lighted. Incense is not 

required during the service, but the thurible, if desired, may be carried in the procession to and 

from the sanctuary. On the credence table are placed a lavabo bowl, (lemon, bread crumb,) water 

and a towel, to be used for the cleansing of the fingers of the officiant after the anointing is over. 

The priest may dip his/her fingers in water and wipe them on a towel after ministering to each 

patient, a server holding the bowl and towel. The missal stand may be moved to the credence 

table, if it is placed adjacent to where the people will kneel for unction, and the ritual placed 
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thereon during the anointing.  

There are two possible arrangements in connection with the coming forward of the people for 

anointing. If there are many to receive the unction, and therefore as little time as possible should 

be lost between the individual anointings, a number of people may come forward at once to the 

altar rail when summoned by the priest. In this case the officiant passes from person to person, 

new people coming forward to take the place of those returning to their seats. The other 

arrangement is for the people to come forward one by one, each kneeling on a cushion or hassock 

at the altar rail at the place where the officiant stands during the entire anointing.  

Two servers are desirable and three can be used: one to hold the service book, one to present the 

oil stock to the officiant and to offer the water and towel whenever the officiant wishes to cleanse 

his/her hands after an anointing, a third who remains outside the sanctuary to marshal and 

assist the people who come forward and to aid those who have difficulty, to rise afterwards, If 

only one server is available he/she carries the oil stock and holds the service book for the officiant 

whenever the latter lays on both hands. He/she fetches the water and towel when needed, placing 

the book and oil on the table for the time being.  
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It should be impressed upon the people that those with contagious diseases should not come 

forward for unction at a general service. (The priest may arrange to give then unction privately.) 

The officiant must not be of lesser rank than priest. In a church where there are several priests it 

is advisable to assign to one priest alone (that priest who by experience has been found to be the 

best natural channel for the forces of healing) the duty of conducting all Services of Healing. A 

Service of Healing at which several priests officiate conjointly often does more harm than good to 

those anointed. A priest should not attempt to officiate unless he/she him/herself is in good 

health. If he/she becomes ill, or his/her health is impaired, and there is no other priest available to 

take his/her place in the Service, it is better that the service be postponed for the time being than 

that he/she should officiate and possibly convey something of the condition of his/her body to 

those who come forward for anointing.  

Priests must not introduce other healing methods into this service. These methods may be 

effective and valuable in their own place, but it is not well to mix two types of healing, and to do 

so has not the necessary authorization of the Church,  
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Should the Healing Service follow immediately after the Holy Eucharist, the aspersing, Confiteor 

and Absolution may be omitted, but the prayer at the end of the Asperges, invoking the Angel of 

healing, should be said. In this case those receiving unction should receive Communion during 

the Healing Service rather than during the Eucharist.  
 Bishop Officiating  

The bishop is vested in rochet, stole and biretta. He/she wears the 

pectoral cross and ring, and uses the crosier. He/she may wear the 

mozetta (or mantelletta). He/she wears the biretta and holds the 

crosier at the Invocation, Absolution and final Benediction.  

The ceremony otherwise is exactly the same except that at each 

anointing, after the laying on of hands, the bishop first cleanses 

his/her hand of oil then takes the crosier and lays the central part of 

the spiral lightly on top of the head of the person. Holding it there a 

moment, he/she then returns the crosier to the bearer and proceeds 

with the anointing of the next person.  

 Bishop in Choir  

If a bishop is present in choir at a Healing Service, he/she will give the 

Invocation, Absolution and final Benediction. He/she takes no other 
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part in the service. 

 

Priest Officiating  

The officiant goes usually by the short way to the sanctuary preceded by the servers. All 

genuflect upon reaching the lowest step before the altar, the priest first removing his/her biretta 

and giving it to a server to put in a convenient place. Standing in the middle before the lowest 

altar step, the officiant intones or says the Invocation, asperses him/herself, the altar and the 

people with the same words and in the same way as in the Short Form of the Holy Eucharist. It 

should be noted, however, that the prayer at the end of the Asperges is different from that in the 

Eucharistic Service.  

To begin the service the priest makes cross over him/herself with the right hand in the usual 

manner: 

Stand 

P. In the name of the Holy Trinity, Creator, (+) Word, and Holy Spirit. Amen 
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Taking now the aspergill (which has been dipped in, or filled with, holy water), s/he crosses 

him/herself with it, saying:  

P: Purify us, Most High, that we may worthily perform your service.  

The priest then asperses the altar in the middle and the sanctuary to his/her left and to his/her 

right, saying:  

In your strength do we repel all evil from this your holy altar and sanctuary,  

Now turning towards the people, the priest asperses them with the same triple motion, down the 

centre of the church, to the left and to the right, saying as s/he does so:  

and from this house, wherein we worship you;  

Turning back to the altar, the priest gives the aspergill to the server (who places it on the 

credence) and, unless s/he is holding the missal, joins his/her hands before his/her breast while 

saying:  

and we pray, O Holy One, that you will send your healing angel to minister unto these 

people here present that they may be restored to health of mind and body; in Christ’s 

name we pray. 
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C. Amen.  

 

 

CONFITEOR 

The celebrants hands remain joined before the breast, unless s/he is holding the missal.  

All kneel and say together:   

O Holy One, You have created us to be immortal and made us to be an image of Your 

own eternity yet often we forget the glory of our heritage and wander from the path 

which leads to righteousness. But You, Most High, have made us for Yourself and our 

hearts are ever restless till they find their rest in You. Look with the eyes of Your love 

upon our manifold imperfections and pardon all our shortcomings, that we may be 

filled with the brightness of the everlasting light and become the unspotted mirror of 

Your power and the image of Your goodness; In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION 
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At the close of the Confiteor the priest rises, ascends to the footpace, bows to the cross, and, 

standing in the middle, turns to face the people. Placing his/her left hand on his/her breast and 

extending his/her right arm towards them with palm to the front and all fingers extended, s/he 

pronounces the Absolution. (The missal will have been placed on the missal stand before turning 

to the people.) At the words marked with a cross, s/he makes the sign of the cross over the people. 

P. May God the Source of all Being , Eternal [+] Word and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve 

and sanctify us; may God's face shine upon us and be gracious unto us; may the Most 

High (+) heal us  from all our imperfections and grant us the grace and comfort of the 

Holy Spirit. C. Amen.  

He/she turns back to the altar.  

The hymn; Immortal Love or another suitable hymn may now be sung. It is helpful, but not an 

essential part of the service. It should be omitted if its singing is difficult. The people stand for 

the hymns but are seated afterwards.  
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(HYMN: STAND  

(Tune: Bishopthorpe or any CM tune.) 

Immortal Love, for ever full, 

For ever flowing free, 

For ever shared, for ever whole, 

A never-ebbing sea. 

 

Our outward lips confess the Name 

All other names above; 

Love only knoweth whence it came, 

And comprehendeth love. 

 

We need not climb the heavenly steeps 

To bring the Lord Christ down; 
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Alike within the lowest deeps 

Is He, of heaven the Crown. 

 

But warm, sweet, tender even yet 

A present help is He; 

And faith has still its Olivet, 

And love its Galilee. 

 

The healing of His seamless dress 

Is by our beds of pain; 

We touch Him in life's throng and press, 

And we are whole again. 

 

Through Him the first fond prayers are said 

Our lips of childhood frame; 
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The last low whispers o'er our dead 

Are uttered in His Name. 

 

Alone, O Love ineffable, 

Thy holy Name is given; 

A thousand saints Thy glories tell 

Who in that Name have striven. 

 

Lord Christ, of Love and Joy the Sun, 

Undying praise to Thee, 

With Father and with Spirit One, 

Through all eternity. 

Amen. 

Taking now his/her service book the priest walks to the epistle end of the foot- pace and turns by 

his/her right to face the people. He/she announces and reads the words of the Apostle James.  
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Sit 

P. Hear the words of the apostle James: 

Are any sick among you? Let them call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 

over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Most High: 

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Most High shall raise them up; and if 

they have committed sins, they shall be forgiven them. 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that you may be healed. 

The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous avails much. 

Turning back to the altar and going to the middle, he/she kneels on the footpace and joins in the 

singing or saying of the Veni Creator (unless the green stole is used, in which case the Veni 

Creator must be omitted).  

Kneel 

(Tune: Veni Creator) 

Come, Thou Creator Spirit blest, 

And in our souls take up Thy rest; 
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Come with Thy grace and heavenly aid, 

To fill the hearts which Thou hast made. 

 

Great Paraclete, to Thee we cry, 

O highest gift of God most high; 

O living Fount, O Fire, O Love, 

And sweet anointing from above. 

 

Thou in Thy sevenfold gift art known; 

Thee, Finger of God's Hand, we own, 

The promise of the Father, Thou 

Who dost the tongue with power endow. 

 

Kindle our senses from above, 

And make our hearts o'erflow with love; 
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With patience firm and virtue high 

The weakness of our flesh supply. 

 

Far let us drive our tempting foe, 

And Thine abiding peace bestow; 

So shall we not, with Thee for guide, 

Turn from the path of life aside. 

 

O may Thy grace on us bestow 

The Father and the Son to know, 

And Thee, through endless times confessed, 

Of both eternal Spirit blest. 

 

All glory while the ages run 

Be to the Father and the Son, 
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Who gave us life; the same to Thee, 

O Holy Ghost, eternally. 

Amen. 

Rising and standing on the footpace in the middle, the priest turns to the people and says: 

[Priest Let us pray. 

making the sign of the cross once over the people where indicated. (kneel)  

Most High, who have given us bodily health and vigour with which to serve you, we 

pray you to free your servants from their sickness (or imperfections or weakness) so far 

as may be expedient for them, and by the might of your + blessing to restore to them 

full health, both outwardly in their bodies and inwardly in their souls; in Christ’s name 

we pray. Amen.] 

Kneel for healing, otherwise sit. 

Now descending to the sanctuary floor, the priest goes to the place where he/she is to give the 

unction. He/she is accompanied by the servers who are to assist him/her. Arriving before the altar 

rail, the officiant may use the words:  
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Let those who desire to be anointed come forward.  

Those desiring to receive the unction either come forward one by one to kneel before the priest, or 

a number of then come forward at once and kneel at the altar rail, while the priest passes from 

person to person, as previously described.  

As each person kneels before him/her, the officiant, with right hand upraised, palm towards the 

person as at Absolution, says the words of the Exorcism, making the sign of the cross three times. 

He/she uses a low or moderate tone of voice during the exorcism and the anointing. The server on 

his/her left may hold the book for him/her. Music may be played on the organ during the entire 

time that the people are being anointed. This music should be quiet, devotional, uplifting, 

inspiring, free from sorrow or lamentation.  

In the name which is above every name, in the power of the Holy Trinity, Creator [+] 

Word [+] and Holy [+] Spirit, I exorcize all influences of evil, that you may be rightly 

purified to receive this Sacrament of Holy Unction. 
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After the exorcism the officiant moistens his/her right thumb with the Oil for the Sick, 

presented to him/her  by a server and proceeds to anoint the person in the form of a cross upon 

the forehead, saying:  

In the name of our Sovereign Christ and invoking the help of the holy Archangel 

Raphael, I [+] anoint you with oil, that you may gain refreshment both of soul and 

body. 

Immediately afterwards he/she anoints in the same manner as before, but in silence, the centres 

at the crown of the head, the front of the throat, the nape of the neck. The last-mentioned cross is 

made without moving from his/her place in front of the person. It may not always be possible to 

contact the scalp when making the Sign of the cross on top of the head, but at the last two crosses 

the skin ought always to be touched.  

Now, placing both hands upon the head of the person (being careful not to bear down heavily 

upon the head — a light touch suffices) and thinking intently of the Christ with the will to heal, 

the officiant says slowly: 
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O  Christ, the Word of God pour down your healing power upon this your child, and 

enfold him/her in the light of your love. 

If he/she has been informed of the nature of the affliction of the person, he/she may direct the 

healing power to that part of the body which is affected. The officiant should refrain from trying 

to use his/her own personal power of healing, but rather think of offering him/herself as a channel 

for the healing power of Christ and His holy Angels. A server stationed outside the altar rail, 

may assist the person to rise. The officiant cleanses his/her fingers with water brought to him/her  

by a server and wipes them on the towel.  

When all so desiring have been anointed, and the priest has cleansed his/her hands after the last 

patient, he/she faces the congregation and reads the prayer:  
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 [As with this visible oil our bodies are outwardly anointed, so may you, Almighty God 

grant of your infinite goodness that our souls may be anointed inwardly with the Holy 

Spirit, who is the spirit of strength, relief and gladness, and may you so replenish us 

with the spirit of your wisdom and strengthen us with your mighty power, that we may 

persevere in the way of holiness and ever serve you joyfully in the course which you 

have appointed for us; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen.] 

 

[If Communion is to be administered) the officiant faces the altar and says, with 

hands extended : 

P. 0 you, who in this wonderful sacrament have left us a living memorial and pledge of 

your marvellous love for creation  and  therein graciously draw us into wondrous and 

mystic communion with you, grant us so to receive the sacred mysteries of your Body 

and Blood that our souls may be lifted into the immensity of your love and that, being 

filled with a high endeavour, we may ever be mindful of your indwelling presence and 

breathe forth the fragrance of a holy life. C. Amen. 
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At the end of the prayer, s/he opens the tabernacle door, genuflects, takes out the ciborium, closes 

the door, uncovers the ciborium, and taking up the ciborium and a Host in the usual way, turns 

to the people and invites them with the customary words and sign to come forward to 

Communion. 

The priest, with a particle, blesses the people, as s/he says: 

(+)  You who desire to partake of the body of Christ, draw nigh and 

receive this most holy sacrament. 

S/he administers Communion as at the Eucharist. (S/he may of course receive Communion 

him/herself if s/he has not previously received that day.) 

The people should come forward to the communion rail and kneel. As s/he administers the holy 

communion  to each, the priest says: 

The Body [+] of Christ keep you unto life eternal. 

(It is the custom in the Liberal Catholic Church to administer the sacred host directly into the 

mouth and not into the hand of the communicant, for which purpose the head should be held 

upright, the mouth opened and the tongue slightly extended beyond the lips during the 
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administration. The MESFC leaves this decision  to the discretion of the officiant, who should 

take into account the needs and understanding of the communicants) 

Returning to the footpace, s/he puts away the ciborium, genuflects, closes the tabernacle, wipes 

the thumb and forefinger of the right hand on the corporal and places it in the burse.  

A hymn may be sung here. 

Facing the altar and standing in the middle on the footpace, s/he says. (The hands are joined 

before the breast during this prayer. ) 

P. Let us pray. 

The people kneel. 

 P. We who have been refreshed with your heavenly gifts do pray, O Holy One, that 

your grace may be so grafted inwardly in our hearts that it may continually be made 

manifest in our lives. In Christ's name we pray. C. Amen. ] 

After the response he/she turns to the people by the right and says the Benediction in the usual 

way. 

THE BENEDICTION 
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S/he faces the people, standing in the middle with the right hand upraised in blessing, the left 

hand being held lightly over the heart. S/he now pronounces the Benediction, making the sign of 

the cross with his/her opened right hand over the people at the words: Eternal [+] Word 

P. May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God and of our Sovereign Christ and may the blessing of 

God the Source of all Being, Eternal [+] Word and Holy Spirit, be amongst us and 

remain with us always. C. Amen. 

If the Service of Healing is to be followed by the Holy Eucharist, the administration of 

Communion should be deferred till the appropriate place in that service. The Grace (from Prime 

or Complin) will be used instead of the Benediction at the end of the Healing Service. Similarly, 

if the Healing Service is followed immediately by Solemn Benediction the Grace will be used.  

The Grace of our Sovereign Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore. The people respond:  Amen 

Turning back to the altar, he/she genuflects, all in the sanctuary genuflecting with him, puts on 

his/her biretta and returns to the vestry preceded by the servers.  


