
The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 

A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Bishop at the Holy Eucharist. 

1. Use of Mitre and Crosier  

The bishop uses the mitre (or biretta) and crosier on the following 

occasions during the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, whether 

s/he be the celebrant or is seated in choir.  

MITRE CROSIER Procession (carried by him/herself or by crosier bearer). 

MITRE CROSIER Invocation. 

MITRE CROSIER Absolution. 

MITRE CROSIER Blessing Incense. 

MITRE 

 

While being censed. 

MITRE 

 

During the Epistle, if read by another. 

MITRE CROSIER Munda cor meum by another.  

MITRE CROSIER Blessing the Gospeller. 

 

CROSIER During Gospel when read by another.  

MITRE CROSIER Sermon  

 

 CROSIER During Creed or Act of Faith.  

MITRE CROSIER Benediction. 

MITRE CROSIER Retrocession (crosier carried by him/herself or by crosier bearer).  

MITRE 

 

Whenever seated, except when the Host is exposed.  

 

Notes: 

 

 at the gospel, crosier is Held by bearer if read by bishop. 

 

 At the  Sermon, no mitre at pulpit, when biretta or cope and 

mitre may be worn. Crosier held by bearer, unless at pulpit. 

2. Either Form when celebrated by a Bishop . (Underlined rubrics 

relate to High Celebration.) 

When a Low Celebration is said by a Bishop either in the Long or 

Short Form, the preparations and the ceremonial actions are the 

same as those prescribed for a priest except in the following 

particulars:  

A seventh candle is placed on the tabernacle in front (or slightly 

to the side) of the altar cross. The flame of this seventh candle may 

be somewhat higher than the flames of the six regular candles. 



Being the central candle, it is the first to be lighted and the last to 

be extinguished.  

A bishop wears his/her/her mitre in procession to the sanctuary. 

S/he may vest in cope, but it is more usual at a Low Celebration (if 

the short Asperges is used) to go to the sanctuary wearing the 

chasuble. 

 In addition s/he uses his/her/her crosier, ring and pectoral cross. 

In vesting the bishop does not cross the stole in front as does a 

priest, but allows each end to hang down straight from the 

shoulder. 

The pectoral cross is suspended round the neck by a green and gold 

cord and is worn over the alb when vested in cope, but outside the 

chasuble when vested in chasuble. This is because the cross, as a 

powerful centre of radiation, should not be covered over by the 

material of the chasuble.  

A bishop while walking in procession may either carry his/her 

crosier in his/her  left hand or have it carried before him/her by 

his/her crosier bearer.  

Two candle bearers, if available, walk immediately in front of the 

bishop if s/he is carrying the crosier, or in front of the crosier 

bearer.  

At a private or semi-private Celebration a bishop may wear his/her  

biretta instead of the mitre, and may dispense with the crosier; or 

the crosier may be stationed permanently in a stand by the altar 

during the service, so that the bishop may readily use it, if desired, 

for the Invocation, Absolution, Creed and Benediction. (It will not 

be convenient to use it when blessing incense if there is no server.)  

The bishop comes last in the procession, except when there is a 

banner to be carried behind the bishop at the end of the procession. 

The Presiding Bishop, however, if vested in cope and mitre, takes the 

place of honour even over a bishop-celebrant.  

The bishop blesses the people as s/he passes among them in the 

procession by making over them at intervals the sign of the cross. 

The sign should not be too conspicuous or exaggerated, and should 

be made with a slight motion of the forearm. Care should be taken 

not to make the sign at such intervals as to give the impression of 

beating time to the hymn, if one is sung during the procession.  

Arriving before the lowest step of the altar the bishop genuflects 

(or bows). 

 If wearing a cope, the procedure as at a Missa Cantata in removing 

the cope and substituting the chasuble, is followed.  



There are a few special points to be noted whenever a bishop sings 

the Holy Eucharist assisted by a deacon and subdeacon.  

When a bishop celebrates in the presence of other bishops, he/she 

carries out all the ceremonial duties of a celebrant, regardless of 

the rank of the other bishops present.  

If the cope is worn, the bishop will change from cope to chasuble in 

the centre before the lowest altar step, assisted by the deacons, 

the subdeacon first standing the mitre on the altar (or handing it to 

a server to hold) and returning it to the bishop for the invocation.  

Usually the subdeacon will give the mitre to the bishop and receive 

it from him/her. When not at the footpace (as at the Absolution and 

Benediction) he/she goes to the altar, presents the mitre to the 

bishop and returns to his/her place.  

The mitre, when not in use, is always placed on the gospel side of the 

altar.  

Wearing the mitre and holding the crosier s/he says the Invocation. 

S/he gives the crosier to the crosier bearer to place in the holder 

at the gospel end of the altar. The station of the crosier bearer 

should be at that side of the sanctuary near the crosier.  

The bishop removes his/her  mitre and gives it to a server to place on 

the altar at the gospel side. The mitre is usually stood upright, face 

to the front, the ends of the two fanons hanging down over the 

edge of the frontal. If little space is available, or if the mitre will 

not stand alone, it is laid down, point towards the gradine. The 

biretta, when used, is placed in the same position. The mitre is in any 

case laid flat on the altar from the commencement of the Canon 

until after the Ablutions.  

The course of the short Asperges and the Holy Eucharist is now the 

same as when celebrated by a priest.  

Upon ascending to the footpace to give the Absolution the bishop 

first puts on the mitre and then, receiving the crosier from the 

bearer, turns to the people in the usual way to give the Absolution.  

A bishop in pronouncing the Absolution or in giving a Benediction 

holds the thumb, forefinger and middle finger extended, the ring 

finger and little finger being bent so as nearly to touch the palm. In 

giving the Absolution the bishop makes the sign of the cross four 

times as described elsewhere. 

The crosier bearer should present the crosier to the bishop with 

the curve of the volute reversed from the way it is carried in 

procession, so that when the bishop takes the crosier it is in the 

right position for turning to the people. The crosier bearer, in 

presenting the crosier, ascends at some point nearest to the 



bishop’s left hand, either to the step below the footpace or to the 

footpace itself. As soon as s/he has delivered the crosier s/he 

should retire immediately to the sanctuary floor, until such time as 

the crosier is to be returned to him/her.  

At the end of the Absolution (or of the versicle: with praise......be 

built, in the Short Form) the bishop, still wearing the mitre and 

holding the crosier, turns to face south. The thurifer (and boat 

bearer, if any) comes to him/her with the opened thurible. If there is 

but one server, s/he must hold both the boat and the open thurible, 

or s/he may place the boat on the corner of the altar. The bishop 

sprinkles incense upon the charcoal and blesses it in the usual 

manner. S/he returns the crosier, removes the mitre and stands it 

on the altar (a server may receive the mitre and do this for him/her), 

takes the thurible and censes the altar in the prescribed manner.  

After the incense has been blessed, prior to each censing of the 

altar, the bishop returns to the middle and, facing north, gives the 

crosier to the crosier bearer. He/she then gives the mitre to the 

subdeacon who stands it on the altar (unless the crosier bearer or 

mitre bearer are to hold it during the censing). The deacon then 

presents the thurible to the bishop and the altar is censed as usual.  

After s/he has returned the thurible to the thurifer, s/he puts on 

the mitre, turns back to face the thurifer (who stands on the 

sanctuary floor at the epistle end of the footpace) and is censed 

with three short triple swings. Immediately s/he turns back to the 

altar, places the mitre thereon, and proceeds with the service. 

After the censing of the altar, the subdeacon presents the mitre to 

the bishop before going to stand at the epistle side.  

The bishop wears the mitre during the reading of the Epistle, unless 

s/he reads it him/herself, removing it for the Gradual.  

If the Epistle and Gospel are used, s/he waits until the end of the 

Gradual to bless the incense, taking his/her mitre and crosier 

before blessing it.  

At the Gradual and Gospel the bishop may handle the mitre 

him/herself. If available, a server, wearing a vimpa, may be designated 

to handle the mitre at all times.  

If s/he is to read the Gospel, s/he returns the crosier and removes 

the mitre, but if the Gospel is to be read by another, the bishop 

retains the mitre and holds the crosier during the saying of the 

Munda cor meum by the gospeller and the prayer which comes after. 

Immediately afterwards, if there be a separate gospeller, s/he gives 

the crosier to the bearer to hold, removes the mitre and places it on 

the altar and once more takes the crosier to hold during the 

reading of the Gospel. 



 During the Gospel the bishop stands on the foot- pace, a little to 

the epistle side facing the gospeller and holding his/her crosier in 

both hands in front of him/her. The Gospel ended, the bishop gives 

the crosier to the bearer, puts on the mitre and is censed by the 

gospeller with three short triple swings.  

Should the bishop him/herself read the Gospel s/he says the Munda 

cor meum and the blessing that follows, standing in the middle, 

without mitre or crosier, then after the Minor Benediction and 

response goes to the gospel end of the footpace and reads the 

Gospel in the same manner as a priest. The crosier bearer holds the 

crosier while standing near the bishop on the sanctuary floor.  

It is the general rule that at all services the crosier bearer, while 

holding the crosier, stands near the bishop, usually to his/her left, 

facing the same direction as the bishop; but at the Gospel, when read 

by the bishop, s/he must stand to the bishop’s right, facing the 

Gospel.  

If there be a sermon by someone else, the bishop goes to his/her 

throne or faldstool wearing the mitre, which s/he retains during 

the sermon.  

If s/he him/herself is to preach, s/he may do so either from the 

throne, or while seated on a faldstool placed on the footpace in 

the middle, or from the pulpit.  

If at the throne, the crosier bearer may sit (or stand) beside him/her 

to his/her left;  

if at the faldstool s/he should stand beside him/her to his/her 

left.  

If the sermon is to be delivered from a pulpit outside the sanctuary 

the bishop removes his/her chasuble and maniple and may put on the 

biretta (or cope and mitre) before going to the pulpit. (The mitre is 

not worn without either the chasuble or the cope.) The crosier 

bearer does not accompany him/her to the pulpit, whether within or 

outside the sanctuary. 

 If s/he gives the sermon from the throne or faldstool s/he will 

retain the chasuble and wear the mitre, removing the maniple only.  

At the sermon, the bishop may preach from the throne, from a 

faldstool on the footpace in the centre or from the pulpit. If 

he/she does not preach he/she will be seated at the throne or on a 

faldstool at the gospel side. The deacon and subdeacon genuflect 

in plano and go to the sedilia, after having assisted the bishop 

should he/she remove the chasuble for the sermon. They resume 

their places at the footpace after the sermon, first assisting the 

bishop with the chasuble if he/she has removed it, and ascending the 

steps with him/her if he/she has left the footpace. The bishop will 



remove and resume the chasuble while in the centre in plano before 

the lowest altar step.  

During the recitation of the Creed or Act of Faith the bishop, after 

s/he has raised his/her hands in the opening gesture, takes the 

crosier and holds it with both hands as s/he faces the altar. S/he 

does not wear the mitre. At the end of the Creed s/he gives the 

crosier to the bearer to place in the holder.  

The mitre is laid flat on the altar from the commencement of the 

Canon until the completion of the Ablutions.  

At the second censing s/he wears the mitre and holds the crosier 

while blessing the incense, and wears the mitre while being censed.  

At the end of the service s/he puts on the mitre, takes the crosier, 

turns to the people and gives the Benediction (or Benedictions) as 

previously described. Should s/he change from chasuble to cope, 

the procedure as at a Missa Cantata is followed.  

After the Ite Missa Est, the ministers kneel on the lowest altar step, 

one on either side of the middle. If the cope is to be worn, they rise 

after the final Benediction and ascend to the footpace. The bishop 

gives his/her crosier to the bearer, his/her mitre to the subdeacon 

to stand upon the altar. A server brings the cope and holds it up as 

a screen behind the bishop. The ministers assist in removing the 

chasuble and vesting the bishop in the cope. The maniples are 

removed and given to a server. The M.C. or a server brings the 

birettas and hymn books for the ministers. The bishop puts on 

his/her mitre (and takes his/her crosier, if he/she is to carry it in 

the procession). The clergy and servers group themselves before 

the altar and the procession leaves as usual. Should the bishop 

leave in chasuble the ministers rise after the Benediction and remain 

in plano; the bishop, wearing the mitre and carrying the crosier, 

descends to stand between them while the clergy and servers group 

for the procession.  

3. Either Long or Short Form when Said (Low Celebration ) by a 

Priest in the Presence of a Bishop  

(A bishop in choir, vested in mozetta (or mantelletta) and biretta, may 

elect not to pontificate, so informing the celebrant beforehand. In 

such case the celebrant performs all the functions in the usual 

manner. The bishop is censed as usual. On any important Festival the 

bishop should vest in cope and mitre and when so vested s/he 

should always pontificate.)  

In both the Long and the Short Form for the Celebration of the 

Holy Eucharist the following points are to be noted whenever 

there is a Low Celebration by a priest in the presence of a bishop in 

choir.  

In any but a cathedral church (where the bishop will have his/her 



throne) a faldstool or suitable seat should be arranged for the 

bishop on the gospel side of the sanctuary. A praying desk or prie-

dieu is placed in front of the seat and a cushion on which to kneel. 

Some device should be arranged at his/her prie dieu to hold the 

bishop’s crosier upright. Other seats should be placed for the 

bishop’s personal attendants, such as the crosier bearer who 

should be at his/her left and the mitre bearer (if any) who may be at 

his/her right. If it can be done without over-crowding, the seats for 

the other clergy should be arranged on the epistle side of the 

sanctuary or in the chancel.  

In the procession from the vestry to the sanctuary the bishop comes 

last. S/he is preceded by his/her crosier bearer (and mitre bearer, if 

any). Two candle bearers, if available, walk in front of the 

celebrant.  

Upon reaching the sanctuary all go to their assigned places after 

genuflecting (or bowing) as usual, the priest genuflecting when 

s/he reaches the lowest step, the bishop genuflecting 

(independently of the priest) on entering the sanctuary and before 

proceeding to his/her throne or faldstool. His/her crosier bearer 

on entering the sanctuary moves a little to the left so as to 

genuflect with and beside the bishop. If there is a mitre bearer s/he 

similarly moves to the right.  

The priest gives his/her biretta to a server to place upon his/her 

seat and remains standing in the middle before the lowest altar 

step. The bishop, standing at his/her seat, retaining his/her mitre or 

biretta and holding his/her crosier, gives the Invocation: In the 

Name.... (Inasmuch as it is more convenient at a Low Celebration in 

the presence of a bishop if the Asperges of the Short Form is used, it 

is assumed that this is being done.) All stand, making the sign of the 

cross over themselves as usual. After the Invocation the bishop 

removes his/her mitre or biretta and his/her crosier is placed in its 

holder.  

A bishop in choir always wears his/her mitre (or biretta) while 

seated at his/her throne or faldstool, except when the Host is 

exposed. S/he removes it when s/he kneels, and when s/he stands, 

except when being censed or when holding the crosier for the 

invocation, Absolution, Munda cor meum and Blessings.  

Upon receiving the aspergill the celebrant crosses him/herself and 

asperses the altar, sanctuary and people in the usual manner.  

At the end of the Confiteor the celebrant retrains kneeling on the 

lowest step before the altar while the bishop gives the Absolution. 

The bishop rises, assumes the mitre (or biretta), takes the crosier and 

pronounces the Absolution, standing at his/her seat. S/he makes 

the sign of the cross four times while doing so: Once at the word 

Creator, once at Eternal Word, once at Holy Spirit and again at the 

word absolve. At the end of the Absolution the bishop blesses the 

incense and is then seated. S/he holds the crosier while blessing 

the incense. The priest continues the Celebration.  

Whenever incense is to be blessed, either at the first or second 

censing or before the reading of the Gospel, the thurifer 

(accompanied by the boat bearer, if there be one) should go to the 

bishop and not to the celebrant. The bishop rises with his/her mitre 



(or biretta) on, places incense in the thurible, takes his/her crosier 

and blesses the incense with the usual words. (In some churches the 

arrangements may be such that it is convenient for the bishop to 

remain seated while blessing the incense. This is permissible.) At the 

first and second censing the thurifer returns to the epistle end of 

the foot- pace and gives the thurible to the celebrant, who censes 

the altar in the usual way. The celebrant is censed afterward as 

usual. At the end of the second censing the thurifer censes the 

bishop immediately after s/he has censed the celebrant, the bishop 

standing and wearing the mitre or biretta while being censed.  

If the Gospel is to be read by the celebrant, s/he kneels in the 

middle on the edge of the footpace and says the Munda cor meum; 

the bishop, who stands with mitre or biretta and crosier, gives the 

blessing: May the.... The priest rises, bows to the bishop, goes to 

stand on the foot- pace in the middle, turns to the people and gives 

the Minor Benediction, then goes to the gospel end of the footpace 

and reads the Gospel in the usual way. Meanwhile the bishop stands 

facing the Book of Gospels, holding the crosier but not wearing 

the mitre or biretta. At the end of the Gospel, the celebrant, since 

s/he him/herself read the Gospel, is not censed. S/he returns to 

the middle of the footpace either to give the notices, deliver the 

sermon or continue the service, as the case may be. If the bishop 

gives the sermon, the celebrant goes to the sedilia.  

The bishop holds the crosier, but does not wear the mitre or biretta, 

during the recitation of the Creed or Act of Faith.  

The celebrant, not the bishop, blesses the water at the offertorium.  

The celebrant, after s/he him/herself has communicated, 

administers Communion first to the bishop and then to the clergy 

and servers in the sanctuary and finally to the people. The bishop 

may kneel in the centre on the edge of the footpace to receive 

Communion, or s/he may receive at his/her throne.  

After the celebrant has said: Ite missa est, and the people have 

responded, s/he descends from the footpace to the sanctuary 

floor and kneels on the lowest altar step in the middle. The bishop 

rises, puts on the mitre (or biretta), takes the crosier, faces the 

people and gives the Benediction (or Benedictions). In giving the 

Benediction the bishop again makes the sign of the cross three times, 

at the Trinitarian formula. 

The bishop (with his/her crosier bearer) will then usually move to a 

position behind and to the left of the celebrant, genuflecting with 

the latter. Returning to the vestry the bishop walks in the 

procession in the same position as before.  

When a bishop in choir gives the Invocation, Absolution and 

Benediction, blesses incense and the Gospel reader, s/he is said to 

pontificate.  

 

4.Either Long or Short Form when Sung (High Celebration ) by 

a Priest in the Presence of a Bishop  

 

The following additions to the ceremonial actions described above 



are to be noted whenever a priest, assisted by a deacon and 

subdeacon, sings the Holy Eucharist in the presence of a bishop in 

choir.  

In the Long Form, after the celebrant has aspersed him/herself and 

the altar, he/she gives the aspergill to the deacon who gives it to 

the M.C., or to a server, The latter goes immediately to the senior 

bishop present (if there be more than one) who takes the aspergill, 

makes the sign of the cross with it over him/herself, his/her 

personal attendants and the bearer of the aspergill, to whom 

he/she then returns it. The aspergill is then taken to any other 

bishop present, who asperses him/herself and his/her attendants. 

The aspergill is now taken back to the deacon, who gives it to the 

celebrant. The latter now rises, asperses the deacon and 

subdeacon (who then rise), and either completes the Asperges 

ceremony or may delegate the remainder of the aspersing to the 

M.C., if the latter is a priest.  

In the Short Form the aspergill is not taken to the bishop.  

As previously noted, the bishop gives the Invocation, Absolution and 

Benediction, blesses the incense, and blesses the reader of the 

Gospel. The celebrant kneels on the lowest altar step between 

his/her ministers for the Absolution and Benediction.  

At the Munda cor meum, the deacon kneels, facing east, on the edge 

of the footpace at the gospel side so as to be near the bishop. The 

celebrant stands in the centre facing the altar. The bishop intones 

or says the blessing following the munda cor meum. The deacon 

gives the Minor Benediction from the gospel side (not returning to 

the centre). At the end of the Gospel reading, the deacon censes the 

celebrant, not the bishop.  

At the second censing, after the deacon has censed the celebrant 

and the subdeacon, he/she goes at once to the bishop and censes 

him/her with three short triple swings. (If there be more than one 

bishop present, each one is censed separately, in order of seniority.) 

The deacon then returns to the middle, censes the clergy and is 

him/herself censed by the thurifer.  

The celebrant gives Communion to the bishop after communicating 

the deacon and subdeacon.  

When two or more bishops are present in choir, it is understood 

that it is the bishop who is senior in the diocese who assists. The 

Presiding Bishop is of course senior in any province or diocese.  

 

 


