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The Order of a Procession with the Blessed Sacrament is somewhat different, although 

the general rules governing the organization of processions still prevail. There may be two 

thurifers (there are usually two on greater Festivals celebrated in large churches) but they 

walk backwards immediately in front of the Monstrance censing the Blessed Sacrament, 

instead of walking at the head of the procession. The celebrant, wearing a humeral veil and 

carrying the Monstrance, usually walks under a canopy, flanked by two assistants or the 

deacon and subdeacon, who hold up the corners of the cope. . (MESFC: if the procession takes 

place during Mass, the chasuble may be worn instead of the cope. If it takes place outside of 

Mass, and no cope is available, either cassock and surplice, or amice, alb and cincture, in each 

case with stole and humeral veil will suffice.) 

The order of the usual procession is much as follows: Cross bearer with candle bearers; choir; 

banner bearer; candle bearers; clergy in order of rank; candle bearers; thurifers; celebrant 

walking under a canopy, flanked by deacon and subdeacon or two assista nts; banner bearer. 

If there be a Master of Ceremonies, he/she usually walks immediately behind the cross bearer. 

The Cantor walks in that part of the procession in accordance with his/her status, and, if in 

Orders, according to his/her rank. The canopy, according to its style and size, is carried by 

two, four or six people, who should be vested in cassock and surplice. The bearers with the 

canopy join the procession at the sanctuary gates.  

It is advisable for the cross bearer, who controls the rate at which the procession moves, to 

walk forward moderately as he/she leaves the sanctuary until the procession is extended in 

proper order and the celebrant is under the canopy. He/she should then slacken his/her pace 

so that the procession moves very slowly among the people. The procession should of course 

go round the church clockwise, that is, down the church on the epistle side to the west end 

and back to the sanctuary either by the gospel side or the centre aisle. During the procession 

the Cantor sings all the odd-numbered verses of the Benediction Service Litany, and the 

people the even-numbered verses. (MESFC: any suitable hymn, litany or music may be used, 

or the procession may take place in silence.) As the thurifer walks backwards facing the Host, 

he/she should cense it with long sweeping swings. If there are two thurifers, they walk side by 

side and swing alternately. It may be necessary by the time the west end of the church is 

reached to replenish the thurible with incense. This may be done by the boat bearer or one of 

the servers. The incense is not blessed. During the procession the celebrant should keep 

his/her eyes fixed on the Host. The cross bearer periodically must notice whether the 

procession is moving too fast, thereby causing gaps between its various units, or too slowly. 

The rate of movement should be so timed that the celebrant can reach the altar during the 

singing of the verse next before the last in the Litany. As the canopy bearers reach the 

sanctuary gates, they stop, each bearer in his/her place facing the altar. As soon as the 

celebrant has moved from beneath the canopy and stepped within the gates, the canopy is 

folded and carried to its place, the bearers genuflecting and returning to their seats where 



they kneel.  

A canopy should not be used in smaller churches where the aisles are not wide enough to 

permit of it being carried without crowding. Its use may be dispensed with in any indoor 

procession, but it must always be used whenever the Host is carried in procession out of 

doors.  

If the procession with the Blessed Sacrament take place during a celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist (as on CorpusChristi ), the procession should start after the singing of the Adeste 

Fideles. . (The MESFC prefers the omission of this hymn.) 

Whenever a procession with the Blessed Sacrament takes place during the Eucharist, a 

member of the clergy (preferably a priest or deacon) will remain in the sanctuary to guard the 

Host upon the altar. The celebrant may so remain if, as is permissible, another priest (or a 

bishop) carries the monstrance. If the celebrant him/herself carries the Host he/she will first 

change from chasuble to cope, resuming the chasuble again before continuing the Eucharist.  

 

 


