
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple (Candlemas)- appendix-additional rubrics 

for full ceremony. 

The following described arrangements may be made either in the sacristy, if this is 

conveniently located, or in the vestibule of the church if this is more suitable. Therefore 

whenever the term vestibule appears, the sacristy is to be understood if it is being used  

In the vestibule of the church the following should be placed; white cope and stole for the 

celebrant, and (if there is to be a High Celebration) white stole and dalmatic for the deacon, 

white tunicle for the subdeacon. White copes (if available) and white stoles are laid out for 

those entitled to wear them. If a canopy (and bearers to carry it) is available, it may be used. 

Processional banners (if available), the humeral veil, matches and tapers for lighting candles 

are also laid out ready for use. A small table, screened from the view of the people entering the 

church, should be at hand in one corner of the vestibule. On this table a corporal is laid.  

Before the people have arrived at the church, the celebrant, or some priest or deacon, should 

place the lunette with the large reserved Host in the monstrance and cover the monstrance 

with its veil. Then, vested in surplice, stole and cope and wearing the humeral veil, and 

preceded by three servers, two carrying candles and one sounding the bell as warning, the 

priest (or deacon) carries the monstrance to the vestibule and places it on the corporal on the 

table. Before the monstrance are placed the two lighted candles. One of the clergy (or a 

server), properly vested, should guard the sacred Host from this point onwards until the Host 

is carried in procession back to the sanctuary.  

Two servers should be instructed to remain behind in the sanctuary, when, after the blessing 

of the candles, the procession moves to the vestibule of the church.  

 

The procession now forms in the sanctuary. All genuflect, following the lead of the celebrant, 

put on their birettas, turn by the right and leave the sanctuary, singing a hymn. The 

procession moves to the vestibule of the church, all carrying unlighted candles except the 

thurifer, cross bearer, banner bearers and celebrant. The candle of the celebrant is left on the 

altar, as he/she must carry the monstrance on his/her return to the sanctuary; the candles of 

the others above mentioned are left at their seats.  

As soon as the procession reaches the vestibule, those delegated to remain in the sanctuary 

remove the violet frontal leaving the white frontal exposed, and place on the altar the 

additional candlesticks and candelabra, the vases with flowers, the missal stand and the 

missal. The sacred vessels are left on the credence. They will be moved later. The additional 

candles are then lighted. If candles are to be held by the congregation, servers, with lighted 

candles, will light the candle at the end of each row of seats, the people passing the light from 

candle to candle to the other end of the row.  

In the vestibule the clergy first remove their birettas. The birettas of the celebrant and his/her 

ministers are taken at once to the sanctuary by a server and put on their seats. The birettas of 

the other clergy may also be taken to the sanctuary at the same time, or each may carry 

his/her own biretta in the procession. All violet vestments are replaced by white. The humeral 

veil is laid on the shoulders of the celebrant. All candles are lighted, everyone carrying a 



candle who can do so conveniently. (The candle is carried in the outward hand, that is, when 

two people walk side by side, the one on the right carries the candle in the right hand, the one 

on the left in the left hand.) When the procession is ready all kneel facing the veiled 

monstrance. The celebrant solemnly unveils the monstrance and, lifting it in his/her veil-

covered hands, takes his/her place in the procession (under the canopy, if used). Everyone 

now rises and faces in the direction the procession is to move. The thurifer walks backwards  

as he/she censes the Blessed Sacraments (If the thurible needs replenishing in the vestibule 

before the procession starts, the incense is not blessed.) When all in the vestibule are ready 

and the altar has been dressed and the additional altar candles lighted, the organist is 

signalled, usually by the M.C. As the procession moves back to the sanctuary a hymn is 

sung.  

 

 

 

 


