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Good Friday 

 

The altar is covered with a plain linen cloth and violet frontal, but otherwise unadorned. No 

candles are lighted. If convenient, Prime may be sung before the special service of the day. 

The lections in the Liturgy shall be used as the first and second lessons. 

The Collect 

Sovereign Christ, whose life your church lays before us as a perfect example for our 

imitation, grant us that we may have strength so to follow you through suffering 

and mystical death, that we may rise with you into the ineffable splendour of Easter, 

who live and reign throughout the ages of ages. Amen. 

The collect for Ash Wednesday and other usual collects are then said. 

THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS 

The priest (or deacon) now places the cross upon the centre of the altar and as it is unveiled 

the people kneel. The officiant, other clergy and ministers approach the altar from the farther 

end of the sanctuary or chancel by three stages: at the end of each stage they genuflect. 

During the first genuflection the following versicle and response are sung: 

P. Holy are you, 0 God. 

C. Holy are you, 0 God. 

During the second genuflection: 

P. Holy are you, 0 Mighty One. 

C. Holy are you, 0 Mighty One. 

During the third genuflection: 

P. Holy are you, Immortal One; pour out your love 

upon us. 

C. Holy are you,  Immortal One; pour out your love 

upon us. 

This last genuflection having taken place, the following hymn is sung: 

 

(Tune:GERMANY, Meter: LM) 

 

Take up thy cross, the Master said, 

If thou would’st my disciple be; 

Deny thyself, the world forsake  

And humbly follow after me. 

 

Take up thy cross; let not its weight  

Fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 

His strength shall bear thy spirit up 

And brace thy heart and nerve thine arm. 

 



Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 

Nor let thy foolish pride rebel; 

Thy Lord for thee the cross endured,  

To save thy soul from death’s dark spell. 

 

Take up thy cross and follow Christ, 

Nor think till death to lay it down; 

For only he who bears the cross  

May hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 

To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 

All praise for evermore ascend; 

0 grant us in our home to see 

The heavenly life that knows no end. 

 

Towards the end of the hymn the cross is moved back to its accustomed place. 

At evening Complin may be said. 

 


