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The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 
A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

  

Maundy Thursday is celebrated with festal splendour, the only suggestion of the Lenten Season 

being that the altar cross and the processional cross are veiled, but on this day they are veiled in 

white. Many candles are lighted on the altar; there may be two thurifers; banners may be carried 

in the procession, and there is a procession with the Blessed Sacrament round the church 

following the singing of the Adeste Fideles. (MESFC does not favour this hymn and it may be 

replaced by another suitable hymn or instead there may be instrumental music or silence.)  This 

procession is the same as that on Corpus Christi (q.v.). The monstrance is enthroned after the 

Absolution and returned to the tabernacle just before the Ablutions, the special rules for 

celebrating in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament Exposed (q.v.) being observed.  

(MESFC recommends that the Consecration of the Holy Oils by a bishop take place either before 

the Blessed Sacrament is exposed or, preferably, after it has been reposed. This is because the mitre 

is to be worn, which seems inappropriate while the Blessed Sacrament is exposed.) 

During the procession with the Host a Litany or some Eucharistic Hymn is sung. In small 

churches the procession may take place at the time the Adeste Fideles is sung, replaced or omitted.   

If the Eucharist is being celebrated in a cathedral church, the Consecration of Holy Oils, to be 

described hereafter, takes place after the procession.  

The celebrant should provide and consecrate two large Hosts. One serves for this Celebration; the 

other is to be placed in the lunette of the monstrance, and is placed in the tabernacle of the High 

Altar before the First Celebration on Easter Day, or on Saturday evening, if the First Vespers of 

Easter and Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament be celebrated. The Host previously in the 

lunette should be removed therefrom and consumed by the celebrant when the monstrance is taken 

down just before the Ablutions. The newly consecrated Host may be placed in the lunette at that 

time, or placed in the ciborium and inserted in the lunette at a later time if more convenient.  

Traditionally, Vespers are said (not sung) on Maundy Thursday evening. This may be done, or 

Complin may be conducted. Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament is not celebrated, since this 

is the eve of Good Friday.  

In the evening of Maundy Thursday (or immediately after the last service) the ciborium 

containing the Hosts reserved for the people and the pyx containing the large Host in the lunette 

are carried from the tabernacle of the High Altar to be placed in a locked tabernacle in the vestry 

or other safe place. If there be an evening service, the ciborium may be carried out in procession at 

the end of the service. First there should be a server carrying the processional cross, then two 

candle bearers, lastly the priest, vested in cope and carrying the ciborium with the use of the 

humeral veil. As the Host in the lunette will not be required, it may be placed in the tabernacle in 

the vestry (or wherever the Altar of Repose is established) before the evening service, or a second 

priest (or deacon) with humeral veil may carry the pyx containing the lunette, preceding the 

priest who carries the ciborium. A vigil light should be kept burning before the place of 

reservation.  

At the conclusion of the evening service (or after 6 P.M. if there be no such service) the altar is 
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stripped of flowers, linen cloths and frontal, leaving only the altar cross and six candlesticks. The 

altar cross is covered with violet veiling and the door to the empty tabernacle is left open. The 

sanctuary lamp is extinguished when the Host is removed.  

THE CONSECRATION OF HOLY OILS 

ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 For the ceremony of the Consecration of the Holy Oils which takes place during the celebration of 

the Holy Eucharist by the bishop on Maundy Thursday the following preparations are made:  

In the vestry is placed a salver on which stand three vessels containing olive oil, and a dish 

holding the balsam for making the Chrism. The quantity of oil to be consecrated will depend on 

the needs of the coming year, and there may be more vessels (and additional salvers) if required. 

The vessels should be covered with fine white, green and yellow linen cloths, respectively, or 

should be so marked (with the appropriate letters on adhesive tape or some suitable marking) that 

the several oils may be readily distinguishable one from the other. The oil must be absolutely pure 

olive oil. The balsam consists usually of a finely ground mixture of about equal parts of gum 

olibanum and gum benzoin, but the fine dust sifted from a stock of the usual St.Alban incense 

may be used. The vessels used should be somewhat broad and shallow, preferably with provision 

for readily pouring the oil into containers for storage, after the ceremony is over, without danger 

of spilling. (A  funnel or pipette may be used in pouring. It must be carefully cleansed each time it 

is used, so as to prevent mixing the several oils.)  

In the sanctuary stands a special table covered with a white linen cloth, on which the vessels of oil 

are placed during the ceremony. The bishop will need a faldstool. A glass stirring rod or a special 

spoon kept for mixing the Chrism is placed on the credence.  

The Holy Eucharist is celebrated by the bishop in the usual manner, assisted by deacon and 

subdeacon. At the offertory a procession is formed consisting of the cross bearer, two or more 

candle bearers, the subdeacon and deacon. It proceeds to the vestry and returns with the oils and 

balsam, the deacon carrying the former, the subdeacon the latter. (If there is more than one salver 

with oils, servers may carry the additional salvers.) As an alternative to this procession, members 

of the congregation, preferably dressed in white, may bring the oils at this time and present them 

at the sanctuary gates.(MESFC: this latter option is preferred.)  Meanwhile the special table is 

placed before the altar in plano at a sufficient distance from the lowest step to permit the deacons 

to kneel for the consecration, and upon the return of the procession the salver with the oils and the 

dish of balsam are placed on the table.  

After the Adeste Fideles has been sung and the procession with the Blessed Sacrament has 

returned to the sanctuary, the bishop’s faldstool is placed at the gospel side of the table and he/she 

is seated, wearing the mitre, which he/she receives in plano after the monstrance has been 

enthroned. (MESFC: this seems incorrect. The bishop should never have his/her head covered 

while the Blessed Sacrament is exposed.)The ministers stand at either hand. Holding his/her 

crozier, the bishop exorcises the oils and balsam, saying: 

THE EXORCISM 

  

Bishop. In the name of God, I exorcize all influences of evil, that they may be cast out 

from this oil and balsam which we are about to dedicate to his service, in the power of 

the Holy Trinity, + Creator, + Word and + Holy Spirit. Amen 



3 
 

--making the sign of the cross thrice over the elements. The vessels and dish of balsam are now 

removed from the table and placed on the credence, with the exception of the vessel containing the 

oil for the sick, The M.C. if a priest, or some other priest, usually removes the vessels, although if 

necessary the deacon or subdeacon may do so. (They, however, are supposed to stand by the bishop 

to assist him/her.)  

The bishop rises and, holding the crozier, blesses the Oil for the Sick, saying  

  

THE CONSECRATION OF THE OIL FOR THE SICK 

  

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ (and invoking the assistance of the holy 

Archangel Raphael,) I  + consecrate and + hallow this oil for the healing of the sick; 

may the blessing of the Great Physician rest thereupon, that it may give refreshment 

and peace alike to soul and body. Amen. 

He/she makes the sign of the cross twice over the oil. Relinquishing the crozier, he/she hands the 

vessel of oil to the deacon and is seated. The deacon, in a procession consisting of the cross bearer, 

two or more candle bearers and him/herself, goes with the oil to the sacristy, deposits it, and 

returns to his/her place. Meanwhile the M.C. or a priest places the vessel containing the oil for the 

catechumens on the special table. Upon the return of the deacon the bishop rises and, holding the 

crozier, blesses the Oil for the Catechumens, saying:  

  

THE CONSECRATION OF THE OIL OF CATECHUMENS 

  

The bishop blesses this oil as follows: 

  

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and    + hallow this oil that it 

may serve for the cleansing and safeguarding of those who receive the holy rite of 

baptism or consecration to the order of the priesthood.  Amen. 

Relinquishing the crozier, the bishop hands this vessel to the deacon who takes it to the sacristy as 

before. In the meantime the balsam and oil for the chrism are brought to the table by the M.C. or 

priest, and a server attends with the stirring rod or spoon and some cotton wool.  

Upon the return of the deacon, the bishop rises, takes his/her crozier and blesses the balsam with 

the prayer:  

  

THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOLY CHRISM 

  

The Consecration of the Balsam 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and + hallow this balsam that 

everything touched therewith may burn with the purity of Christ, before whose 

splendour the angels veil their faces. Amen. 
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Immediately he/she proceeds to bless the oil, saying:  

The Consecration of the Oil 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and   + hallow this oil, now set 

apart for the making of holy chrism, that it may bestow upon those who receive it of 

the fullness of spiritual strength. Amen. 

Relinquishing the crozier, he/she mixes the balsam into the oil, stirring the mixture thoroughly so 

that the powdered balsam is disseminated throughout the oil. He/she then wipes the rod or spoon 

carefully with cotton wool, which is afterward burned (or the M.C. or other priest may do this), 

Extending both hands over the oil, he/she continues:  

B. Let us pray. 

B.  Sovereign Christ, the fountain of all goodness, who  pour down your gifts 

abundantly upon your children and, for their strengthening, hallow and set apart 

these earthly things as a channel of your marvellous power, send forth, we pray you, 

your + blessing upon this holy chrism, that whatsoever persons or things shall be 

anointed therewith may receive the fullness of spiritual consecration. Let your 

heavenly blessing descend upon those who are signed by this chrism with the sign of 

your holy service that, guarding well their spiritual heritage, they may shed around 

them the fragrance of a godly life,  great shepherd and ruler of  souls, to whom be 

honour and glory for evermore. Amen. 

Bending forward, he/she now breathes three times in the form of a cross over the Chrism. Stepping 

back, he/she permits the priests present (or a selected number, not more than twelve), in turn, to 

breathe over the Chrism in a similar way. It is then carried by the deacon in procession to the 

sacristy.  

It is permissible for the bishop, should he/she so desire, to consecrate the several oils in a different 

sequence from that set forth in the Liturgy and described above.  

If he/she has been vested in cope for the Procession with the Blessed Sacrament, the bishop now 

exchanges the cope for the chasuble and maniple. The table is removed, and upon the return of the 

deacon the course of the Eucharist is resumed. After the singing of the Ite missa est, and the 

response, Deo gratias, the bishop is seated upon the faldstool on the footpace, wearing his/her 

mitre. The people and clergy are seated, except the deacons who stand in plano on either side 

before the lowest altar step. The bishop briefly exhorts the priests “faithfully to guard the Chrism 

and Holy Oils and not to presume to administer then otherwise than according to the usage of our 

Church”, after which all kneel, the bishop rises, takes his/her crozier and gives the final 

benediction.  

 


