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The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare 
A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

The Sunday Next before Easter or Palm Sunday 

 

The altar cross and the processional cross are veiled in violet gauze. 

The blessing of the palms 

The procession enters as usual. Upon reaching the chancel the palm branches upon the table are 

uncovered. The antiphon ‘Hosanna Filio David’ is then sung, as follows: 

Priest. Hosanna to the Son of David: blessed is he that comes in the name of the Most 

High. 

People.  King of Israel: Hosanna in the highest. 

The priest sprinkles the palms thrice with holy water and 

says: 

P. Let us pray. 

The people kneel. 

P. O God, who gather the things that are dispersed and preserve what is gathered; you 

who blessed the people who, bearing branches, went out to meet Jesus; we pray you 

also to +  purify and +  bless these boughs of palm which your faithful take up in 

honour of your name, that unto whatsoever place these branches may be brought, the 

dwellers therein may obtain your blessing and, every adversity being driven 

therefrom, your right hand may protect those whom our Sovereign Christ watches 

over and loves; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

The priest blesses incense and censes the palms thrice. 

He/she  then turns to the people and says: 

Receive a branch of palm, all you who desire to greet the Lord with joy and gladness. 

The branches are now distributed to the clergy and the people; a branch is fastened to the top of the 

processional cross. The procession forms in the chancel and the priest sings: 

P. Let us go forth in peace. 

C. In the name of Christ. 

The procession moves through the church and out of the door singing an appropriate hymn. The 

hymn ‘Hosanna, loud Hosannas’ is suitable.  

 

Tune: ELLACOMBE, Meter: 76.76 D 

 

HOSANNA ! loud hosannas 

The little children sang; 

Through pillared court and temple 

That heartfelt anthem rang; 

To Christ, Whose Love had blessed them 

Close folded to His breast, 

The children sang their praises, 

The simplest and the best. 
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From Olivet they follow, 

'Mid that exultant crowd, 

The victor's palm-branch waving 

And shouting clear and loud. 

Bright Angels join the chorus 

Beyond the cloudless sky 

Hosanna in the highest 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Fair leaves of silvery olive 

They strew upon the ground, 

While Salem's circling mountains 

Echo the joyful sound. 

The Lord of men and Angels 

Rides on in lowly state, 

Smiling on those dear children 

Who on His bidding wait. 

 

Hosanna in the highest; 

That ancient song we sing, 

To Christ our glorious Leader 

Our holy Lord and King. 

O may we ever praise Him 

With heart and life and voice, 

And in His blissful presence 

Eternally rejoice. Amen. 

 

The door is closed at the end of the hymn and the people within turn in its direction and sing the 

first verse of ‘All glory, laud, and honour’. This verse is repeated by those without the door. The 

people and choir then sing the next verse and those on the outside repeat the refrain, which is the 

same as the first verse. This is done alternately throughout the whole of the verses, all, however, 

joining in the refrain after the last verse.  

Or, with a view to shortening the service, the hymn may be omitted and the organ play during the 

outgoing procession. Or verses I and 2 of the hymn, Hosanna, loud hosannas, may be sung as 

the procession moves to the vestibule and verses 3 and 4 sung as it returns to the sanctuary.  

In small churches where there are few clergy and servers the procedure may be altered. The knocks 

are given on the door before the hymn: All glory, laud and honour; that hymn is then sung by 

all together, the first verse being repeated, and the procession enters during the singing of this 

hymn. 

St. Theodulph. 7.6. D 

ALL glory, laud, and honour 

To Thee, eternal King, 

To Whom the lips of children 

Made sweet hosannas ring. 
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All glory, etc. 

 

Thou art the King of Israel, 

Thou David's royal Son, 

Who in the Lord's Name comest, 

The King and Blessed One. 

All glory, etc. 

 

The company of Angels 

Are praising Thee on high, 

And mortal folk and all things 

Created make reply. 

All glory, etc. 

 

The people of the Hehrews 

With palms before Thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems 

Before Thee we present. 

All glory, etc. 

 

To Thee before Thy Passion 

They sang their hymns of praise; 

To Thee now high exalted 

Our melody we raise. 

All glory, etc. 

 

Thou didst accept their praises, 

Accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, 

Thou good and gracious King. 

All glory, etc. Amen. 

 

(Note that according to the directions in our Liturgy, the refrain is repeated by the choir outside 

the Church door after the first verse as well as after the others. The organist should therefore 

begin by playing the first half of the tune twice, and thereafter go on as directed.) 

 

The cross-bearer then knocks at the church door with the base of the processional cross; the door is 

immediately opened and the procession enters singing some appropriate hymn.  

 

The Holy Eucharist now begins as usual. 

 

 


