
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern language, as 

an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare,  a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal 

Catholic Tradition. 

 

Corpus Christi and the Sunday within the Octave of Corpus Christi 
 

Rubrics for Corpus Christi: Class A. White or Gold Vestments. First Vespers. The Collect, Epistle and Gospel for Corpus Christi 

are said until the Second Sunday after Trinity. In the MESFC voluntary octave. Celebrations of Class A should have more than 

six candles and those with an octave, even more. In the LCA, compulsory octave, Candles, Second division: Many candles, 

though not quite so many as on Easter and Christmas.  

At the chief celebration of the Holy Eucharist the Blessed Sacrament is (MESFC: may be) carried round the Church in procession 

in the monstrance during the singing of the Adeste Fideles.(MESFC: or some other suitable hymn or music or in silence.) If this 

hymn be not long enough, it should be supplemented by some other Eucharistic hymn. At the evening service there should be 

Solemn Benediction and procession of the Sacred Host.  

Rubrics for Sunday: Class B. On the Sunday within the Octave of a Festival the number of candles is the same as on the Festival 

itself. LCC: Class C.  White vestments. 

 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hid, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, 

and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any. 

P. O CHRIST our holy Sovereign, Who in this wonderful Sacrament of the Altar have given us the grace 

of Your perpetual Presence and an abiding memorial of Your surpassing love, grant us so to receive this 

Your most precious gift, that our hearts may be pure in Your sight and our lives ever dedicated to the 

service of you, Who live and reign with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God throughout all ages of 

ages. R. Amen. 

And finally the collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations into an 

understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth. In Christ’s name we pray. R/. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Epistle 

 

The Epistle is taken from the eleventh chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle 

to the Corinthians, beginning at the twenty-third verse.  

I have received from the Most High that which also I delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus, the same night on which He was betrayed, took bread. When He had given 

thanks, He broke it, and said, “Take, eat. This is My Body, which is broken for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me”. In the same manner also, He took the cup, when He had 

supped, saying, “This cup is the new testament in My Blood. Do this, whenever you 



drink it, in remembrance of Me. For whenever you eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 

you show the Lord’s death till He comes”.  
Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of  seraph did cleanse the lips of the prophet 

Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily 

proclaim your  holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love of God 

may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the sixth chapter of that according to St. John, beginning 

at the forty- seventh verse.  

C: Glory be to you, 0 Holy One. 

“AMEN, Amen, I say to you. Those who believe in Me have everlasting life. I am that 

Bread of life. This is the Bread which comes down from heaven, that you may eat 

thereof, and not die. I am the living Bread which came down from heaven. Anyone  

who eats of this Bread, shall live forever, and the Bread that I will give is My Flesh, 

which I will give for the life of the world.” The Jews therefore strove among themselves, 

saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” Then Jesus said to them, “Amen, 

Amen, I say to you. Unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, 

you have no life in you. They who eat My Flesh, and drink My Blood, have eternal life, 

and I will raise them up at the last day. For My Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is 

drink indeed. They who eat My Flesh and drink My Blood, dwell in Me, and I in them. 

As the living Creator has sent me, and I live by the Creator, so they that eat Me shall 

live by Me. This is that Bread which came down from Heaven. Not as your ancestors ate 

manna, and are dead, they that eat of this Bread shall live for ever.”  
R/. Praise be to you, 0 Christ. 

 


