
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern 

language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, 

 a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

Class B. (In the LCC: Class D). Green vestments.  At least 6 candles at Mass. 

(In a small church, white may take the place of all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where 

prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take the place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

Intent: Eternal Progress 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with  your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify  holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. ALMIGHTY God and loving Creator, from Whom only comes the gift that Your faithful 

people may give You true and laudable service, grant, we pray You, that we may so loyally 

serve You in this life that we may be numbered among Your loyal and trusty disciples in all 

lives to come. In Christ’s name we pray. 

R/. Amen. 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of earth, and so guide the nations into an 

understanding of  your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s name 

we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

The Epistle is taken from the sixth chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to 

Timothy, beginning at the sixth verse.  

 

GODLINESS with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into this world, and it is 

certain that we can carry nothing out. So, having food and raiment, let us be therewith content. 

For they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 

lusts, which drown them in destruction and perdition, for the love of money is the root of all 

evil, some having coveted which, have erred from the faith and pierced themselves through 



with many sorrows. But you, child of God, must flee these things, and follow after 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay 

hold on eternal life, to which you are also called. I give you charge in the sight of God, that you 

keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Sovereign  

Christ, Who is the blessed and only Potentate, Monarch of Monarchs  and Sovereign of 

Sovereigns, to Whom  be honour and power everlasting.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your  statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of  seraph did cleanse the lips of the 

prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your  holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the eleventh chapter of that according to St. Matthew, 

beginning at the seventh verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

JESUS began to say to the multitudes concerning John, “What went you out into the wilderness 

to see, a reed shaken with the wind? But what went you out to see? A man clothed in soft 

raiment? Behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. But what went you out to see, 

a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written, 

‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way before you.’  

Amen, I say to you, among them that are born of women there has not risen a greater than John 

the Baptist. Notwithstanding, the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from 

the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent 

take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you will receive 

it, this is Elias, who was to come. They that have ears to hear, let them hear.”  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


