
 

The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern 

language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, 

 A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

Advent Sunday 

 

Class B. Violet or blue vestments. At least 6 candles at Mass.(LCC Class A. Violet vestments.)  (In a small church, 

white may take the place of all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of Gold 

may always take the place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. O SOVEREIGN CHRIST, we pray for strength to cast away the works of darkness and put on 

the armour of light, that we may prepare ourselves not only to keep aright Your holy Feast of 

Christmas, but also faithfully and acceptably to serve You when You shall come again, to 

Whom we ever offer heartfelt love and worship. R/.Amen.  

The Collect for Advent Sunday is said after the Collect of the Day at every service during the Advent 

Season until Christmas Eve.  

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The Epistle 

The Epistle is taken from the thirteenth chapter of that of St. Paul the Apostle to the 

Romans, beginning at the first verse.  

 

LET every soul be subject to the higher powers, for there is no power but of God, and the 

powers that be are ordained of God. Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute 



is due; custom to whom custom; honour to whom honour. Owe no one anything, but to love 

one another; for those who love others have fulfilled the law. Love does no ill to its neighbour. 

Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. Do this, knowing the time, that now is the hour to 

awaken out of sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than when we gained belief. The night 

is far spent, the day is at hand. Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 

the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 

strife and envying, for one does not live to oneself and one does not die to oneself. Let not then 

your good be evil spoken of, but put on our Sovereign Christ, for the realm of God is 

righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the twenty-first chapter of that according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the twenty-seventh verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

THEN shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When 

these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption 

draws nigh. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 

dissipation and drunkenness, and with the cares of this life, so that the day come upon you 

unawares. Watch therefore, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 

shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. In your endurance gain your souls. 

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away. 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


