
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern 

language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, 

 a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Class B. (In the LCC: Class C). Green vestments.  At least 6 candles at Mass. 

(In a small church, white may take the place of all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where 

prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take the place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

Intent: Sincerity and Control of Speech 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify  holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. 0 Sovereign Christ, Who did unsparingly rebuke injustice and hypocrisy, we pray that we 

may be just and true of heart in all our dealings with ourselves and with our sisters and 

brothers, that we may live openly and without guile before You, great Monarch  

of Righteousness, to Whom be praise forever and ever. R/. Amen. 

 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of earth, and so guide the nations into an 

understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s name we 

pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the nineteenth chapter of 

the Book of Ecclesiasticus, beginning at the sixth verse.  

THEY who can rule their tongues shall live without strife, and they who hate babbling shall 

have less evil. Repeat not to another that which is told to you, and you shall never fare the 

worse. Whether it be to friend or foe, talk not of others’ lives, and if you can do so without 

offence, reveal them not. If you have heard a word, let it die with you. Admonish friends. It 

may be that they have not done it, and if they have done it, that they do it no more. Admonish 



your friends. It may be that they have not said it and if they have, that they speak it not again. 

Admonish friends. For many times it is a slander, and believe not every tale. There are those 

that slip in their speech, but not from their heart, and who are they who have not offended with 

their tongues? O Most High, the knowledge of Your commandments is the doctrine of life, and 

they who do things that please You shall receive the fruit of the tree of immortality, for to know 

You is perfect righteousness. Indeed, to know Your power is the root of immortality.  

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of  seraph did cleanse the lips of the 

prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your  holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the twenty-third chapter of that according to St. Matthew, 

beginning at the twenty-third verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

WOE to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, 

and have omitted the weightier matters of the law; judgment, mercy and faith. These you ought 

to have done, and not to leave the other undone. You blind guides, who strain at a gnat and 

swallow a camel. You make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are 

full of extortion and excess. Cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the 

outside of them may be clean also. You are like whitened sepulchres, which indeed appear 

beautiful outwardly, but within are full of the bones of the deceased and of all uncleanness. So 

too, you outwardly appear righteous, but within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. And He 

said to His disciples, “Do not take after their works, for they say but do not. They do all their 

works to be seen by others, but they who exalt themselves shall be abased, and they who 

humble themselves shall be exalted. R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


