
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-

neutral, modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints 

Francis and Clare, 

A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Nativity of Jesus, or Christmas Day 

December 25 and octave. Class A. First Vespers.White or Gold Vestments. Proper Gradual and 

Preface. In the MESFC Celebrations of Class A should, as a matter of preference, have more than 

six candles, and those with an octave, even more. (In the LCA, first division, as many extra 

candles as the church can afford.) Every priest, who so desires, may celebrate three times on 

Christmas Day, namely at the Midnight Eucharist, at an early morning Christmas Eucharist, 

and at the regular Celebration later on Christmas Day .The MESFC and the Liberal Catholic 

Church do not require a condition of fasting before celebrating the Holy Eucharist or before 

receiving Communion,  

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally 

the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. MOST dear and holy Sovereign, we praise You, we bless You, with all our hearts do 

we thank and glorify You for this Your wondrous Feast of Christmas, praying that as 

You were born on earth  at this time for us, so may You be born and reign for evermore 

within the hearts of us all, You who with the Creator and the Holy Spirit areone God 

throughout all ages of ages. R/. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the 

nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon 

earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle  

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the seventh 

chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, beginning at the fourteenth verse.  

 

THE Most High shall give you a sign. Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call His Name Emmanuel. And it shall be said: The people that walked in 

darkness have seen a great light. They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them has the light shined. They rejoice before You as with the joy at the harvest, 

and as warriors rejoice when they divide the spoil. For unto us a Child is born, unto us 

a Son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His Name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 

throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order it and to establish it with judgment 

and with justice from henceforth even forever.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for Christmas Day and seven days after. 

1. Unto us a Child is born: 

 unto us a Son is given. 

2. His Name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor: the Mighty God, the 

Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  

3. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end: to 

establish His kingdom with justice for ever and for ever. 

4. Glory to God in the highest: on earth peace to those of good will. 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse 

the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's 

name . 



C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart 

the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. 

R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the second chapter of that according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the first verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

IT came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be enrolled. And everyone went to be enrolled, into their own 

cities. Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, into the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem (because he was of the house and lineage of David) 

to be enrolled with Mary his espoused wife, who was with child. And so it was that, 

while they were there, the day came that she should be delivered. And she brought 

forth her first-born son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a 

manger because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same 

country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 

Angel of the Most High came to them, and the glory of God shone round about them, 

and they were greatly afraid. And the Angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good tidings of great joy, which shall be for all the people. To you is born this day 

in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign to you. 

You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among people, with whom 

God is pleased!”  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve for every day after until Complin on New 

Year's Eve, unless otherwise specified. 

The Preface for Christmas Day and seven days after. 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks unto you, almighty, everlasting God. 

For by the mystery of the Word made Flesh the light of Your glory has shone 

anew upon the eyes of our mind, and our hearts are filled with love and holy joy.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, 

Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the company 

of heaven, we too may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 

and saying: 


