
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, 

 A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

New Year’s Day or Mary, Mother of God 

January 1. In the MESFC, either festival may be celebrated. Both appear below. 

New Year’s Day 

White or Gold Vestments. Proper Gradual and Preface.  In the MESFC Class A, first vespers, more than 

6 candles at Mass. (in the LCA, Class B, White or Gold vestments, second division, “many candles, 

though not quite so many as on the two greatest festivals.”) 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

 

P. SOVEREIGN Christ, the new-born Child, Who are yet the Ancient of Days, we dedicate this 

new-born year to You, praying that in it Your holy Church may love You more and serve You 

better, growing ever in Your heavenly wisdom as the years roll by, You who throughout 

eternity live and reign, one God with the Creator and the Holy Spirit. R/. Amen.  

 

Then shall be said (on New Year's Day only) the Collect for Christmas. 

P. MOST dear and holy Sovereign, we praise You, we bless You, with all our hearts do we thank 

and glorify You for this Your wondrous Feast of Christmas, praying that as You were born on 

earth at this time for us, so may You be born and reign for evermore within the hearts of us all, 

You who with the Creator and the Holy Spirit are one God throughout all ages of ages. R/. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 



In the MESFC, The collect of Mary, Mother of God 

WE thank You, 0 God, for that most sweet and laudable pattern set before us by the holy Lady 

Mary, mother of Jesus, whom Your holy Church has ever held up to her people as a bright 

example of purity and godly life, and we pray that on this her Festival there may shine forth 

within us the light of ever-growing purity and holiness. 

In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle  

The Epistle is taken from the sixth chapter of that of St. Paul the Apostle to the Romans, 

beginning at the third verse.  

 

KNOW you not that as many as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, so that just as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Creator, so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Indeed, if we have been united in the likeness of His death, so also shall we be in the likeness of 

the resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and that henceforth we are not enslaved to sin. Moreover, if we died with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him. Knowing that Christ, having been raised 

from the dead, dies no more, death has no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, 

He died to sin once and for all, but in that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise reckon yourselves 

also to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God through Jesus our Sovereign Christ. Let not sin 

therefore reign in your mortal body, that you should obey its lusts. Nor should you yield your 

members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but yield yourselves to God, as those that 

are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. The wages 

of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, in Jesus our Sovereign Christ. 

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for Christmas Day and seven days after. 

1. Unto us a Child is born: 

 unto us a Son is given. 

2. His Name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor: the Mighty God, the Everlasting 

Father, the Prince of Peace.  

3. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end: to establish 

His kingdom with justice for ever and for ever. 

4. Glory to God in the highest: on earth peace to those of good will. 



Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the fifth chapter of that according to St. Matthew, 

beginning at the fourteenth verse.  

C. And with your spirit. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 

YOU are the light of the world. Let your light so shine before all, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Creator in the heavens. But take heed that you do not practice your 

righteousness before people, to be seen by them, otherwise you have no reward of your Creator 

in the heavens. Therefore when you do charity, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have peoples’ glory. Amen, I 

say to you, they have their reward. But you, when doing charity, must not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret, and your Creator 

Who sees in secret shall indeed reward you. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 

where moth and rust corrupt, and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break in nor 

steal, for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The lamp of the body is the eye. If 

therefore your eye be clear, your whole body shall be full of light. Be therefore perfect, even as 

your heavenly Creator is perfect.  

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve for every day after, unto the Epiphany.  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The Preface for Christmas Day and seven days after. 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks unto you, almighty, everlasting God. 

For by the mystery of the Word made Flesh the light of Your glory has shone anew upon 

the eyes of our mind, and our hearts are filled with love and holy joy.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, 

Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the company of heaven, we too 

may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mary, Mother of God 

In the MESFC, January 1. Class A. Blue, White or Gold Vestments. Proper Gradual and Preface.First 

vespers, more than 6 candles at Mass. (In the LCA, the festival is not kept.) 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P.WE thank You, 0 God, for that most sweet and laudable pattern set before us by the holy Lady 

Mary, mother of Jesus, whom Your holy Church has ever held up to her people as a bright 

example of purity and godly life, and we pray that on this her Festival there may shine forth 

within us the light of ever-growing purity and holiness.In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The collect for New Year’s Day 

P. SOVEREIGN Christ, the new-born Child, Who are yet the Ancient of Days, we dedicate this 

new-born year to You, praying that in it Your holy Church may love You more and serve You 

better, growing ever in Your heavenly wisdom as the years roll by, You who throughout 

eternity live and reign, one God with the Creator and the Holy Spirit. R/. Amen.  

 

Then shall be said (on New Year's Day only) the Collect for Christmas. 

P. MOST dear and holy Sovereign, we praise You, we bless You, with all our hearts do we thank 

and glorify You for this Your wondrous Feast of Christmas, praying that as You were born on 

earth at this time for us, so may You be born and reign for evermore within the hearts of us all, 

You who with the Creator and the Holy Spirit areone God throughout all ages of ages. R/. 

Amen.  

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 



The Epistle  

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the eighth chapter of the 

Book of the Wisdom of Solomon, beginning at the first verse.  

 

WISDOM reaches from one end of the world to the other. Mightily and sweetly does she order 

all things. In that she is conversant with God, she has magnified her nobility. Indeed, the 

Creator of all things loved her, for she is privy to the mysteries of the knowledge of God, and a 

lover of God’s works. If riches be a possession to be desired in this life, what is richer than 

wisdom, that works all things? And if prudence work, who out of all that are, is a more astute 

worker than she? If we love righteousness, her labours are virtues, for she teaches temperance 

and prudence, justice and fortitude, and there is nothing more profitable than which that we 

can we have in our lives. By means of her I shall obtain immortality, for she is the mother of fair 

love and of patience and perseverance, and of holy hope. You shall put her on as a robe of 

honour, and shall put her about you as a crown of joy.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for festivals of Our Lady. 

 

1. Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Word is with you:  blessed are you among women.  

2. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the most High: be it unto me according to 

your word.  

3. My soul magnifies you, Most High: and my spirit has rejoiced in you, my God and 

Savior. 

4. For you have regarded: the lowliness of your handmaiden.  

5. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.  

6. For you who are mighty have magnified me: and holy is your name.  

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

 

The holy Gospel is taken from the second chapter of that according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the sixteenth verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And 

when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning 

this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was 

told unto them. And when eight days were fulfilled for the circumcising of the child, his name  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

The Preface for Festivals of Our Lady. 

 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks unto you,  

but to-day we chiefly praise You for the help and the example of the holy Lady Mary, 

Star of the Sea and Mother of our Lord, Queen of the Angels, our pattern of humility and 

purity.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, 

Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the company of heaven, we too 

may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

 


