
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Epiphany  

January 6. Class A. White or Gold Vestments. First Vespers.  In the MESFC voluntary octave, (many) 

more than 6 candles at Mass. In the LCA, compulsory octave, Candles, Second division: Many candles, 

though not quite so many as on Easter and Christmas. 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the collect for 

peace: 

P.O GOD, Who by the leading of a star did manifest Jesus Christ to the Magi of old, we crave 

such zeal and wisdom as may help us to guide longing souls to You, Who are the Creator of all. 

R/. Amen. 

The collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the twenty-first chapter 

of the Revelation of St. John the Divine, beginning at the third verse.  

BEHOLD, Your tabernacle, Most High, is with us, and You will dwell with us, and we shall be 

Your people, and You Yourself shall be with us, and be our God. And You shall wipe away all 

tears from our eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 

there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away. Behold, You make all things 

new. You will give to those who thirst freely from the fountain of the water of life. Those who 

overcome shall inherit all things, and You will be their God and they shall be Your children. 

Behold, You come quickly, and Your reward is with You, to give to all according to their 

work. You are Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. You are the 

root and offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, 

“Come”, and let those who hear say, “Come”. And let those who thirst come, and whosoever 

desire, let them take the water of life freely. Yes, You come quickly. Amen, come, Sovereign 

Jesus.  

Here ends the Epistle. 



The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the second chapter of that according to St. Matthew, 

beginning at the first verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

WHEN Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the King, behold, there 

came Magi from the East to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the One that is born King of the Jews? 

For we have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the King 

heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him, and when he had gathered all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should 

be born. And they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet, 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, are not the least among the princes of Juda, for out of 

you shall come a governor, that shall rule My people Israel.’” Then Herod, when he had secretly 

called the Magi, inquired of them earnestly what time the star appeared. And he sent them to 

Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found 

Him, bring me word again, that I too may come and worship Him.” When they had heard the 

King, they departed, and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till 

it came and stood over where the young Child was. And when they saw the star they rejoiced 

with great joy. And when they had come into the house they saw the young Child with Mary 

His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him, and when they had opened their 

treasures, they presented Him with gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being 

warned by God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own 

country another way.  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve until the Baptism of our Lord or until the Second 

Sunday after the Epiphany, if that should fall earlier than the Baptism.  


