
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Baptism of Our Lord  

January 15 (or as otherwise appointed). Class A. White or Gold Vestments. First Vespers.  In the MESFC 

voluntary octave, (many) more than 6 candles at Mass. In the LCA, compulsory octave, Candles, Second 

division: Many candles, though not quite so many as on Easter and Christmas.  

 
The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any. 

The Collect of the Baptism 

P. O SOVEREIGN CHRIST, Who did deign at this time to receive the baptism of water at the 

hands of Your Forerunner, grant that we may become worthy to receive at Your Hands the 

baptism of the Holy Ghost and of Fire, You Who are the Way, the Truth and the Life, to Whom 

be praise for evermore. R/. Amen. 

The collect for the Epiphany 

P.O GOD, Who by the leading of a star did manifest Jesus Christ to the Magi of old, we crave 

such zeal and wisdom as may help us to guide longing souls to You, Who are the Creator of all. 

R/. Amen. 

And finally the collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the eleventh chapter of 

the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, beginning at the first verse.  

 

THERE shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots, 

and the Spirit of the Most High shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of reverence to the Most High. He 

shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, nor reprove after the hearing of His ears, but with 

righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth, and 

righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His reins.  



They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Most High as the waters cover the sea. 

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the third chapter of that according to St. Matthew, 

beginning at the first verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

IN those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, 

“Repent, for the realm of the heavens is at hand. I indeed baptize you with water into 

repentance, but He who comes after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy to 

bear. He will baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with Fire.” Then Jesus arrived from Galilee 

to Jordan to John, to be baptized by Him. But John forbade Him, saying, “I have need to be 

baptized by You, and You come to me?”  However, Jesus answered him, saying, “Permit it to be 

so now, for thus it is indeed befitting to us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. 

When Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately out of the water and, behold, the heavens 

were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending as if a dove, and lighting upon 

Him, and, behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying,  “This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I 

was well pleased.”  

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The same Collect, Epistle and .Gospel shall serve for seven days after.  

 

 


