
OCTAVES AND THE PRECEDENCE OF OTHER FEASTS 

 

1. Certain Festivals are celebrated for eight days; the eighth day is called the “octave” the 

intermediate days being “within the octave”. 

 

2. The following Festivals or Days have octaves, Christmas, the Epiphany, the Baptism of our 

Lord, the Transfiguration, Ascension Day, Corpus Christi, the Assumption of Our Lady, St. 

Michael and All Angels, All Saints’ Day, the Festival of the Patron Saint of a Country, the 

Festival of the Patron Saint of a Church, the Dedication Festival of a Church.  

 
 

MESFC RULES 

 

3. In the case of festivals having octaves, only the festival itself and any Sunday within the 

Octave which lacks an alternative celebration need be celebrated, and any or all of the 

remaining seven days may be abandoned.  

 

4. All Souls interrupts the octave of All Saints, which, if observed, may then resume. On All 

Souls’ Day the Collect for All Saints shall be recited after that of the Day.  

 

LCC RULES 

 

5. On All Souls’ Day the Collect for All Saints shall be recited after that of the Day.  

 

6. When the actual Day of any other Festival of Class A falls within the octave of another 

Festival there shall be no commemoration, only the Collect of the Festival itself being used. 

 

7. Whenever a Festival having an Octave, other than the Festivals of Christmas and Easter, falls 

on a Sunday, the celebration of such Festival shall be suppressed on the second Sunday, and 

the Collect, Epistle, Gradual, Gospel and Preface used on such second Sunday, and the 

colour of the vestments and frontal employed, shall be those which would be used in the 

absence of such Festival. The Collect alone of the suppressed Festival Octave shall be said 

after the Collect for the Day.  

 

8. Whenever a Sunday of Class C or D falls within the octave of a Festival, the Collect, Epistle 

and Gospel of the Festival shall be used, but the Collect of the Sunday shall be recited after 

that of the Day.  

 

9. Whenever a Holy Day other than a Sunday of Class C or D falls within the octave of another 

Festival, the Collect, Epistle and Gospel of the Holy Day shall be used, but the Collect of the 

other Festival shall be recited after that of the Day. 

 


