
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern 

language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, 

 A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

The First Day of Lent, anciently called Ash Wednesday  

 
Class A.  First Vespers. Violet Vestments.  (In a small church, white may take the place of all colours, 

except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take the place of 

white, red or green vestments, but not of violet) The usual six candles. NOTE: Bp. Leadbeater talks about 

the “quaint mediaeval custom of smearing ashes on the forehead...as a token of sorrow for sin”, and says, 

“We have not adopted this custom in our Liberal Catholic Church, as it is not in harmony with our 

attitude in these matters.”  

The Collects 
P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 
The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. Precede us, Most High, in all our doings with Your most gracious favour, and further us with 

Your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in You, we may glorify 

Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the Day. 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the third chapter of the Acts 

of the Apostles, beginning at the nineteenth verse. 

 

REPENT therefore, and turn back, that your errors may be blotted out when the times of 

revival shall come from the presence of the Most High, who shall send Jesus Christ, who was 

foretold to you, whom heaven must receive until the times of the restoration of all things, of 

which God has spoken by the mouth of the holy ones since the time of the prophets. For Moses 

truly said, “The Most High God shall raise up for you a prophet like me from among your kin. 

You shall hear Him in everything whatsoever that He shall say to you.” Indeed, all the prophets 

from Samuel, and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have also foretold of these 

days. You are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 



forebears, saying to Abraham, “In your seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” God, 

having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him first to you, blessing you in turning all of you 

away from your wicked ways. Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the third chapter of the Gospel according to St. John, 

beginning at the third verse.  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 

JESUS said to Nicodemus, “Amen, I say to you, if you are not born anew, you cannot see the 

realm of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can we be born when we are old?” And Jesus 

answered, “Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless you are born of water and of the Spirit, you 

cannot enter the realm of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said to you, you must be born anew. The wind blows where 

it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell from where it comes and where it goes. 

Thus is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said, “How can these things be?” Jesus 

answered, “Amen, Amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and testify to that which we 

have seen, and you do not receive our witness. If I have told you earthly things, and you do not 

believe, how will you believe if I tell you of heavenly things? No one has ascended up to heaven 

but the One who came down from heaven, the Son who is in heaven. And even as Moses lifted 

up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son be lifted up, that everyone believing in Him 

have eternal life. 

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve for every day after until the next Sunday. 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


