
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Intent: Control of Speech 

 

Class B. Violet vestments.  6 candles at Mass. (LCC, class C) (In a small church, white may take the place 

of all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take 

the place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. O God, who to us alone have given the power of speech with which to praise You, grant that 

our hearts may be so filled with love and wisdom that we may speak evil of no one, but 

evermore glorify Your holy Name; in Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday  

P. Precede us, Most High, in all our doings with Your most gracious favour, and further us with 

Your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in You, we may glorify 

Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

 

The Epistle is taken from the third chapter of the Epistle General of St. James, beginning 

at the second verse. 

 

Those who do not stumble in word are perfect and are also able to bridle the body. Every 

kind of beasts and of birds, and of serpents and of things in the sea, have been tamed by the 

human race, but no one can subdue the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. The 

tongue is a little part, but it boasts great things. See how a little fire kindles a great forest! And 



the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is set among our parts, defiling the whole 

body, and sets on fire the course of nature and is set on fire by hell. With it we bless God our 

Creator, and with it we curse others, who are made in the likeness of God. Out of the same 

mouth comes forth blessing and cursing. My sisters and brothers, these things ought not to be 

so. Those who seem to be religious but do not bridle the tongue, deceive their own hearts, and 

their religion is worthless.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit.  

The holy Gospel is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the forty-first verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

WHY do you look at the speck that is in another’s eye, but not notice the beam that is in your 

own eye? How can you say to the other, “Let me pull out the speck that is in your eye, when 

you yourself do not see the beam that is in your own eye?” Hypocrite, first cast out the beam 

from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to pull out the speck that is in the other's eye. 

There is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor a bad tree which produces good fruit. 

Every tree is known by its own fruit. You do not gather figs from thorns, and nor do you gather 

grapes from a bramble bush. Those who are good put forth good things out of their good 

treasure and those who are evil put forth evil things out of their evil treasure. The mouth speaks 

from the abundance of the heart. 

              R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


