
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, a 

Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent, or 

Passion Sunday 
Intent: Humility 

 

The Altar Cross and the Processional Cross are veiled in violet gauze  

Class B. Violet vestments.  6 candles at Mass. (LCC, class C) (In a small church, white may take the place of 

all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take the 

place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are 

hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the collect 

for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. Sovereign Christ, who did lay aside Your glory, and take upon You the earthly robe of mortal 

flesh, we pray for wisdom to avoid the specious snare of pride, and ever to walk humbly and 

heedfully in Your sight; who live and reign with the Creator and the Holy Ghost throughout all ages 

of ages. R/.Amen 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday  

P. Precede us, Most High, in all our doings with Your most gracious favour, and further us with 

Your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in You, we may glorify 

Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations into 

an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s name we 

pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

 

The Epistle is taken from the twelfth chapter of the Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to the 

Romans, beginning at the second verse. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you 

may prove what is the good, acceptable and perfect will of God.  I say to you all not to think of 

yourselves more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sound judgment as God has dealt 

to everyone the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 



not the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and are individually members of 

one another. Having then gifts which differ according to the grace that is given to us, if prophecy, let 

us prophesy according to the proportion of faith, or ministry, in ministering, or teaching, in 

teaching, or in exhorting, in  exhortation. Those who give should do so with simplicity, those who 

lead, with speedy diligence, those who show mercy, with cheerfulness. Beloved, never avenge your-

selves, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Most High.” Therefore if your 

enemies hunger, feed them, if they thirst, give them drink. In so doing, you will heap coals of fire 

upon their head. Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of the 

prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me that I 

may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love of 

God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit.  

The holy Gospel is taken from the eighteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the ninth verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

HE spoke this parable to certain people who had persuaded themselves that they were righteous, 

and despised others. A Pharisee and a tax collector went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee stood 

and prayed thus, “God, I thank You that I am not as others are, extortioners, unjust, or even as this 

tax collector. I fast twice a week and I give tithes of all that I possess.” The tax collector, standing 

afar off, would not so much as look up to heaven, but striking the breast, said, “God be merciful to 

me, a sinner.” I tell you, the tax collector went home justified rather than the other, for those who 

exalt themselves shall be abased, and those who humble themselves shall be exalted. They also 

brought Him infants, so that He might touch them, but when His disciples saw it, they rebuked 

them. But Jesus called them to Him, and said, “Suffer little children to come to Me, and do not forbid 

them, for to such as these belongs the realm of God. Amen, I say to you, whoever shall not receive 

the realm of God as a little child shall in no way enter into it.” 

              R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 


