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The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

The Sunday Next before Easter or Palm Sunday 
 

The Altar Cross and the Processional Cross are veiled in violet gauze  

Class A. Violet vestments.  More than 6 candles at Mass. (LCC: six candles.) ( In a small church, white 

may take the place of all colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of 

Gold may always take the place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) 

 

The Blessing of the Palms 

 

The procession enters as usual. Upon reaching the chancel the palm branches upon the table 

are uncovered. The antiphon ‘Hosanna Filio David’ is then sung, as follows: 

Priest. Hosanna to the Son of David: blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Most 

High 

People. O King of Israel: Hosanna in the highest. 

The Priest sprinkles the palms thrice with holy water and says: 

P. Let us pray.  

The people kneel. 

P. O God, who gather the things that are dispersed, and preserve what is gathered, You 

who did bless the people, who, bearing branches, went out to meet Jesus, we pray You 

to + purify and + bless also these boughs of palm which Your children faithfully take up 

in honour of Your Name, that wherever these branches may be brought, those who 

dwell there may obtain Your blessing, and, every adversity being banished from that 

place, Your right hand may protect those whom our Sovereign Christ watches over and 

loves. In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The people are seated. The Priest blesses incense and censes the palms thrice. S/he then turns to 

the people and says: 

Receive a branch of palm, you who desire to greet the Lord with joy and gladness. 

The branches are now distributed to the clergy and the people. A branch is fastened to the top of 

the processional cross. The procession forms in the chancel and the Priest sings: 

P. Let us go forth in peace.  

C. In the Name of Christ. 

The procession moves through the church and out of the door singing an appropriate hymn. 

The hymn ‘Hosanna, loud Hosannas’ is suitable.  
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Tune: ELLACOMBE, Meter: 76.76 D 

 

HOSANNA ! loud hosannas 

The little children sang; 

Through pillared court and temple 

That heartfelt anthem rang; 

To Christ, Whose Love had blessed them 

Close folded to His breast, 

The children sang their praises, 

The simplest and the best. 

 

From Olivet they follow, 

'Mid that exultant crowd, 

The victor's palm-branch waving 

And shouting clear and loud. 

Bright Angels join the chorus 

Beyond the cloudless sky 

Hosanna in the highest 

Glory to God on high. 

 

Fair leaves of silvery olive 

They strew upon the ground, 

While Salem's circling mountains 

Echo the joyful sound. 

The Lord of men and Angels 

Rides on in lowly state, 

Smiling on those dear children 

Who on His bidding wait. 

 

Hosanna in the highest; 

That ancient song we sing, 

To Christ our glorious Leader 

Our holy Lord and King. 

O may we ever praise Him 

With heart and life and voice, 

And in His blissful presence 

Eternally rejoice. Amen. 
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 The door is closed at the end of the hymn,  and the people inside turn in its direction and 

sing the first verse of ‘All glory, laud, and honour.’ This verse is repeated by those outside. The 

people and choir then sing the next verse, and those on the outside repeat the refrain, which is the 

same as the first verse.  

 

This is done alternately throughout the whole of the verses, all, however, joining in the refrain 

after the last verse.  

Or, with a view to shortening the service, the hymn may be omitted and the organ play during 

the outgoing procession.  

Or verses I and 2 of the hymn, Hosanna, loud hosannas, may be sung as the procession moves 

to the vestibule and verses 3 and 4 sung as it returns to the sanctuary.  

In small churches where there are few clergy and servers the procedure may be altered. The 

knocks are given on the door before the hymn: All glory, laud and honour; that hymn is then 

sung by all together, the first verse being repeated, and the procession enters during the singing 

of this hymn. 

 

Tune: St. Theodulph. 7.6. D 

 

ALL glory, laud, and honour 

To Thee, eternal King, 

To Whom the lips of children 

Made sweet hosannas ring. 

All glory, etc. 

 

Thou art the King of Israel, 

Thou David's royal Son, 

Who in the Lord's Name comest, 

The King and Blessed One. 

All glory, etc. 

 

The company of Angels 

Are praising Thee on high, 

And mortal folk and all things 

Created make reply. 

All glory, etc. 
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The people of the Hebrews 

With palms before Thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems 

Before Thee we present. 

All glory, etc. 

 

To Thee before Thy Passion 

They sang their hymns of praise; 

To Thee now high exalted 

Our melody we raise. 

All glory, etc. 

 

Thou didst accept their praises, 

Accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, 

Thou good and gracious King. 

All glory, etc. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

(Note that according to the directions in our Liturgy, the refrain is repeated by the choir outside 

the Church door after the first verse as well as after the others. The organist should therefore 

begin by playing the first half of the tune twice, and thereafter go on as directed.) 

 

 

The cross-bearer then knocks at the church door with the base of the processional cross; the door 

is immediately opened and the procession enters singing some appropriate hymn.  

The Holy Eucharist now begins as usual. 
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The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. O SOVEREIGN Christ, before whom in Your one earthly triumph the children of the 

Hebrews did cast their votive palms, grant to Your faithful servants that in Your own good time 

we too may bear the palm of victory, and may be found worthy to stand in Your holy Presence, 

You who dwell ever in the unity of the Creator and the Holy Spirit throughout all ages of ages. 

R/. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday  

P. Precede us, Most High, in all our doings with Your most gracious favour, and further us with 

Your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in You, we may glorify 

Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The Epistle 

 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the nineteenth chapter of the 

Revelation of St. John the Divine, beginning at the first verse. 

I HEARD a great voice of much people in heaven saying, “Alleluia, salvation and glory and 

honour and power to the Most High whose judgments are true and righteous”. And again they 

said Alleluia. And the four-and-twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped 

God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen, Alleluia”, and a voice came out of the throne 

saying, “Let God’s servants and those who love God, both small and great, give praise.” And I 

heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice 

of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia, for the Most High God omnipotent reigns. Let us be 

glad and rejoice and give honour to God.” And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, 

and the One who sat upon the horse was called Faithful and True, and had eyes like a flame of 

fire, and wore many crowns, and is called the Word of God, on Whose vesture and on Whose 

thigh a name written, “Monarch of Monarchs and Sovereign of Sovereigns.” 

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit.  

The holy Gospel is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

Matthew, beginning at the first verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

The Gospel 

WHEN they drew near to Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage to the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village opposite you, and immediately you will 

find an ass tied and a colt with her. Loosen them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says 

anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send 

them.” And the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them, and brought the ass and the 

colt, and put on them their clothes, and he sat on them. And a very great multitude spread their 

garments in the way. Others cut down branches from the trees and strewed them on the way. 

The multitude that went before and that followed cried, saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Most High. Hosanna in the highest.” And when He 

had come into Jerusalem all the city was moved saying, “Who is this?” And the multitude said, 

“This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth in Galilee.” 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve for every day until Maundy Thursday. 

 


