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The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-

neutral, modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints 

Francis and Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

White vestments are used, and the purple veils covering the altar and processional crosses are 

replaced by veils of white. Class A. First Vespers. No second Vespers. (Vespers may be sung on 

any day during the year except Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. On these days Vespers are 

replaced by the Office of Compline, which is said. On Holy Saturday Vespers may be sung in the 

evening, and will rank as First Vespers of Easter.)  More than 6 candles at Mass. (LCC Second 

division: Many candles, though not quite so many as on Easter and Christmas) The monstrance 

is enthroned after the Absolution and returned to the tabernacle just before the Ablutions, the 

special rules for celebrating in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament Exposed being observed. 

After the consecration, the Blessed Sacrament may be carried round the church in procession in 

the monstrance. During the procession hymns may be sung. 

The Office of Blessing the Oils by a bishop takes place on Maundy Thursday and will be found 

below, with full rubrics available as a separate document. 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally 

the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P.O GOD, who in this wonderful Sacrament have left us a perpetual memorial of Your 

love, may we, by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, so reverence the sacred mysteries 

of Your Body and Blood, that we may the more worthily receive this Your most 

glorious gift and blessing. In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 
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The Collect for Ash Wednesday  

P. Precede us, Most High, in all our doings with Your most gracious favour, and further 

us with Your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in You, 

we may glorify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the 

nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon 

earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The Epistle 

 

The Epistle is taken from the eleventh chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul the 

Apostle to the Corinthians, beginning at the twenty-third verse. 

 

I received from Christ that which I delivered also to you, that Jesus, the same night on 

which He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and 

said, “Take, eat. This is My Body, which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of 

Me”. In the same manner He took also the cup, when He had supped, saying, “This cup 

is the new testament in My Blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me”. As often as you eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, you show His death till He 

comes.  

 

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our 

whole heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the 

perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse 

the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's 

name . 
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C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart 

the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. 

R/. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit.  

The holy Gospel is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

John, beginning at the forty-seventh verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 

The Gospel 

AMEN, Amen, I say to you, those who believe in Me have everlasting life. I am the 

Bread of life. This is the Bread which comes down from heaven, so that you may eat of 

it, and not die. I am the living Bread which came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 

this Bread, will live forever. The Bread that I will give is My Flesh, which I will give for 

the life of the world.” The Jewish people therefore argued among themselves, saying, 

“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” Then Jesus said to them, “Amen, Amen, I 

say to you, unless you eat My Flesh, and drink My Blood, you have no life in you. 

Those who eat My Flesh and drink My Blood, have eternal life, and I will raise them up 

on the last day.  My Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed. Those who eat 

My Flesh, and drink My Blood, dwell in Me, and I in them. As the living Creator has 

sent Me, and I live by the Creator, so those who eat Me likewise will live by Me. This is 

that Bread which came down from heaven. Not as your ancestors ate manna, and are 

dead. Those who eat of this Bread will live forever.” 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Four large Hosts are consecrated, one for this Celebration, the other three for subsequent use. 

At evening a ciborium containing the large Hosts is carried out, in solemn procession if there 

be an evening service. These, together with some Particles for possible use of the sick, should 

be reserved in a tabernacle in the sacristy or some other convenient place out of the church. 

Two are required on Good Friday and Holy Saturday respectively, and the third is to be 

placed in the tabernacle of the high altar before the first Celebration on Easter Day, or on 

Saturday evening, if the first Vespers of Easter and/or Benediction be celebrated. After the 

evening service the altars are stripped of flowers, cloths and frontals, the tabernacle door left 

open, and the cross again veiled in violet. 

 



 

Page 4 of 5 
 

THE CONSECRATION OF HOLY OILS ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

(MESFC recommends that the Consecration of the Holy Oils by a bishop take place either before the 

Blessed Sacrament is exposed or, preferably, after it has been reposed. This is because the mitre is to 

be worn, which seems inappropriate while the Blessed Sacrament is exposed.) 

The bishop celebrates in full pontifical robes. The oils and balsam for consecration are brought in at 

the offertory (or earlier if the oils are consecrated before the Blessed Sacrament is exposed) in solemn 

procession by the deacon and subdeacon. It is permitted to vary the order of the consecration of the 

holy oils. At the appropriate time, the bishop is seated at a table placed before the altar in plano. The 

bishop exorcizes the oil and balsam as follows: 

 

THE EXORCISM 

 

Bishop. In the name of God, I exorcize all influences of evil, that they may be cast out from 

this oil and balsam which we are about to dedicate to God’s service, in the power of the 

Holy Trinity, + Creator, + Word and + Holy Spirit. R/.Amen 

The vessels are now removed from the table on to the credence, except that containing the oil for the 

sick. 

 

THE CONSECRATION OF THE OIL FOR THE SICK 

 

The bishop rises and blesses this oil as follows: 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ (and invoking the assistance of the holy Archangel 

Raphael,) I  + consecrate and + hallow this oil for the healing of the sick; may the blessing of 

the Great Physician rest thereupon, that it may give refreshment and peace alike to soul and 

body. R/.Amen. 

The newly consecrated oil is carried in procession to the sacristy. 

 

 

 

THE CONSECRATION OF THE OIL OF CATECHUMENS 

 

The bishop blesses this oil as follows: 

 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and    + hallow this oil that it may 

serve for the cleansing and safeguarding of those who receive the holy rite of baptism or 

consecration to the order of the priesthood.  R/.Amen. 

The newly consecrated oil is carried in procession to the sacristy. 
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THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOLY CHRISM 

 

The bishop blesses the balsam and oil respectively as follows: 

 

The Consecration of the Balsam 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and + hallow this balsam that 

everything touched therewith may burn with the purity of Christ, before whose splendour 

the angels veil their faces. R/.Amen. 

 

The Consecration of the Oil 

B. In the name of our Sovereign Christ, I + consecrate and   + hallow this oil, now set apart 

for the making of holy chrism, that it may bestow upon those who receive it of the fullness 

of spiritual strength. R/.Amen. 

 

The balsam and oil are now mixed and the bishop, extending both hands over the oil, continues: 

B. Let us pray. 

B.  Sovereign Christ, the fountain of all goodness, who pour down your gifts abundantly 

upon your children and, for their strengthening, hallow and set apart these earthly things as 

a channel of your marvellous power, send forth, we pray you, your + blessing upon this 

holy chrism, that whatsoever persons or things shall be anointed therewith may receive the 

fullness of spiritual consecration. Let your heavenly blessing descend upon those who are 

signed by this chrism with the sign of your holy service that, guarding well their spiritual 

heritage, they may shed around them the fragrance of a godly life, great shepherd and ruler 

of souls, to whom be honour and glory for evermore. R/.Amen. 

 

The bishop breathes three times in the form of a cross over the chrism. Each priest present also 

breathes over it in the form of a cross and it is then carried in procession to the sacristy. 

The bishop proceeds with the Holy Eucharist. After the Ite missa est has been sung he/she exhorts the 

priests faithfully to guard the chrism and holy oils and not to presume to administer them otherwise 

than according to the usage of our church. 

 


