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Extracts from the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, modern language, as an 

alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and Clare, a Eucharistic Community in 

the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

Holy Saturday 
 

The altar is covered with a plain linen cloth and violet frontal, but otherwise unadorned. No candles are yet 

lighted. The colour is violet. 

If convenient, Prime may be sung before the special service of the day. If that be done, the lections set out below 

shall be used as the first and second lessons. 

Five services may be held on Holy Saturday, namely: (1) Prime, (2) The Blessing of the Fire, (3) Complin, (4) 

First Vespers of Easter and (5) Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament. Any of these may be held 

independently, but Vespers and Benediction must not commence before 6 P.M.  

The Blessing of the Fire is the special service of the Day. It is seemly that, where this ritual is celebrated, the 

actual flame enkindled and blessed should be preserved and all candles, the sanctuary lamp and incense-

charcoal lighted therefrom until Ascension Day, or at the very least until the conclusion of the services on 

Easter Day.  

The altar and processional crosses are veiled in violet, but on Holy Saturday the lighter or rosy violet 

permitted on Palm Sunday may be used.  

The ceremony of the Blessing of the Fire may take place as a continuation of Prime in the morning or of 

Complin in the afternoon or evening, or it may precede either the First Vespers or Benediction (or both) in the 

evening; or it may take place by itself at any time during the day or evening.  

 

 

The First Lesson 

 

The First Lesson is taken from the third chapter of the First Epistle General of St. Peter, 

beginning at the fourteenth verse 

. 

Even if you suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. Be not afraid of their terror, nor be 

troubled, but sanctify the Most High in your hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you the reason for the hope that is in you, having a good conscience, that those 

who speak evil of you may be ashamed of reviling your good manner of life in Christ. It is better, if 

it be God’s will, that you suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. For Christ also once suffered, 

being put to death in the flesh, but made alive by the Spirit, in which also He went and preached to 

the spirits in prison, but  has now gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God, Angels and 

Authorities and Powers being made subject to Him. 

 

Here ends the First Lesson 
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Or The First Lesson 

 

The First Lesson is taken from the thirty-seventh Psalm beginning at the third verse. 

 

Let us put our trust in You, Most High, and do good, delight in You, who will give us our heart's 

desire, commit our way to You, and put our trust in You, and You will bring it to pass. You will 

make our righteousness as clear as the light, and our just dealing as the noonday. We rest in You, 

Most High, and wait patiently for You, for the meek will inherit the earth, and shall delight 

themselves in the abundance of peace. 

 

Here ends the First Lesson 

 

The Second Lesson 

 

The Second Lesson is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John, 

beginning at the first verse. 

 

LET not your heart be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in Me. In the Creator’s house are 

many mansions. If it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to Myself, that where I am there you 

may be also. Now I have told you this before it comes to pass, that when it has come to pass you 

might believe. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I  give to 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor afraid. 

 

Here ends the Second Lesson 

 

Or The Second Lesson 

 

The Second Lesson is taken from the twenty-seventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

Matthew, beginning at the fifty-seventh verse. 

 

WHEN the evening had come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who 

himself was Jesus' disciple. He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 

commanded the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a 

clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, and he rolled 

a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there was Mary Magdalene, and the 

other Mary, sitting opposite sepulchre. Now on the day which followed the day of the preparation, 

the chief priests and Pharisees came together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we remember that that deceiver 

said, while He was yet alive, ‘After three days I will rise again’. Command, therefore, that the 

sepulchre be secured until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and 

say to the people, ‘He is risen from the dead’, so that the last error would be worse than the first.” 

Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go your way. Make it as secure as you can”. So they went 

and made the sepulchre secure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

 

Here ends the Second Lesson 
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The Collect 

 

P.SOVEREIGN CHRIST, whose life Your Church lays before us as a perfect example for our 

imitation, grant that we may follow You through mystic burial into newness of life, who live and 

reign in eternal glory. R/. Amen.  

 

THE BLESSING OF THE FIRE 

 

At a convenient time before the service fire is kindled outside the church, it is desirable that the tinder from 

which this fire is ignited should be lighted from the sun by means of a lens, but if that be not possible, flint and 

steel should be used. 

The service begins with the asperges, omitting the  invocation of the angel.  

The people stand.  

P. In the name of the Holy Trinity, Creator, (+) Word, and Holy Spirit. Amen 

P: Purify us, Most High, that we may worthily perform your service.  

In your strength do we repel all evil from this your holy altar and sanctuary, and from this house, 

wherein we worship you; in Christ’s name we pray. 

C. Amen.  

Then a procession is formed which moves to the door of the church. The glowing embers are placed in an 

appropriate vessel, such as an open thurible. The priest blesses the new fire in this wise: 

Priest. Let this fire be + purified and + blessed by the one in whose honour it is kindled. 

Some charcoal for burning incense is lighted or taken from the new fire and placed in another thurible. 

Five pellets of incense are blessed. 

P. Let this incense be + purified and + blessed by the one to whom its fragrance is dedicated. 

The triple candle is lighted from the new fire and blessed. 

P. Let this candle be + purified and + blessed by the one who is the light of the world. 

The procession returns. If there be a subdeacon and deacon, the former bears the five grains of incense. The 

deacon, who in the meantime has been vested in a white dalmatic, bears the triple candle, lighted from the new 

fire. Otherwise an attendant bears the incense and the priest takes the candle. During the procession four 

genuflections are made by all who take part therein. At each the deacon raises the triple candle and sings: 

Deacon. Christ is our light. 

C. May Christ’s light shine in our hearts. 

The procession having arrived at the altar, the deacon says: 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, 0 God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of the 

prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your loving-kindness so purify me that I 

may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

The priest blesses him or her in the usual manner: 

P. May the Lord be in your + heart and on your + lips, that through your heart the love of God may 

shine forth and through your lips God’s power be made manifest. Amen. 

D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

D. In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. With 

God in the beginning was the Word: by whom all things were made  and without whom was not 
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anything made that was made: in whom was life and the life was the light of all people; and the light 

shone in darkness and the darkness comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear 

witness of the light, that all might believe through him. He was not that light, but was sent to bear 

witness of that light. That was the true light, which lights every one, coming into the world. He was 

in the world and the world was made by him and the world knew him not. He came unto his own 

and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 

children of God, even to them that believe on his name; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of human will, but of God. (All now genuflect) And the Word was made flesh (all rise 

again) and dwelt among us and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten Son of the 

Creator, full of grace and truth. 

______ 

 

After the Gospel is read, the deacon  fixes into the paschal candle the five grains of incense in the order:- 

        

  1 

       

 4 2 5 

        

  3 

The priest blesses the candle, saying: 

P. Let this candle be + purified and + blessed by the one in whose honour it shall be burned. 

The deacon lights the paschal candle and altar candles from the triple candle and also any other lamps of the 

church (save that which burns before the Blessed Sacrament). 

P. Let us pray. 

P. Sovereign Christ, may our hearts be so stirred by your power during this Easter festival that, 

arising from the darkness of sin and ignorance, we may shine with the splendour of your light, you 

who are our sun of righteousness. Amen. 

If it be convenient, a baptism may now be performed, in accordance with the ancient custom of the church. 

In which case after the water has been blessed in the usual manner, the priest lowers the base of the triple 

candle into the water and makes with it the sign of the cross in the water thrice, saying: 

P. In the name of God, the Loving + Source of all, Christ + the Eternal Word and God + the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 


