
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-

neutral, modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints 

Francis and Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

Easter Day 

 
Class A. First Vespers.White or Gold Vestments. The Collect for Easter Sunday is said up to and 

including the first Sunday after Easter, while the Epistle and Gospel are said until that Sunday. 

A special or proper Gradual is prescribed for Easter Day and until Ascension. A special or 

proper Preface is inserted between the first and second paragraphs of the regular Preface on 

Easter Day and seven days after. As many extra candles as the church can afford. 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally 

the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P.O GOD of Love, we praise You, we bless You, with all our hearts we thank You and 

magnify Your name for this most holy and wondrous Festival of Easter, for in the 

glorious victory which in it is commemorated and symbolized, You have given us the 

sure and certain witness that good shall finally triumph over ill, and that death is but a 

gateway to the ineffable splendour of eternal life in You, O never-setting Sun of 

Righteousness, who live and reign God forever and ever. R/. Amen. 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the 

nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon 

earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Epistle  

The Epistle is taken from the fifteenth chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul the 

Apostle to the Corinthians, beginning at the twelfth verse. 

 

NOW if Christ is preached as having risen from the dead, how do some among you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, 

then Christ has not risen, and if Christ has not risen, then our preaching is in vain. But 

someone will say, “How are the dead raised up, and with what body do they come?” 

That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies, and that which you sow is not 

the body which shall be, but mere grain, perhaps of wheat, or of some other grain. But 

the body which is given is such as God pleases, and to every kind of seed is given a 

body of its own. So is it also with the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption. 

It is raised incorrupt. It is sown in dishonour. It is raised in glory. It is sown in 

weakness. It is raised in power. It is sown a natural body. It is raised a spiritual body. 

For there is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. So what is corruptible must 

put on incorruptibility, and what is mortal must put on immortality. O death, where is 

your sting? O grave, where is your victory? Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through Jesus Christ. 

Here ends the Epistle. 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for Easter Day and until the Feast of the Ascension. 

1. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:  

therefore let us keep the feast.  

2. Not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness:  but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

3. Christ being raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more 

dominion over Him.  

4. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He lives, He lives 

unto God. Likewise reckon also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin: but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ.  

5. Christ is risen from the dead: and become the first-fruits of them that slept.  

6. For since by one came death: by one came also the resurrection of the dead.  

7. For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 

 

 

 



Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse 

the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's 

name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart 

the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. 

R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the second chapter of that according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the first verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the twenty-eighth chapter of the Gospel according to 

St. Matthew, beginning at the first verse. 

AS it began to dawn towards the first day of the week Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary came to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake, for the 

Angel of the Most High descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 

from the door and sat upon it. The angel’s countenance was like lightning, and raiment 

white as snow, and the guards trembled in fear, and became as the dead. The Angel 

said to the women, ”Fear not, for I know that you seek Jesus, who was crucified. Why 

do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here. He has risen, as He said.  Come, 

see the place where He lay. Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the 

dead.” They departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy, and ran to 

bring His disciples the news. As they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 

saying, “Rejoice.” They came and took hold of His feet, and worshipped Him. 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

The Preface for Easter Day and seven days after 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks unto you, almighty, everlasting God. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise You for the glorious resurrection of our 

Sovereign Christ, whose mystic death and rising again has given unto us the 

promise of everlasting life.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, 

Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the company 

of heaven, we too may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 

and saying: 


