
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare,  a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Ascension Day and The Sunday within the Octave of the Ascension. 

Rubrics for Thursday. Class A. White or Gold Vestments. First Vespers.  The Collect, Epistle and Gospel 

for Ascension Day are said for nine days after or until Whitsunday. A special or proper Gradual is 

prescribed for Ascension Day and nine days after. A special or proper Preface is inserted between the first 

and second paragraphs of the regular Preface on Ascension Day and nine days after. In the MESFC 

voluntary octave. Celebrations of Class A should have more than six candles and those with an octave, 

even more. In the LCA, compulsory octave, Candles, Second division: Many candles, though not quite so 

many as on Easter and Christmas.  

Rubrics for Sunday. On the Sunday within the Octave of a Festival the number of candles is the same as 

on the Festival itself. MESFC: all as Thursday. LCC: Class C.  White vestments. 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any. 

P. O GOD, the Monarch of glory, we pray You that, as our dear Sovereign Christ has 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also in heart and mind there ascend, and 

continually dwell with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, throughout all ages of ages. R/. Amen. 

And finally the collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the 

nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon 

earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The Epistle 

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the first chapter of 

the Acts of the Apostles, beginning at the fifth verse. 

 

JESUS said to His Apostles, “John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence. You shall receive power after the 



Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me, both in Jerusalem and 

in all Judæa, and in Samaria and to the utmost part of the earth.” When He had spoken 

these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of 

their sight. While they looked steadfastly toward heaven, as He went up, two men 

stood by them in white apparel and said, “You Galileans, why do you stand gazing up 

into heaven? This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shall come, in like 

manner as you have seen Him go into heaven.” 

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for Ascension Day and nine days after. 

1. Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be you lifted up, you everlasting doors:  

and the Ruler of Glory shall come in. 

2. Who is the Ruler of Glory? : It is the Most High, strong and mighty, even 

mighty in battle.  

3. Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be you lifted up, you everlasting 

doors: and the Ruler of Glory shall come in. 

4. Who is the Ruler of Glory? : It is the Most High, strong and mighty, even 

mighty in battle.  

5. Glory to you, Source of All Being: Eternal Word and Holy Spirit 

6. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. 

Amen 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse 

the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's 

name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart 

the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. 

R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the twenty-fourth chapter of the Gospel according 

to St. Luke, beginning at the forty-ninth verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 



 

BEHOLD, I send the promise of the Most High upon you: but stay in the city of 

Jerusalem, until you have been  endued with power from on high. And He led them out 

as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, 

while He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And 

they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually 

in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The same Collect, Epistle and Gospel shall serve for nine days after. After the Gospel on Ascension Day, 

when the Deacon has censed the celebrant, the latter shall reverently extinguish the paschal candle, 

saying: 

The great forty days are over. Our Sovereign Christ has ascended into heaven, in whose 

Name I extinguish this paschal candle, which for forty days has symbolized among us 

His risen body, as a token that as its light, leaving this lower world, passes to higher 

realms, so may we in heart and mind there ascend and continually dwell with Christ. 

 

The Preface for Ascension Day and nine days after. 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks unto you, almighty, everlasting God. 

Through Your most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, who after His most glorious 

resurrection ascended up above all the heavens; that where He is, we might also ascend 

and, being made partakers of His Godhead, might reign with Him in glory.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, 

Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the company 

of heaven, we too may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you 

and saying: 

 

 

 

 


