
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-

neutral, modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints 

Francis and Clare, A Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

The Assumption of Our Lady. August 15 

Class A, first vespers, Octave. A special or proper Gradual is prescribed. A special or proper 

Preface is inserted between the first and second paragraphs of the regular Preface. In the 

MESFC: White, gold or blue vestments. Only the festival itself and any Sunday within the 

Octave which lacks an alternative celebration need be celebrated, and any or all of the 

remaining seven days may be abandoned. More than 6 candles at Mass. In the LCC: White 

or Gold vestments. Candles. Second division; Many candles, though not quite so many as on 

Easter and Christmas.) 

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom 

no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In 

Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and 

finally the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

P. O SOVEREIGN Christ. who for her wondrous humility and purity have exalted the 

holy Lady Mary among the hosts of heaven; grant that we, Your people, may so follow 

that her most noble example, that we may at the latter end be found worthy to serve 

You even as do Your holy Angels; You who live and reign in glory for evermore. R/. 

Amen. 

 

The collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide 

the nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign 

upon earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 



The Epistle  

The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the ninth chapter 

of the Book of the Wisdom of Solomon, beginning at the first verse. 

GOD of my ancestors, who have made all things with Your word, give me wisdom, 

that sits by Your throne, and reject me not from among Your children. For though we 

be never so perfect among the children of the earth, yet if Your wisdom be not with 

us, we shall be regarded as nothing. For wisdom was with You, and knows Your 

works, and was present when You made the world, and knew what was acceptable 

in Your sight, and right in Your commandments. O send wisdom out of Your holy 

heavens, and from the throne of Your glory, that being present, to labour with me, 

that I may know what is pleasing to You. For wisdom knows and understands all 

things, and shall lead me soberly in my doings, and by power preserve me. So shall 

my works be acceptable. For who can think what the will of the Most High is, and 

who has known Your counsel, unless You give wisdom, and send Your Holy Spirit 

from above? So the ways of those who lived on the earth were reformed, and Your 

children were taught the things that are pleasing to You, and were saved through 

wisdom. Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for the Assumption of Our Lady. 

 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Word is with you:  blessed are you among women.  

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the most High: be it to me according to 

your word.  

My soul magnifies you, Most High: and my spirit has rejoiced in you, my God and 

Savior. 

For you have regarded: the lowliness of your handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.  

For you who are mighty have magnified me: and holy is your name.  

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did 

cleanse the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In 

Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your 

heart the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made 

manifest. R/. Amen. 



 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the first chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

Luke, beginning at the twenty-sixth verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

In the sixth month, the Angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a Virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David, and the Virgin's name was Mary. The Angel came in to her, and said, “Hail, 

you who are highly favoured, the Most High is with you. Blessed are you among 

women.” And when she saw him she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 

what manner of salutation this should be. The Angel said to her, “Fear not, Mary, for 

you have found favour with God. Behold, you shall bring forth a Son, and shall call 

His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the 

Lord God shall give to Him the throne of His father David. And He shall reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever, and of His kingdom there shall be no end. The Holy Ghost 

shall come upon you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you. Therefore 

also that which is to be born of you shall be called holy, the Son of God.” And Mary 

said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it to me according to your word.” 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The Preface for the Assumption of Our Lady. 

 

P. It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to you,  

but to-day we chiefly praise You for the help and the example of the holy Lady 

Mary, Star of the Sea and Mother of our Lord, Queen of the Angels, our pattern 

of humility and purity.  

Therefore, we pray that with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones, Dominations, 

Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, with Cherubim and Seraphim and with all the 

company of heaven, we too may laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore 

praising you and saying: 

 


