
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

74. Days of National Rejoicing 
 

MESFC AND LCC.  Class C. White vestments. (In a small church, white may take the place of all 

colours, except there should be a violet stole for use where prescribed. Cloth of Gold may always take the 

place of white, red or green vestments, but not of violet.) CANDLES: MESFC RULES, Celebrations of 

class C require the use of at least two candles on the altar at Mass, and preferably six. LCC RULES, 

Second division Many candles, though not quite so many as on Easter and Christmas or Third division, 

Fewer extra candles  

 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets 

are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally the 

collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

WE thank You, O most mighty God, for this Nation, which Your hands have built. may we who 

love it labor to uphold its honor by nobility of life, each seeking not personal advantage, but 

working with true heart and fervent zeal to aid the common good, that peace and love may 

reign throughout the world. In Christ’s name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The collect for peace 

P. Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the nations 

into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon earth; In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The Epistle 

The Epistle is taken from the twelfth chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to 

the Corinthians, beginning at the twelfth verse.  

AS the body is one and has many members, and all the members of that body, being many, are 

one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 

Jews or Gentiles, whether we be slave or free, and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

The body is not one member, but many, and the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of 

you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’. There should be no schism in the 



body, but the members should have the same care one for another. And where one member 

suffers, all the members suffer with it, or where one member is honoured, all the members 

rejoice with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and all are member parts of it.  

Here ends the Epistle. 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual 

1. P: They that love wisdom love life: 

C: and they that seek her early shall be filled with joy. 

2. Teach us, O God, the way of your statutes: and we shall keep it unto the end. 

3. Give us understanding and we shall keep your law:  we shall keep it with our whole 

heart. 

4. The path of the just is as the shining light: shining more and more unto the perfect day. 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse the lips of 

the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your lovingkindness so purify me 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart the love 

of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. R/. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit.  

The holy Gospel is taken from the first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, 

beginning at the sixty-eighth  

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 

BLESSED are you, O God of Israel, for you have visited and redeemed your people, and have 

raised up a mighty salvation for us in the house of your servant David, as you spoke by the 

mouth of your holy prophets, who have been since the world began, that we should be saved 

from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us, to show mercy towards our forebears, 

and to remember your holy covenant, that we, being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 

might serve you without fear, in holiness and righteousness before you, all the days of our lives.  

And you, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, for you shall go before the face of the 

Holy One to prepare the way, to give knowledge of salvation to God’s people in the remission 

of their sins, through the tender mercy of the Most High, whereby the day-spring from on high 

has visited us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to 

guide our feet into the way of peace.      

  R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

On Days of National Rejoicing and Thanksgiving the National Anthem and the Te Deum may be sung 

before or after the Eucharist. 

 


