
The Collects, Epistles and Gospels of the Liberal Catholic liturgy, rendered into gender-neutral, 

modern language, as an alternative form, by The Mission Episcopate of Saints Francis and 

Clare, a Eucharistic Community in the Liberal Catholic Tradition. 

 

30. The Fourth Sunday After Easter 
 

Class B. First Vespers.White or Gold Vestments. A special or proper Gradual is prescribed for Easter Day 

and until Ascension. Six candles. (LCC: Many candles, though not quite so many as on Easter and 

Christmas.) 

The Collects 

P. Christ be with you 

C. And with your spirit. 

P. Let us pray.  

 

The collect for purity 

P.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no 

secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name. In Christ’s 

name we pray. R/.Amen. 

 

The priest then intones or says the collect of the day and other collects, if any, and finally 

the collect for peace: 

The collect of the day 

 

O SOVEREIGN CHRIST, grant that as you have risen from the dead, your people 

may rise from ignorance to the firm ground of true knowledge, and thence press 

onwards towards the mount of heavenly wisdom, where fair peace forever dwells; you 

who live and reign throughout the ages of ages. R/. Amen. 

 

The collect for peace 

Teach us, Most High, to see your life in all the peoples of your earth, and so guide the 

nations into an understanding of your laws that peace and goodwill may reign upon 

earth; In Christ’s name we pray. R/. Amen. 

 

The Epistle 

 
The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is taken from the thirteenth chapter of the 

Acts of the Apostles beginning at the twenty-seventh verse. 

 



THEY that dwell in Jerusalem, though they found no reason for his death, yet 

desired of Pilate that He should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was 

written of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. But 

God raised Him from the dead, and He was seen for many days by those who came up 

with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and who are His witnesses to the people. And we 

give you glad tidings: that the promise which was made to our forebears, God has 

fulfilled to us their children, by raising up Jesus again; as it is written in the Psalm: You 

shall not suffer your Holy One to see corruption. 

 

Here ends the Epistle 

 

The epistle ended, all stand and sing: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual for Easter Day and until the Feast of the Ascension. 

1. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:  

therefore let us keep the feast.  

2. Not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness:  but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  

3. Christ being raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more 

dominion over Him.  

4. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He lives, He lives 

unto God. Likewise reckon also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin: but 

alive unto God through Jesus Christ.  

5. Christ is risen from the dead: and become the first-fruits of them that slept.  

6. For since by one came death: by one came also the resurrection of the dead.  

7. For as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 

 

Munda Cor Meum 

D. Cleanse my heart and my lips, O God, who by the hand of your seraph did cleanse 

the lips of the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal from your altar and in your 

lovingkindness so purify me that I may worthily proclaim your holy gospel; In Christ's 

name . 

C. May the Most High be in your (+)  heart and on your (+) lips, that through your heart 

the love of God may shine forth and through your lips God's power be made manifest. 

R/. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Gospel 

P OR D. Christ be with you. 

C. And with your spirit. 

The holy Gospel is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. 

Mark, beginning at the first verse. 

C: Glory be to you, O Holy One. 

 

The Gospel 

 

WHEN the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint Him. And very early 

in the morning the first day of the week, they came to the sepulchre at the rising of the 

sun. And they said among themselves, “Who shall roll us away the stone from the door 

of the sepulchre?” And when they looked they saw that the stone was rolled away, for 

it was very great. And, entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the 

right side, clothed in a long white garment, and they were afraid. And he said to them: 

“Be not afraid. You seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. He is risen. He is not 

here. Behold the place where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and 

Peter that He goes before you into Galilee. There shall you see Him, as He said to you.” 

R/Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 


